() Multiple Intelligences | 2zdJuaagIs0am

UNIVERSITY
OF OREGON

Multiple Intelligences Theory says there is more
than one way to think, and more than one way
to be smart. In the 1980s, Howard Gardner
proposed that instead of a single 1Q (intelligence
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guotient), that we all use different kinds of
thinking:

Linguistic - focusing on language and the
meaning of words and stories; good at
listening; the primary basis of traditional
teaching; may not like memorizing
isolated facts or formulas

Mathematical-Logical - noticing patterns;
asking questions and experimenting;
good with numbers, facts and time; may
not like unpredictable situations

Visual-Spatial - learning, thinking and
communicating with pictures, charts,
diagrams, and colors; may sometimes
seem to struggle with a page of only
words or numbers

Bodily-Kinesthetic - agile and coordinated,
learning through movement or acting
things out; may sometimes have a hard
time staying still

Musical-Rhythmic - sensitive to rhythms,
tones and sounds, learning through
songs, poems, raps or chants; may
sometimes hum or tap rhythms as they
think

Interpersonal - learning and thinking through
working in groups, sharing ideas,
convincing others, encouraging others;
may sometimes seem too talkative

Intrapersonal - thinking and reflecting,

working independently, knowing oneself,

taking time to think before speaking;
may sometimes seem to daydream

Naturalist - observing and understanding the
ways living and natural things are
interconnected; may sometimes stare
out the window or at a bug crawling on
the floor
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UNIVERSITY A Field Guide, by Marek Bennett
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How Can Multiple Intelligences Theory
Help Us Teach and Learn?

Gardener proposed that we each use these
different thinking or learning styles in different
combinations, with some intelligences being
stronger in different people, at different times
or in different activities. Everyone has innate
strengths. Everyone can develop more skills in
each of these areas. Above all, students learn
better when we teach and learn with more than
one intelligence.

Think about each of these intelligences as you
ask yourself these questions:

e How am | teaching?
e What intelligences am | using?
e What intelligences do my students use
in this lesson?
e Can | bring more intelligences into this
lesson?
o What are my student’s strengths?
e How does my student learn best?
o What does my student enjoy doing
most?
e How does my student play?

Observe the child and notice when and how
they use each intelligence, ask the child, ask the
family, ask other teachers and students. Realize
that some challenges may be related to a child’s
strengths.

e Where does my student need more
support?
e How can | use their strengths to help
them?
e How can | help them develop their other
intelligences?
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Multiple Intelligences Theory and
Cooperative Learning

Understanding Multiple Intelligences Theory
means you can rely more on cooperative
learning. Ask students to contribute according
to their strengths.

Activity 1: Teach how to solve a simple math
problem using strategies from each of the
intelligences.

Activity 2: Create a Report about an important
person in your town that relies on all the
intelligences. Have different students
contribute according to their strengths.

Activity 3: Teach about multiple intelligences...
using multiple intelligences. Tell a story, explain
it logically, make a chart, lead a discussion, give
people some questions to think about using a
journal, make up a hand sign for each
intelligence, write a multiple intelligences song,
associate each intelligence with a different
animal.

*\What can each student do?

eHow can students learn from one another
this way?

*How can you use multiple intelligences and
cooperative learning to include children
with disabilities?
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