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A Film by Anne Makepeace

P . . Earl "Chiefy" Mills, Jr.
Bringing back to life a language that no one has spoken for over a century is a Photo by Trisha Barry

formidable task. Yet, that is the challenge that Jessie Little Doe Baird undertook
. . ‘ "e N
when she decided to learn the Wampanoag language and teach it to other Q "

:‘v';'s'ﬁ:.. members of the tribe. Jessie is a visionary and the idea
of revitalizing Wampanoag literally came to her in a
dream. We Still Live Here - As Nutayunean tells the
story of how Jessie followed that dream with the

advice and guidance of the elders and leaders of
Director & Writer, Anne Makepeace

Photo by Jill Orschell the Wampanoag tribes of Massachusetts.
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Jessie Little Doe Baird with daughter Mae
International Mother Tongues Day - February 21, 2012 Photo courtesy of CullturalSurvival.org
“On 16 May 2009 the United Nations General Assembly in its resolution A/RES/61/266 called upon Member States “to promote the
preservation and protection of all languages used by peoples of the world”. By the same resolution, the General Assembly proclaimed
2008 as the International Year of Languages, to promote unity in diversity and international understanding, through multilingualism
and multiculturalism.

International Mother Language Day has been observed every year since February 2000 to promote linguistic and cultural diversity and

- % multilingualism. The date represents the day in 1952 when students demonstrating for

' recognition of their language, Bangla, as one of the two national languages of the then
Pakistan, were shot and killed by police in Dhaka, the capital of what is now Bangladesh.

Languages are the most powerful instruments of preserving and developing our tangible and
" intangible heritage. All moves to promote the dissemination of mother tongues will serve not
only to encourage linguistic diversity and multilingual education but also to develop fuller
, awareness of linguistic and cultural traditions throughout the world and to inspire solidarity
i based on understanding, tolerance and dialogue.”

: -- Source: http://www.un.org/en/events/motherlanguageday/index.shtml
Wampanoag mother and son

Photo by Trisha Barry

For updated information, please visit: http:
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