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beating his body he would expire. On the day appointed the engagement com-
menced, which lasted for two days: after pulling up the trees and mountains
as the track of a terrible whirlwind, at last the good mind gained the victory
by using the horns, as mentioned the instrument of death, which he suc-
ceeded in deceiving his brother and he crushed him in the earth; and the last
words uttered from the bad mind were, that he would have equal power over
the souls of mankind after death; and he sinks down to eternal doom, and
became the Evil Spirit.* After this tumult the good mind repaired to the bat-
tle ground, and then visited the people and retires from the earth.’

4. This may reflect an awareness of the Christian 5. Other versions go on to say that the Good Twin
belief in the devil as the evil spirit, ruler over the teaches the people how to grow corn and how to
lower depths. avoid harm by means of prayer and ritual.

PIMA STORIES OF THE BEGINNING
OF THE WORLD

The Akimel O’'odham, or Pimas, live along the Gila and Salt rivers in the desert of cen-
tral Arizona and are close relations of the Tohono O'odham (formerly known as the
Papago), who occupy lands in the mostly riverless desert to the south of them. Farm-
ing close to the rivers, the Akimel O’'odham grew corn and beans, gathered wild plants,
and hunted small game. Late in the sixteenth century, they encountered the Spanish,
who named them “Pimas” sometime around 1600. Because of their remoteness from
Spanish and Mexican centers of power, the Pimas were not immediately subjected to
strong European influence. In 1694 Spanish missionaries were sent out to convert
them. Today, like many native peoples, most Pimas are Christian, although their
Christianity both includes and exists alongside traditional beliefs and practices.

The first Pima mythological narrative to be recorded dates from a 1694 journal
account written by the Spaniard Juan Manje; Pedro Font, another Spaniard, also
recorded a Pima story in 1775. These stories concern the ancestors of the Pimas, the
Hohokam (meaning, roughly, the “finished ones” or “those who are gone”). Of great
importance to the Pimas, the narratives offer an account of how the cultural practices
of everyday Pima life came to be established. But these earliest recorded stories do not
tell of the creation of the world, of the origins of things, or the actions of the most dis-
tant ancestors. Such tales were not recorded until the turn of the twentieth century.

At the Pan-American Fair in Buffalo, New York, in July, 1901, J. W. Lloyd met a man
named Edward H. Wood, a full-blood Pima, who told him that his greatest dream was
to preserve the ancient legends and tales of his people. Wood'’s grand-uncle, Thin
Leather, was a see-nee-yaw-kum, a recognized master who knew all the ancient sto-
ries. Thin Leather, as Wood told Lloyd, had no successor and feared that with his
death the stories would be lost to his people and to the world. Wood persuaded Lloyd
to go to the Southwest and work with him and his uncle to record the stories in Eng-
lish. In 1903 Lloyd traveled to Sacaton, Arizona, where he met Thin Leather and, with
Wood acting as interpreter, recorded a number of his tales. Lloyd published the results
of his work with Wood and Thin Leather privately in 1911, as Aw-aw-tam, Indian
Nights, Being the Myths and Legends of the Pimas of Arizona. The title refers to the fact
that these stories were traditionally told over a period of four nights.

Although the Story of the Creation was not narrated until the twentieth century, it
is little influenced by the origin story in Genesis, which, however, Thin Leather prob-
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ably knew. The important anilin]aals anf;:l \‘(’g;.:ali(ln. Itlhv chief protagonists, andth

iti tions are all specific to Pima culture. ; 1
pe;fﬁirsla;jz:ztsh:'f sati)ry of the greal:eﬂood here follows the creation q”r'\t{l‘::]t
are among the fifteen pre-Columbian tale types catalogued in \lr\ll& r}:.. :in:he;m
ica, and the American Southwest. Although Thin l..m.lhrr may h.uu_ ]}:drﬂmd _
of Genesis, his Pima version shows no particular biblical influence. The f ::.!l
important as a foundational narrative in that it tells not of ¢ reation but o 're—cddi_-
of the reestablishment or rebirth of the divine, natural, ;md_ social orders. nh: o
the Pima flood story tells or, rather. specifies the location of the "rmddrh- of t -3
the navel of the universe, the center of all the world—where the Pimas. li

Southwestern peoples, believe themselves to dwell.
J The texts are from Aw-aw-tam, Indian Nights, Being the Myths and Legends of
Pimas of Arizona (1911).
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But after making Nooee and before making the mountains and seed for
food, Juhwertamahkai made the sun.

In order to make the sun he first made water, and this he placed in a hol-
low vessel, like an earthen dish (hwas-hah-ah) to harden into something like
ice. And this hardened ball he placed in the sky. First he placed it in the
North, but it did not work; then he placed it in the West, but it did not work;
then he placed it in the South, but it did not work; then he placed it in the
East and there it worked as he wanted it to.

And the moon he made in the same way and tried in the same places, with
the same results.

But when he made the stars he took the water in his mouth and spurted it
up into the sky. But the first night his stars did not give light enough. So he
took the Doctor-stone® (diamond), the tone-dum-haw-teh, and smashed it up,
and took the pieces and threw them into the sky to mix with the water in the
stars, and then there was light enough.

Juhwertamahkai’s Song of Creation

Juhwertamahkai made the world—
Come and see it and make it useful!
He made it round—

Come and see it and make it useful!

And now Juhwertamahkai, rubbed again on his breast, and from the sub-
stance he obtained there made two little dolls, and these he laid on the earth.
And they were human beings, man and woman.

And now for a time the people increased till they filled the earth. For the
first parents were perfect, and there was no sickness and no death. But when
the earth was full, then there was nothing to eat, so they killed and ate each
other.

But Juhwertamahkai did not like the way his people acted, to kill and eat
each other, and so he let the sky fall to kill them. But when the sky dropped
he, himself, took a staff and broke a hole thru, thru which he and Nooee
emerged and escaped, leaving behind them all the people dead.

And Juhwertamahkai, being now on the top of this fallen sky, again made a
man and a woman, in the same way as before. But this man and woman became
grev when old, and their children became grey still younger, and their children
became grey younger still, and so on till the babies were grey in their cradles.

And Juhwertamahkai, who had made a new earth and sky, just as there had
been before, did not like his people becoming grey in their cradles, so he let
the sky fall on them again, and again made a hole and escaped, with Nooee,
as before.

And Juhwertamahkai, on top of this second sky, again made a new heaven
and a new earth, just as he had done before, and new people.

But these new people made a vice of smoking. Before human beings had
never smoked till they were old, but now they smoked younger, and each gen-
eration still younger, till the infants wanted to smoke in their cradles.

6. Le., it is a particularly powerful stone. Lloyd's interpreter called it a diamond, but as diamonds are
uncommon in North America, this is probably a quartz crystal.



24 / CHrisToPHER COLUMBUS

And Juhwertamahkai did not like this, and let t he \L\\}f.'ll! ui::r:hahreud;
ated everything new again in the same w ay, and this time he cre:
3 Elitt:ts;(}i‘:;t the whole slope of the world was westward. " and tho the:tz
peaks rising from this slope there were no true + alleys, and .:.II iht;“}:;m
fell ran away and there was no water for the p('nph: to drink. oh .
tamahkai sent Nooee to fly around among the mountains, and over ld:]jsﬁ
to cut valleys with his wings, so that the water could be caught an
uted and there might be enough for the people to drink. |
Now the sun was male and the moon was female and they met Oﬂi
month. And the moon became a mother and v ent to a mountain r:afledb:'h
my-et-tahn Toe-ahk (sun striking mountain) and there was born her ba )
she had duties to attend to, to turn around and give light, so she me_ideaP:
for the child by tramping down the weedy bushes and there left it. And
child, having no milk, was nourished on the earth. ¥
And thiS Child was t]'le CO}’OIC." and as hc grew, h(- went out to u'afL M
his walk came to the house of Juhwertamahkaj and Nooee, where the')’ 1
And when he came there Juhwertamahkaj knew him and called him
hahvs,® because he was laid on the weedy bushes of that name. g
But now out of the North came another powerful personage, who has
names, See-ur-huh and Ee-ee-toy.! i
Now Seeurhuh means older brother, and when this personage came to]ﬁ
Wwertamahkai, Nooee and Toehahvs he called them his younger brothers.
n here first, and to be older than he, and there®

- But finally, becayse he insisted so strongly, and#
im be called o]der brother.

7 Aspecifically loca] element of the Pima story, s
b(l)lh the Gila and the Salt rivers, important to the translatable. This charac ter is “the most actit® {
P:mas‘! OW westward [adap ) mysterious personality in Piman '"“hnhﬁe*

- Itis appropriate that the night-prowling coyote the North, apparently self-existent, but MEE

s i, and ¢
) nor in power to Juhwertamahkai, a
s Juhwertamahka's

—
“ i.e, it
word that means “drink it all up, ;

. '!)luﬂ.-l a
v greater age, he appears, by pure . i
:E:;Lt [ofdthe sd ; O¥ote as his ageng of the sistent push and w heedling, to h;“c:}nand"h
ra_xl_apte %m Lloyd’s note]. really more powerful but good-nature o the?
s mgn?wes rittlebush, a common plant in lazy Juhwertamahkai to give over |n11;:m. Lo
: Ty, i o ! work and government of the world to
© hame either megpg drink it 4] up” o, note)
according to Present-day Pimjg iust sounds Jike the
;

COLUM BUS
1451-150¢
Bomn intg 4 famxly of wool workers neqy T Mediterranntl port
Genoa, Christopher Columhys turne € once supreme Medi

dto the seq o4 4 young man; developed aﬁPof
to Asia; and in 1492 won the SUPI':Fesn_ﬂ'
Isabella, fo this “enterprise of the Indi g

produced a brief moment Of.. 2



