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Intro to Welsh
Welsh is a celtic language both spoken and originating in Wales

Welsh in Welsh is Cymraeg [kʰəmraːɨg]

538,000 fluent speakers in UK and +550,000 worldwide 

900,000 total speakers (fluent and non-fluent) (Welsh Gov 2022)



Dialects of Cymraeg
Gwyndodeg - north-west Wales

Powyseg - northern mid Wales and north-east Wales

Dyfedeg - south-west Wales

Gwenhwyseg - south-east Wales

Main divide is North (Gog) and South (Hwntw) but has become more 
blurred in recent years   

(Ethnologue)(Omniglot) 



Phonology

(Omniglot)(Must Go)(King 2015)(BBC 2002)



Vowels

           (Must go)(Omniglot)

/ɑ/



Morphology
Morpheme based morphology

Free morphemes and bound morphemes

Cas is the free morpheme with -ed, -ach, -af the bound

cas, nasty; cased, as nasty; casach, nastier; casaf, nastiest

(BBC 2002)(King 2015)(Geiriadur yr Academi)



Mutations
(King 2015)

(BBC 2002)



Syntax
Welsh follows Verb-Subject-Object  sentence order

Agor-odd        y           dyn         y              drws 
open-PL   DET.ART   Man    DET.ART     door
Opened         the        man        the           door
(King 2015)(BBC 2002)



Sociolinguistics and History
6th century origins

Not an equal language

Frowned upon

Welsh language education (Gov.Wales 2022)(Gov.Wales 2020)
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