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QUEER TRIBE

The Love Art Lab

What happens when a

rtist, professor and dyke playooy

Elizabeth Stephens falls for former PO star, stripPen
cexologist and performance artist Annie SFr'm e’
Photo Al i

Words Joanna Walters

ANNIE 'F‘HHLE, 53
1 first met Beth when she came to Y door
in Manhattan 1@ collect one of my 1t

B
prints for her queer art show in 1991 !
g my breasts

s making paintings by usin
as p:tiﬁ'lbrushlz:;. { wasn't a lesbian = 1 was
just Becoming nte pested. 1'd made porn
with womet, but very het port
Beth had these lovely big eyes an

beautiful emile. She was 50 friendly. She
had 2 pnwerl’u’l. hot lover then. 1 thought,
[ would like 1@ have sex with her one day.
[ was just starting 10 riment with

women. 1 had had 2 iumnle-m-malc trans-
sexual lover. | was cort of bisexual, not yet
. 90 lesbian 1 later became, 1 Was suil
doing prostitutions just a few clients, and
come call-girl stusfi.

1 was making c‘.{p:fi:‘ncnta! arty porth

We only got out of

therapy @ pnintment.
‘: for a first date - hilarious’

Couples t erapy

and a bit of mainstream. Berween 1
2002 we Were prn'[cssinmi artist pec

991 and
rs and

k!
Randal Allen Smith
BETH STEPHENS; 46

1'd had three big loves in my life and was
happy bang single for the rest of my life
when T met Annie. 1'd parely heard of her
bt people told me 1o seek her out. She
was a big fag hag. We considered her queer
even if she didn't When | went 10 collect
che it print for m¥ Masters, 1 §01 3 hard
on, I'd seen her in @ se® education video
for dykes — this botch UPS parcel delivery
woman making love to Annie 'Siprin'kl.r: =it
was HOT.

When | rerurned the tit print, 1 was
cold so she gave me 2 scarf —green velvet.
The next year 1 invited her to model in My
chow about the jovs of female ohjectifica-
non for feminists and lesbians, 353 MO
cycle mama o1 my Harley.

1 became 2 professor at UC Santa Cruz

bed because | had 2

| invited her.

and ipvited Anmie to give lecture about
ach as her Public Cervix

her work, S
where she

Announcement perfurﬂuﬂﬂh

casual friends. 1n 7002 | got my PhD at the
used 2 s-l.'n:{:u'lum and torch 10 show the

Instivate for Advanced grudy of Human

Sexuality in San Francisco. | went to the

Cueer Arts Festival 10 celebrate and ran
into Beth. She WS celebraung getting
was Jove at first 185

renure. Fof ME v
Hler kiss was 0 pn}xﬂcr‘ful. Sheis a wriple

Scorpic We s

had = therapy APF intment.
pY Ap

< hed for three days

s and only gOEUP because 1
| invited Beth.

qudience her ceTViX.

When we met up in 2002 it parned out
we were both single, We had our first date
and first kiss at Annic's house. The truest
kiss 1'd ever had, 'd found my soulmate.
Then we went on 4 road trip and that
sealed the deal.

1 stopped drinking about 27 years Ag9

because 1 rook 1L 10 eXCEss: 1 don't miss 1t

It was b us. | recommend it — o oles ; ;
N ¥ Annic and | tried to have 2 baby, My
whk

therapy for 3 first date.
We moved in rogether after 2 few

months—1 brought the U-Haul. 1 love her
. gat breast cance

teeth and het soft hair. She’s very P
ate about art nd she is good at buying
property- That's hand

suff 1o talk about. sWhen I'm with Beth |
don't drink, 10 support her in her sobriety: L il i
¥ - nrolEs a the W i sCC. il 8
1 had some really €7y relarionships otesting the war an¢ V10 ence. And P
hink it was beuer 1o

and was grarting ot
have lovers, DOt relanionships. Butl'm
crazy about her.

[we never been s0 10 love.

piological clock was
inspired our famous piece Cuddle. Anme
¢ and we made art out of

her cancer Lreatments.
Onar commitment i¢ to make art about

we always have ; :
lave, that's warmt and fuzzy with 2

l.huugh;-pr::wnkinj; edge. As a way of

ple feeling unloved. My best
makes you want 0 create

cancer, Love
gether. D

things. ATt 1S what we create 10

cking. Qur dog Bob

friend died of

Annle Sprinkle
g;,d Ellzabeth {right)
ephens will
the Leue At Lab n”‘
London in Sepl
IE:: part of the
ernati
Fasti onal Workshop
WL WOTK
et gl shoplestival.
They perform Expos
?‘mpen'mm!s in Lm“:
, Death and Art 3.1.
the Chelsea Theatre
World's End Place,
g:ﬁlﬂ Road, LDI‘H;I:JI'I
S VoL
warw.chelseathoatr
S Santibar 1
22nd, Tpm. -

On Seplember
23
S Sp Sioy o
Mﬂs?]e sl &
cshop on kissi
an MUJMQ{MIMTF. b
ang hour at the th&ﬂl'l:ra
Tollowed by a two-hour
Kirm'am h'iﬁ-'ﬁ-_l:m
pariner), (ring &



