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Ex-porn star to perform in
Graham Greene's former home

6:00am Thursday 4th June 2009
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By Reg Little »

FORMER porn star Annie Sprinkle will be testing
Oxford audiences with a heady mixture of sex,
paint and art when she brings her Love Art
Laboratory to Iffley on Monday.

And it will all be happening at the former home of
the novelist Graham Greene and the ex-family
home of Cardinal Newman, the Victorian
churchman who looks like becoming a Catholic
saint.

Miss Sprinkle and her partner, Elizabeth
Stephens, will be hosting a week-long workshop
at Grove House, which holds out the prospect of
Making Love into Art and Art into Love.

The American sex worker, who turned
performance artist, is best known for her piece
Pubic Cervix Announcement, in which she invited
audiences to “celebrate the female body” by
viewing her cervix with a flashlight.

Over the week at Iffley, guests will be invited to
make prints from the naked bodies to decorate
the walls of the rotunda at Grove House. And
things will reach an impressive climax on Sunday
when the couple will hold their own ‘blue
wedding’, when as “eco-sexual brides”, they will
“make sacred vows to their lover, the sky”.

Blue Wedding is the latest ‘love art’ project from
a couple who specialise in interactive
performance art, with organisers promising “an
extraordinary day of art, performance, fun and
celebration”.

The Blue Wedding event is being produced by
Polly McLean, the owner of Grove House, a
regency building dating from 1792. It was
previously owned by Cardinal Newman’s mother
and also by Graham Greene. The rotunda was
originally a museum created for the celebrated
collection of antique dolls houses brought
together by the novelist’s wife, Vivien, a devout
Catholic.

Ms McClean said: “I would like to point out that
although Annie and Beth have worked a lot with
adult material over the years, next Sunday's
wedding will be family-friendly in nature and
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opefully a sunny afternoon of high-quality
erformance art.”

iss Sprinkle has previously toured with
ne-woman shows about her life, including Post
orn Modernist and Herstory of Porn. She also
laims to be the first porn star to earn a Ph.D.
But for the last seven years she has collaborated
ith her partner, to explore themes of sexuality
nd gender, with their current passion said to be
‘sexcology”.

he catalyst for making Love Art Laboratory,
hey say, was the invasions of Irag and
fghanistan. Ms Sprinkle said: “The Love Art
aboratory grew out of our response to the
iolence of war, the anti-gay marriage
ovement and our prevailing culture of greed.
ur projects are symbolic gestures intended to
ake the world a more tolerant place.”

he week-long workshop, costing £180, will
nclude a ‘show-and-tell’ evening.

riter and historian Julie Summers, who lives in
Iffley, said: “It sounds an amazing concept,
ushing the boundaries of art in a way that
raham Greene would not have imagined.”

hare:
What's this? »

Print article » Email to a friend »

MORE NEWS STORIES

Call to reopen Bath Street mosque

Rail link plan runs into problems

Classic Rolls delivers bride in style

‘Football special® bus link to Kassam is back
Mobile clinic aims to help addicts

Cameron under fire over local trade

Plaque will solve mystery of where Agatha Christie
lived

YOUR SAY
1

YourThe Oxford Times

DanOxford, Oxford says...
8:34pm Thu 4 Jun 09

| maintain there's a thin line between ‘art’
and 'care in the community"...”

REPORT THIS POST » REGISTER/SIGN IN »

Comments are closed on this article.

Posh Eyes

SARAH McCLEERY wishes she did not
get involved in so many silly debates

Julie & Julia

Meryl Streep looks certain to secure

¢
A»

a 16th Oscar nomination for her

.
%

tour-de-force portrayal of an
American cultural icon in the new comedy from
writer-director Nora Ephron (Sleepless In
Seattle). Based on two memoirs set more than
50 years apart, Julie & Julia (12A) is a frothy and
entertaining tale of cuisine, I'amour and the art of
killing lobsters.

Music in the Abbey : Dorchester
Abbey

GILES WOODFORDE talks to local
conductor John Lubbock ahead of his
annual autumn abbey festival

Fascinating fungi forays
ELIZABETH EDWARDS talks to
members of the Fungus Survey of
Oxfordshire as autumn draws in

France vs New World case, £70

, The France vs New World mixed case
costs £70 and includes three bottles
each of Domaine du Mage Sauvignon
Blanc 2008, France; Welmoed Sauvignon Blanc
2009, South Africa; Wild Pig Merlot 2008, France;
and Kintu Merlot 2008, Chile.

Tasty diversion of a leisurely
lunch

Denise Barkley finds a warm
welcome and a summery menu at

The Fishes

IVA help and Advice | Stay with Prague Hotels | Visit
Spain with Barcelona Hotels | 70% off Designer Glasses at

http://www.oxfordtimes.co.uk/news/4418492.Ex_porn_star_to_perform ...

Find your next job now
in Oxfordshire
Search Now »

DATING

Make a date in
Oxfordshire now!
Search Now »

HOMES

Oxfordshire homes
for sale and to let
Search Now »

CARS

Cars for sale in
Oxfordshire
Search Now »

News Sport Leisure Info YourSay Business
Families Announcements Directory Advertise

Jobs Homes Cars Money Dating Buy & Sell

Contact Us  Subscribe Photo Sales Advertise

Archive Topics Announcements Site Map Buy & Sell

Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy © Copyright 2001-2009

Newsquest Media Group| A Gannett Company

This site is part of Newsquest's audited local newspaper network | Newsquest site network

9/15/2009 3:08 PM



