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COLL4B WITH BEACON COMMUNITIES
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key course concepts:

economic:

- poverty/resilience (located in low-income housing community in Boston)

-welfare - free snack provided, homework opportunities

social/academic:

- attachment - relationships w/ supervisors + other peers

-social emotional learning - devlop peer interactions among a diverse group of ages and
experiences

-executive function - have to learn/do homework before computer, develops patience
-play-based - access to computer games, sometimes bring own toys

-ecological model: after-school program supporting children while parents are
unavailable 2

summary: beacon communities serves as an important aspect
of the children's ecosystem by providing after-school supports
for children and families living in low-income housing while
providing space to develop healthy peer relationshops in a
non-school context.



PLAYING AND LE4ARNING 4ROUND BOSTON

One girl asked me for a

blue and a pink piece of  nreresting to watch kids P@@ce Through Play & Boston Partners
in Education

paper. | accidentally try to focus and control
i 1 . .

gave her a dark blue their bodies when you

piece when she wanted  ¢an tell they'd rather be

light blue to match her doing something

friend. Her friend was different The
upset that they didn't students
match, but she said "it's get snack
okay we have to be Social i
grateful for what we get learning / by the
Executive school
function every day

AN

observing a child hurt
another child's feelings,
recognize the role that
they played to hurt their
peer, apologize and move

Constant rotation of different staff,
the kids are unconsciously learning
how to make appropriate
attachments with different staff
depending on their role in the

on
program. Able to enjoy theselves and
connect with staff despite the
knowledge that they may never see
them again

Access to after school
programs that encourge
learning through play
==> Unconscious
aquisition of character
tools

Attachment

School-based
Interventions

A lot of the skills they
are learning (basic
math, reading,
writing) feel extremely
critical and | have to
remind myself that
while it is important,
they have time

Classroom vibe was much
different once the teacher got
a para-—- she seemed less
stressed, kids were able to
have more individualized
attention

Learning to take turns
and share when
several kids want to Play dough as a

play with the same form of
game j stimulation

during
conversation

Both of us
volunteered
in schools to
help support
the students
and
teachers
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