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AL-SHABAAB FORECAST REPORT          
MARCH 14, 2025 
 
 
SUMMARY OF FORECAST 

Our machine learning models predict that Al-
Shabaab is likely to carry out  

• Attacks targeting symbolic sites 
sometime within the next 2 months as 
well as in the next 4 months. 

• Abductions, targeting of civilians for 
their profession, beliefs, political 
orientation, and other reasons, 
targeted killings, attacks targeting 
security installations and security 
forces, armed clashes leading to 
security force casualties and other 
casualties, attacks targeting public 
and transport sites, attacks leading to 
civilian casualties, attacks on the 
government, attempted bombings and 
non-suicide bombings, robbery and 
seizures of territory sometime within 
the next month, as well as the next 2, 
3, 4 and 5 months. 

• Attacks targeting teachers sometime 
within the next 3 months. 

• Assassination of group members and 
seizures of security force installations 
sometime within the next month, as 
well as in the next 2, 3, and 4 months. 

• Attacks targeting government 
buildings sometime within the next 2 
months as well as in the next 4 and 5 
months. 

• Atrocities, arson, extortion and 
ransom sometime in the next 2, 3, 4, 
and 5 months. 

• Attempted attacks sometime within 
the next month as well as in the next 
2, 4 and 5 months. 

• Other types of crimes sometime with 
the next 2 and 5 months. 
 

PERIOD OF STUDY 

This forecast was based on data about Al-
Shabaab from January 1, 2006, through 
January 31, 2025.   

 
Figure 1. Locations of the attacks carried out by Al-
Shabaab in January 2025.  

 

JANUARY 2025 ACTIVITIES 

In January 2025, Al-Shabaab carried out 
several attacks that resulted in casualties. 
These incidents highlight the ongoing 
security challenges and threats posed by the 
militant group Al-Shabaab. 



 

 

 

 
2 

Attacks Targeting Security Forces  

On 1 January 2025, overnight, an IED 
planted by Al Shabaab exploded, targeting 
government security forces (SNA) at a base 
in Cali Waraabey village (Jowhar, Middle 
Shabelle). Al Shabaab claimed killing 3 
soldiers. 

Armed Clashes Resulting in NSAG 
Casualties 

On 1 January 2025, Jubaland security forces 
and government security forces (Danab) 
clashed with Al Shabaab in Wanyata and 
Qudus, and Yaqdabeel villages near 
Kismayo town (Kismaayo, Lower Juba) and 
Beerhani (coded separately). The operation 
was supported by airstrikes from unidentified 
forces (described as international forces, 
coded as unidentified military forces). 31 
militants were killed including two senior 
militants and several others were injured. 31 
fatalities split across two events and coded 
as 16 for this event. 

Armed Clashes Resulting in Security 
Force Casualties  

On 1 January 2025, Al Shabaab ambushed 
Jubaland security forces and government 
security forces (SNA) convoy travelling from 
Kismayo, near Beerhani village (Kismaayo, 
Lower Juba). Al Shabaab claimed to have 
killed 1 soldier and injured 2 others. 

 

 

Bombings  

On 1 January 2025, overnight, an IED 
planted by Al Shabaab exploded, targeting 
government security forces (SNA) at a base 
in Cali Waraabey village (Jowhar, Middle 
Shabelle). Al Shabaab claimed killing 3 
soldiers. 

Attempted Bombings  

On 2 January 2025, government security 
forces (SNA) discovered and defused an IED 
planted by likely Al Shabaab (who have been 
known to plant explosives in the area) in the 
Bulo-Jameeco area of the Hawlwadag 
neighborhood in Baidoa town (Baydhaba, 
Bay). 

Attacks Targeting Public Transport 

On 4 January 2025, Al Shabaab opened fire 
on a Southwest Special Police Forces 
(SWSPF) officer driving a tuk-tuk in Diinsoor 
town (Diinsoor, Bay). Al Shabaab claimed 
killing a district officer and injuring others. 

Attacks on Security Force Installations 

On 4 January 2025, overnight, Al Shabaab 
threw a hand grenade against Southwest 
Special Police Forces (SWSPF) at a 
checkpoint near ADC area in Hareeri 
Kaadiyow neighborhood in Baidoa town 
(Baydhaba, Bay). One police officer was 
injured and Al Shabaab claimed 
responsibility. 

 

Targeting Civilians for Other Reasons 

On 8 January 2025, Al Shabaab shot and 
injured an armed civilian (coded as 
belonging to an unidentified armed group) on 
the outskirts of Halgan village (Bulo Burto, 
Hiraan). The militants seized two camels. 

Attacks Resulting in Civilian Casualties  

On 8 January 2025, Al Shabaab shot and 
injured an armed civilian (coded as 
belonging to an unidentified armed group) on 
the outskirts of Halgan village (Bulo Burto, 
Hiraan). The militants seized two camels. 

Seizure of Territory 

On 28 January 2025, Al Shabaab took 
control of the water well in Badhaadhe town 
(Badhaadhe, Lower Juba), managed by a 
businessman for 16 years. The well, funded 
by ICRC in 2008/2009, is the only significant 
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water source in the district, crucial for the 
local population and over half a million 
livestock. This well has become a significant 
revenue source for AS, especially during 
drought. 

Abductions 

On 19 January 2025, suspected Al Shabaab 
kidnapped a female student from a school in 
the Zona K area in Mogadishu - Hodan 
(Afgooye, Lower Shabelle). The perpetrator 
used a Tuk-tuk, which already had a man 
and woman on board. The police arrived at 
the scene and tried to apprehend the 
suspect, but their efforts were unsuccessful. 

 

NTEWS PREDICTIONS 

Prediction 1  

Al-Shabaab is likely to carry out attacks 
targeting civilians for their profession within 
the next month. 

Rationale: Our predictive models show there 
is a probability of 0.88 that Al-Shabaab will 
carry out attacks targeting civilians for their 
profession in the next month if the 
government raids the NSAG facilities, there 
are no reports of the government being 
legitimately elected and security forces do 
not enforce a state of emergency. 

Historical Example Validating This Rule: 
On 27 August 2024, a militant group 
operating in Somalia (likely AS), hijacked a 
truck carrying medical supplies for an 
international non-governmental organization 
in the vicinity of Geedweyne village, located 
in the Doolow region of Gedo. The truck was 
initially on its way from Doolow town to 
Sheedle village. 

In this incident, the preconditions of the 
above TP rule were true 1 month earlier, i.e., 
the government raided the NSAG facilities, 
there were no reports of the government 
being legitimately elected and security forces 
did not enforce a state of emergency. 

 

Prediction 2 

Al-Shabaab is likely to carry out targeted 
killings within the next month. 

Rationale: Our predictive models show there 
is a probability of 0.87 that Al-Shabaab will 
carry out targeted killings in the next month if 
the government raids the NSAG facilities, 
and the group does not engage in conflict 
with other NSAG. 

Historical Example Validating This Rule:  

On September 7, 2024, an off-duty 
government soldier was shot and killed by 
Al-Shabaab. The incident took place in 
Xaawo-Cabdi village, a small community in 
the Lower Shabelle region. In a statement 
released to the media, the group stated that 
the soldier was targeted because of his 
affiliation with the Somali National Army 
(SNA), which has been engaged in a long-
standing battle against the militant group. 

In this incident, the preconditions of the 
above TP rule were true 1 month earlier, i.e., 
the government raided the NSAG facilities, 
and the group did not engage in conflict with 
other NSAG. 

 

Prediction 3 

Al-Shabaab is likely to carry out atrocities 
within the next 2 months. 

Rationale: Our predictive models show there 
is a probability of 0.68 that Al-Shabaab will 
carry out atrocities in the next 2 months if the 
government raids the NSAG’s facilities, there 
is no communication with the media and 
there are no intra-group conflicts. 

Historical Example Validating This Rule:  

On 1 November 2023, the government 
security forces, known as the Somali 
National Army (SNA), engaged in a clash 
with Al Shabaab militants in Abaq Beeday 
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village (Xudur, Bakool), Ceel Garas, 
Dudumaale, and Buulo-Kojoor. Despite the 
operation, no casualties were reported. 

In this incident, the preconditions of the 
above TP rule were true 2 months earlier, 
i.e., the government raided the NSAG’s 
facilities, there was no communication with 
the media and there were no intra-group 
conflicts. 

 

Prediction 4 

Al-Shabaab is likely to be involved in armed 
clashes that will result in other casualties 
within the next month. 

Rationale: Our predictive models show there 
is a probability of 0.92 that Al-Shabaab will 
carry out armed clashes that will result in 
other casualties in the next month if the 
government raids the NSAG’s facilities, there 
are no messages of solidarity broadcasted, 
and the group has no links with another 
entity. 

Historical Example Validating This Rule:  

On October 31, 2024, government security 
forces (Danab/Gorgor) and Habar Gedir clan 
militia clashed with Al Shabaab in the vicinity 
of Caad village (Xarardheere, Mudug). At 
least 15 militants were killed, and 17 soldiers 
were injured. 

In this incident, the preconditions of the 
above TP rule were true 1 month earlier, i.e., 
the government raided the NSAG facilities, 
there were no messages of solidarity 
broadcasted, and the group had no links with 
another entity. 

 

Prediction 5 

Al-Shabaab is likely to carry out attempted 
bombings within the next month. 

Rationale: Our predictive models show there 
is a probability of 0.76 that Al-Shabaab will 

carry out armed clashes that will result in 
other casualties in the next month if the 
government raids the NSAG facilities, there 
is no communication addressing the media, 
and there is no communication addressing 
security forces. 

Historical Example Validating This Rule:  

On 2 January 2025, government security 
forces (SNA) discovered and defused an IED 
planted by likely Al Shabaab (who have been 
known to plant explosives in the area) in the 
Bulo-Jameeco area of the Hawlwadag 
neighborhood in Baidoa town (Baydhaba, 
Bay). 

In this incident, the preconditions of the 
above TP rule were true 1 month earlier, i.e., 
the government raided the NSAG’s facilities, 
there was no communication addressing the 
media, and there was no communication 
addressing security forces. 

 

Prediction 6 

Al-Shabaab is likely to carry out attacks 
targeting civilians on the basis of their 
profession within the next month. 

Rationale: Our predictive models show there 
is a probability of 0.88 that Al-Shabaab will 
carry out attacks targeting civilians for their 
profession in the next month if the 
government raids the NSAG facilities, there 
are no reports of the government being 
legitimately elected, and security forces do 
not enforce a state of emergency. 

Historical Example Validating This Rule:  

On August 27, 2024, Al Shabaab, a militant 
group operating in Somalia, hijacked a truck 
carrying medical supplies for an international 
non-governmental organization (NGO) in the 
vicinity of Geedweyne village, located in the 
Doolow region of Gedo. The truck was 
initially on its way from Doolow town to 
Sheedle village. 
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In this incident, the preconditions of the 
above TP rule were true 1 month earlier, i.e., 
the government raided the NSAG facilities, 
there were no reports of the government 
being legitimately elected, and security 
forces did not enforce a state of emergency. 

ABOUT NTEWS’ PREDICTIVE 
MODELS 

All predictions in this report were generated by 
a set of machine learning algorithms trained on 
over 18 years of open-source data about Al-
Shabaab. i 

The explanations of the forecasts provided in 
this report are generated using temporal 
probabilistic rules, or TP-rules learned from the 
data. 

ABOUT THE NORTHWESTERN 
SECURITY & AI LAB (NSAIL) 

The Northwestern Security & AI Lab is a joint 
venture between the Northwestern Buffett 
Institute for Global Affairs and the 
McCormick School of Engineering. 
Forecasts, predictions and conclusions 
reached by research projects do not 
represent the views, opinions or positions of 
Northwestern University or lab sponsors. 

https://sites.northwestern.edu/nsail/ 

DISCLAIMER: We accept no liability for, and 
provide no guarantee that, the content of this 
report is error free. Where errors are brought 
to our attention, we will make all reasonable 
efforts to rectify them. However, we provide 
no guarantee that errors will be corrected. 
We will accept no liability for any loss or 
damage including, without limitation, indirect 
or consequential loss or damage arising out 
of or in connection with the use of this report. 

 

 
i Records of each incident were extracted from the Armed Conflict Location & Event Data 
Project (ACLED) 

https://sites.northwestern.edu/nsail/
https://acleddata.com/

