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Another important artist of this period was Norman Rockwell,
one of the most influential illustrators in American media.
He focused on various local issues and primarily emphasized
their social aspects rather than their political aspects. But
Chaliapin was born in Moscow and was not considered an
American. He had the advantage that he did not need to have a
deep knowledge about the culture of the influential and world-
famous figures he illustrated; for instance he did not need to
understand Mosaddegh, or know where he came from. It was
enough for the editor to hand him a picture so he could make
an illustration in the style of Time Magazine. I don’t intend
to compare these two artists here, but merely want to show
the difference between the points of view of the two artists
working in two different media, during the same time and in
the same country.

But Leslie Illingworth the illustrator of Punch, published in
the UK, was a full-fledged Briton. In a single image, the artist
expresses the magazine’s stance on Mosaddegh, depicting
Mosaddegh’s meeting with the Egyptians in Cairo as a kind
of warning.

Despite all this, seven decades have passed since the publication
of these images. Now that we have read about and lived this
history, perhaps we may understand their meaning better
than the audience of the 1950s, and realize how powerful a
cartoon, a caricature, or an image can be. But what cannot be
easily understood is the price we have paid for this knowledge.

Mohammad Sarvi Zargar

Launched in Sept. 1951, the T-Man series was one of the more
overtly paranoid comic books produced during the Cold War.
Each issue involved its protagonist, U.S. Treasury man Pete Trask,
combating Soviet proxies in a different international locale.
In the third issue from Jan. 1952, Trask is urgently summoned
to Iran (“World peace in balance!”, reads the telegram) where
a Soviet agent has cleverly impersonated him in order to
sabotage an oil deal granting Britain and America exclusive

rights to Iranian oil. As he signs the contract, the Iranian

official comments that they agreed to the deal because the U.S.
and British are proven “friends of Iran” who “respect our laws
and customs as others do not!”

Despite the setting and relevance to current events, there was
no actual Persian flavor to be found. And since homogenized
depictions of Middle Easterners were common at the time, the
Iranians were drawn wearing both turbans and fezes.

In the end, Trask outsmarts the bad guys and foils the Commie
plot, thereby denying Russia access to Iran’s precious oil reserves.
This of course was also a chief rationale for intervening in Iran
in real life. It wasn’t long after that the Anglo-American backed
military coup happened, followed by a major agreementbetween
the new government and a Western oil consortium, discarding
once and for all Iran’s troublesome oil nationalization campaign.



The internationalization of the crisis was inherent to its
beginning. The British government immediately sought to take
it to the International Court in The Hague. At the same time
Britain was involved in postcolonial struggles in Africa (Kenya,
The Sudan, the Suez Canal in Egypt), Iran, and beyond. Many
regions of the awakening world were involved to some extent
in this fight. When the case came before the court, people from
all over the world wanted to see if this will be the last nail in the
coffin of the old colonial powers. Dr. Mosaddegh represented
his own administration. He argued that the court has no
jurisdiction in this case, because the conflict is not between
two countries, but between a country and a private company.
The next stage was the United Nations Security Council. It
brought the story to the center of world news, to New York.
Mosaddegh traveled to the United States. He was welcomed
warmly almost at every stop. When Mosaddegh was visiting
the UN, the Egyptian major daily, Al-Ahram announced that the
Iranian premier will be stopping over for a four-day visit on
his way back to Tehran. At the same time, Britain was de-facto
controlling Egypt. The fact that a formal visit of Mosaddegh
could take place was a lot to process for British officials. During
Mosaddegh’s visit to the UN demonstrations took place in
Egypt against the British forces and the Nahas government.
On the day of the visit (20 November 1951) the first page of
Al-Ahram was adorned with a large portrait of Mosaddegh.
Throughout this crisis Mosaddegh continued to represent
the hope, the possibility of a different future. Egypt had gone
throughitsownrevolutioninJuly 1952, whenagroup of military
officers overthrew the monarchy, and in many ways the new
government in Egypt rhymed with the Mosaddegh government
in Iran. In fact, years later, Gamal Abd al-Nasser admitted that
he was trying to avoid the mistakes that Mosaddegh made.
In August 1953, between the 14th and the 19th there were
two coup attempts in Iran. It became clear pretty soon that the
US and Britain were behind this operation. The shockwaves
that were felt all over the world were amplified by another
colonial intrusion in Morocco. During this time a cartoon
appeared in Akhbar al-Youm, the inner-meaning of which may

hint to something else in the Egyptian context. Perhaps the belief
that the Shah’s final act will come unexpectedly as the old Wafd
and the Monarchy in Egypt ended one day.

Another cartoon in the same newspaper appeared a week later
and showed “Saint Churchill and his miracles” pointing out all the
simultaneous aggressions of Britain in the region.

To summarize, these cartoons and visual expressions depict
Mosaddegh and his affair in the local context of other societies.
There is an argument to be made here that in a society with
relatively low literacy, these graphic texts attest to the place one
has in the public discourse. More than all it shows that Mosaddegh
was an international figure with resonance far beyond the
borders of Iran.

Siamak Panahi

In 1951 and 1952, news coverage on Iran and the nationalization
of its oil industry was very prominent and western media could
no longer ignore the issue. It was simply impossible to continue
to depict cats, palm trees, and miniature characters and claim
that a group from this country intended to stand up to Great
Britain despite having the same ridiculous appearance as before.
So articles started to be written, exploring new topics such as the
current condition of Iran and its people, the position of Iran vis-a-
vis other countries, and most importantly, the old man who was
its prime minister, and where he came from and what he wanted.
It was in this process that in 1951, Time Magazine printed
Mosaddegh’s picture on its cover, as Man of the Year, but under
the headline: “He oils the wheels of chaos!” The illustrator of this
cover was Boris Chaliapin, who as illustrator and designer tended
toward realism. In most cases, and in line with the magazine’s
policies, he emphasized the importance of introducing the
subject, rather than expressing any personal views. For instance
Mosaddegh’s portrait has an extraordinary resemblance to the
person being depicted, while in the background the artist has
depicted the oil rigs of Khuzestan on one side, and the Suez Canal
on the other, targeting the issue of Egypt.



'the second anniversary of the nationalization of oil. There

are also a number of sketches based on a famous portrait of
Dr. Mosaddegh, which in terms of their quality of line and
presentation of Mosaddegh'’s character, are very different from
other images published in the 50s. The expressive, colorful
lines of these drawings foretell Mohasses’s future creations
and his point of view.
During a period of Mohasses’s work the characters gradually
became more and more unsightly and repellent, their bodies
became hairy, and their arms and legs were too long and
disproportional to their small bodies and ridiculous looking
heads. But his sketches of Mosaddegh are very human; as
if they reflect the ideas he held as a young man about the
nationalization of oil and Dr. Mosaddegh. There is a possibility
that his drawings of Mosaddegh in later years are recreations
of an exciting political character... but even these humorous
drawings can be seen as an extension of Ardeshir Mohasses’s
realistic and documentary point of view, because he always
believed that, “Caricatures are the records of an era!”

Mohammad Hassan Hamedi

Biuk Ahmari was born in1920. Perhaps it was his good fortune
that a branch of the Sanaye Mostazrafe art school (created by
Kamal-ol-Molk) was established in his hometown of Tabriz by
Mir Mosavar Arjhangi in the same year he was born.

Ahmar was a strong designer. He knew carpet design, drafting,
miniature painting, and even created incomparable works in
the forgotten art of glass painting. He did lacquer work and
enamel work as well as old masters, and was considered
a pioneer in graphic design. His importance in restoring
ancient manuscripts is well recognized, which he did with full
knowledge about the history of the pieces he restored. For a
time, Ahmari became absorbed in the art of calligraphy, and by
learning from the masters of this art, such as Mirza Gholamreza
Isfahani, he made great advances in a very short time. It is not
clear when and how he learned to make caricatures, but it is
assumed that he became interested in this art form through

his teacher, Rasam Arjhangi. This assumption is based on the .
fact that Arjhangi’s paintings sometimes included features of
caricatures, and also because from the 1920s Arjhangi worked as
a caricaturist with publications such as Nahid and Omid, and is
considered one of the pioneers of this art form.

When Ahmari moved to Tehran in 1942, he established a studio
named “Fine Arts”. Initially this studio was active in theater
stage design, and environmental graphics, namely designs for
storefronts and governmental offices. But soon, it also became
involved in book publication. Ahmari probably published his first
cartoon in 1952 in the humor magazine Shangool.

In 1950 Ahmari joined Chalangar publication for its 4th issue,
where in addition to publishing works in his own name, he also
published under the pseudonyms Farzi, Shiva, and Sayyar. His
works in Chalangar include both illustrations and caricatures,
where he makes minimal use of lines, and expert use of hatching.
Ahmari was very familiar with different segments of Iranian
society, and his work includes wanderers, the poor, farmers,
street sellers, bankers, constables, hooligans and thugs hired by
political powers, important political figures, and global political
symbols such as Uncle Sam, and many others.

Ahmari was also an expert in drawing cartoon portraits. His
caricatures can be considered important visual documents
recording the period between 1950 to the 1953 coup d’état. After
the closure of Chalangar he worked with Sepid-o-Siah, Omid-e
Iran, Ferdowsi, and other publications. But one of his most
significant contributions to the field of Iranian caricatures was
training students who followed his example.

Biuk Ahmari’s amazing and prolific life came to an end on
October 26, 2008.

Lior Sternfeld

Shortly after Iran’s Prime Minister, Dr. Mohammad Mosaddegh,
nationalized the Anglo Iranian Oil Company, the ‘Oil Crisis’ as
it was dubbed, turned from an Iranian affair—or Anglo-Iranian
affair—into a global cause.



to prevent the military from firing on the protesters. In the oil
workers’ strike that took place in Mahshahr in response to the
British-Iran Oil Company’s cutting of wages, women appeared
in throngs, standing in front of cannons and tanks in support
of the male workers.
During the efforts for the nationalization of oil, according
to public reports sent to Parliament from Abadan, in the
25,000-strong labor strikes that took place men and women
sat on the ground blocking military tanks. In the list of the
29 who were Kkilled or injured during the incident of 30-Tir
(July 21) in Kermanshah, there is a woman by the name of
Aghdas. And a report received by Mosaddegh’s government
from all the different provinces about the 30-Tir incident
states that there were four women among the 94 who were
wounded and killed.
However, in the political imagery that appears during that
time we witness women in a negative role, and not as active
participants. There are many examples where the image of
women in newspaper cartoons and caricatures is only used to
ridicule masculine features; for instance, Mosaddegh depicted
as a female dancer.
Despite all this, and despite Mosaddegh’s failure in granting
women the right to vote and participate in Parliament, women
continued their presence in civil gatherings, supporting the
policy of the nationalization of oil, and as a group of political
activists they persevered and showed fierce resistance on this
path without backing down.

Mahsa Tehrani / Seyyed Emadeddin Ghoreshi

According to Ardeshir Mohasses himself, as well as ]alal
Matini’'s research titled, “Parvin E’tesami’s letters and some
points regarding her life and book of poetry”, Mohasses
was born in Rasht in 1926. His mother, who was a poet,
calligrapher, and women’s rights activist, influenced his early
life and it is during this time that he discovered the language of
imagery. In 1962, he graduated with a law degree focused on
political science, from Tehran University.

His first caricature-like drawings appeared in publications '
such as Bakhtar-e Emrooz and Tofigh when his family moved
to Tehran in 1942. Throughout his career, Mohasses’s greatest
sources of inspiration remained Iranian miniatures, popular
paintings, old engravings, and photographs. Many of his pieces
are combinations of old book illustrations, photographs from the
Qajar era, and newspaper clippings.

One of the characteristics of Mohasses’s caricatures is that the
elimination of the subtext does not remove the meaning of the
image. During this time, most of the work produced by Mohasses
and other illustrators for different publications have the same
quality and are very similar to one another. In these drawings,
Mohasses signs his name differently each time, spelling out his
full name, or using an abbreviation. In this period his work has
a quality of realism and few abstract features. Some of his works
for Tofigh newspaper include:

A drawing published in 1951 where Mosaddegh is holding the
nation’s beard and the King is handing him a pair of scissors.

A caricature in two parts published in issue 29, in spring of 1953,
showing the people standing in opposition to the government.

In issue 40, published in summer of 1952 he has another
caricature in two parts that refers to Ahmad Ghavam-ol-Saltaneh.
A caricature published in issue 41 in summer of 1952 insinuates
the collaboration between the Royal guard (army) and the police
in suppressing the proponents of the nationalization of oil.
Another drawing in issue 42 of that same year refers to policies of
the British government.

Issue number 4 in fall of 1952 criticizes Churchill, while issue 13
in winter of 1952 refers to the rapprochement between Asdollah
and Abdollah.

A caricature published in issue 14 of that same year once again
refers to the quarrels and disagreements between Asdollah
and Abdollah.

Issue 16 published in early winter of 1953 hints at a criticism of
Seyyed Ziaeddin Tabatabaei, and in issue 23 published in spring
of 1953 Mohasses refers to the discord between parliament
representatives.

There is a drawing by Mohasses in the March 19th, 1953 issue
of Bakhtar-e Emrooz Newspaper, published on the occasion of |



purpose of humor is not just to make us laugh, but to nudge us
and wake us up, and thus, it has a sacred and social goal. Satire
is about a sense of responsibility and social commitment.
Whether in word or imagery, it plays an important role in
forming public opinion and giving shape to revolutionary
movements. From the time of the constitutional era to the
present time, satire has played an important social and
political role, and many Iranian publications have used humor
in order to express their political orientation. Naseem-e
Shomal, Chalangar, Tofigh, and Gol-Agha are among Iran’s
most important contemporary satirical publications.
Chalangar was a humor magazine published by Mohammad
Ali Afrashteh, a poet from Guilan province. This newspaper
was established on March 8th, 1951, concurrent with the
nationalization of the Iranian oil industry, and it lasted as long
as the oil nationalization movement did. Over two and a half
years of its publication, Chalangar focused on many subjects
including defending the rights of workers, farmers and the
poor; criticism of the Shah; pointing out the chasm between
different economic classes; and published poems, texts,
images, and caricatures about important political events, such
as the nationalization of the oil industry.

Given that the publication’s years of activity coincided with the
nationalization of the oil industry, one of its most important
topics was often the issue of “0il”. For example, Abu Torab Jelli
published a poem in Chalangar, intended to alert its readers
- which were primarily composed of the general public - that
Iran’s oil belongs to them and they must not allow foreigners to
profitfromit. Another example was when the British sabotaged
the oil workers’ strike in the south, and Mohammad Parastesh
in his humorous poem “Sar-Khar” (intrusive) made the people
aware of the Iranian government’s collusion with the British.
It is worth noting that Chalangar’s stance was in defense of
workers. As the editor of this magazine, Mohammad Ali
Afrashteh supported the working class and his poems clearly
express this. The publication’s position is also quite clear in
the poems that were published in memory of the martyrs of
the 30-Tir (July 21st) incident. Another feature of Chalangar

was criticism of individuals, like Baghaie and Qavam, who were .
attacked and humiliated in various ways in this publication.

But the publication’s harsh criticism of the country’s social and
economic situation was not taken lightly by the powers that
be, and as a result, it was often shut down. On December 6th,
1951, instigated by monarchists, a number of hooligans led by
Sha’ban Jafari, attacked and looted the magazine’s offices, where
Afrashteh and his family also lived.

Finally, it must be noted that in humor magazines texts and
images are usually complementary to one another. Sometimes
this relationship is quite strong, and if either is eliminated (text
or image) it will be detrimental to the effect the piece will have.
This dual relationship is clearly visible in the poetry and images
printed in Chalangar magazine.

Robabeh Motaghedi

Modern historiography is of the opinion that there are no traces
of women in political history. But if we seek traces of women
and their voices, without a doubt we will find them in historical
archives; not only in the field of social and cultural history, but
even in the context of political history.
Thefirstassumptionabouttherole of womeninthenationalization
of oil is that given their second-class status as stay-at-home
citizens, they were passive and had no role in this movement.
But an alternative hypothesis is that women may have played an
active role alongside men, but for certain reasons - including the
failure of historians to refer to different documents - their role
has remained unrecognized and unseen. A few articles and books
pass a cursory glance at the role of women, but the women they
focus on are primarily the prostitutes that were part of Sha’ban
Jaffari’s team, or members of the Tudeh (communist) Party.

But as an example of the presence of women during this historical
period one can point to the events in Kermanshah, Isfahan, and
Abadan. Despite the government’s efforts at preventing public
rallies, there are archival documents depicting marches in
Isfahan and other cities, where women stand alongside men in
protests and strikes, and even stand in the front rows in order



' The first time the confrontation between these two characters

was published on a cover penned by Hassan Tofigh, was
January 15th, 1953. This pattern continued, focusing on
Mosaddegh and Kashani’s disagreements over the issue of oil,
until in issue 37 of the newspaper, it reached its peak, with the
publication clearly criticizing Ayatollah Kashani. This stance
continued until the final issue that referred to the character
of Asdollah, and the coup d’état of 1953, and ultimately the
closure of the publication.
In the issues that have been examined one can clearly trace the
use of popular culture as a tool to attract the public’s attention to
the controversy between Dr. Mosaddegh and Ayatollah Kashani.
Most of the caricatures depict aspects of popular culture by
focusing on popular beliefs, superstitions, stories, proverbs,
satires, poems, songs, myths, symbols, mythical creatures,
historical characters, etc. In fact these were some of the most
important manifestations of popular culture, influenced
by a political atmosphere and presented as caricatures
that formed the national identity of Tofigh newspaper.

Esmaeil Abasi

Ever since the time of Philipon, the famous French painter
and caricaturist, and his caricature in three scenes depicting
Louis Phillipe as a pear, caricatures gained importance as
historical documents.

The 1940s was an era when caricatures became an important
art form in Iranian media, and were well received by the
public. This was a time when Iran faced a level of chaos along
with some political freedom. The most important event of
this time, namely the nationalization of oil, led caricatures
to not only focus on subjects such as the critique of tyranny
and defense of freedom and social justice, but to also play an
important role in educating the public about clear and obscure
proceedings surrounding the issue of oil, while using the
language of humor.

This was a time when Mohammad Mosaddegh, as the head of
government and a nationalist and anti-communist politician,

forced the Americans to defend Iran given the country’s .
assumptions about Britain as an oil-hungry empire. As a joint
oil consortium was taking shape between Britain and America,
American media began to defend Mosaddegh in an attempt to gain
the approval of Iranian nationalists. This led Time Magazine to
select Mosaddegh for its cover of the Man of the Year issue. After
the 1953 coup d’état and the fall of Mosaddegh’s government,
shared western policies came together to turn this country into
an important ally in the Middle East.

It was at this time that Iranian caricaturists turned to the
subject of humor based on the political orientation of different
publications. Chalangar and Bakhtar-e Emrooz Newspapers,
which were connected to Iran’s Tudeh Party (communist party),
openly defended the position of the Soviet Union on oil, while
attacking the British and remaining cautious toward the United
States. In contrast, caricatures in pro-British papers referred to
Mosaddegh as an American stooge and a Soviet ally.

The well-known Tofigh Newspaper focused more on national and
political movements around the subject of oil, and its caricatures
played an analytical role in criticizing foreign powers in the
form of printed proverbs and drawings. Some of the subjects of
these caricatures included the role of the Soviet Union and its
own demands over Iranian oil in the competition between the
US and Britain, the oil case in the Hague Tribunal, and the power
and influence of the United States and Britain. There was even
a caricature published in a right-wing newspaper that explicitly
shows Stalin lurking in ambush for Iranian oil resources after the
departure of Britain.

In general, caricatures published in newspapers during this time
are important documents that can provide researchers with clues
about political issues, such as the nationalization of oil, and many
other political and social developments, as well as the role of
individuals in these historic transformations.

Aida Parspour

Satire offers an indirect critique of society’s perversion, using
humor, as a means of correcting its flaws and shortcomings. The



| of the oil industry “all over Iran”, or in “southern Iran” was
a slogan portrayed by caricaturists, whether professional or
amateur, in these various publications.
But it was the caricatures of the opposition that conveyed
individual and collective grudges, as well as the offensive
plans of the east and west in the early years of the Cold War.
Caricatures in publications affiliated with the royal court
called the prime minister a liar, and a mutual servant of
Russia and Britain, and held him responsible for paving the
way for global communism led by the Soviets. For instance in
response to Time Magazine naming Mosaddegh “Man of the
Year”, the newspaper Mard-e Asia (Man of Asia) called him,
“Whore of the Year”, depicting him as an ugly, old man holding
a hammer in one hand and a sickle in the other. Khojaesteh
Newspaper also published a caricature where Mosaddegh’s
head is burning in the fires of Charshanbe-Suri (a ceremony of
the Persian New Year) as a man in rural dress jumps over the
fire. Below this image is a text: “The nation wishes to celebrate
this year’s Charshanbe-Suri in this way!”
At the same time, communist newspapers printed hateful
slogans and obscene images, denouncing the government’s
supporters-such as the Iranian Party, and the Pan-Iranists-
as foreign stooges, hooligans, and looters. Mosaddegh was
also insulted in every single issue. He was described as a
servant of British, and even American, colonialism. The most
unpleasant caricatures were published in Chalangar, the
satirical publication associated with the Tudeh (communist)
party. Taking advantage of Mosaddegh’s decree, preventing
the closure of publications that spoke against him, this
newspaper published the ugliest, most vulgar political
cartoons of this period.
After the American/British coup d’état of 1953, the Tudeh
party crawled into the shadows and its later secret publications
lacked caricatures. But other publications continued their
bullying, even going as far as demanding the execution of
Mosaddegh and his colleagues; including the newspapers
Shalagh, Nabard-e Mellat, and Man of Asia...
Many of the caricaturists of this period are unknown,

| particularly since most of these caricatures lack signatures.

There are also those who used pseudonyms and abbreviations. .
In the research that has been done on the eventful time between
19511953, little attention has been paid to caricatures, despite
the fact that many of these images are more expressive than most
articles, and paying attention to them will undoubtedly add value
to any work of research.

Seyyed Emadeddin Ghareshi

The examination of cartoons and caricatures in different periods
shows that this art form, despite its uniqueness in terms of
collective action, has had a better opportunity for expression
in humor magazines and newspapers. Reviewing caricatures of
the past century in Iran, reminds us that (political) cartoons and
caricatures, have developed alongside many social and political
incidents over the years. But after the transition from the first
to second Pahlavi regime in the early 1940s, and the appearance
of different political parties, the public quickly entered a semi-
political atmosphere. In those years, Tofigh publication and other
humor magazines such as Baba Shomal, Haji Baba, etc. were
among controversial and popular publications that became part
of popular culture.

Humorous songs performed in theaters prior to the start of the
play, are what attracted spectators to theaters. Ghasem-Kouri
was one of the characters of these pre-performance attractions
that gained quite a following. But it was Tofigh newspaper that
made clever use of this character to express the disagreements
between political figures, particularly Dr. Mosaddegh and
Ayatollah Kashani. In its second period, this newspaper focused
on the dispute between Mosaddegh and Kashani, and by applying
pseudonyms to these individuals (Mosaddegh became Abdollah,
and Kashani became Asdollah), it introduced them as Ghasem-
Kouri’s sons. The newspaper’s cover page, penned by “Hassan
Tofigh”, depicted these two characters and their disputes,
referring to popular slangs used in pre-performance attractions,
etc., such as “Stop it Asdollah!” and “That’s enough Abdollah!”



Tehran. People of Iran! I have good news! In a few moments,
General Zahedi, the prime minister, will read a message
from the King. People in different parts of Iran! Be alert!
Mosaddegh the traitor has fled... Thousands of people were
shot in Tehran today, by the traitor Mosaddegh... The people
have torn Hossein Fatemi to pieces..” This was the voice of
Mehdi Mirashrafi, a parliament representative and head of
Atash Newspaper, broadcasting lies on the radio. At this time,
Mohammad Mosaddegh was in his home, weeping at the fake
news of Fatemi’s death.

With the nationalization of the Iranian oil industry, Britain
lost its largest foreign asset during its post-war economic
crisis. In the beginning of 1950, the Oil Company fired more
of its workers, canceled promised bonuses, and reduced the
company’s expenses. The ensuing protests and strikes in the
south, spread to other cities. Amid the turmoil, the Anglophile
speaker of parliament, Jamal Imami, asked Mosaddegh to
accept the position of prime minister, and to his surprise,
Mosaddegh agreed.

Britain only appeared to accept the nationalization of oil. While
it repeatedly pretended to accept reasonable compromises,
in practice it did not accept any of the negotiations that
recognized the nationalization and expropriation of the British-
Iranian Oil Company. Meanwhile the United States and Britain
concluded that as long as Mosaddegh was prime minister,
no compromise could be reached. Truman, the US president,
first called for negotiations and tried to show neutrality on
the matter. Thus, Britain realized that economic pressure and
propaganda campaigns against Mosaddegh could be a way to
persuade America to bring Mosaddegh'’s reign to an end.

Ann Lambton, the British Embassy’s press attaché in Iran, had
suggested to the Foreign Office that Mosaddegh’s position
could be undermined by covert means. Britain’s most
important propaganda tools were the Rashidian brothers.
But America’s main pawns were Farrokh Keivani and Ali
Jalali, who were responsible for distributing the money they
received from the CIA among newspapers, Taj Sports Club,
traditional sports venues, and anti-communists.

The first British plan to overthrow Mosaddegh was presented to
the CIA in September 1952, and was named “Operation Boot”".
In January of 1953, once Eisenhower came to power, the British
plan was accepted under the name TPAJAX Project. Ultimately
Kermit Roosevelt convinced the Shah to sign two decrees: first,
to order the removal of Mosaddegh from office, and second, to
appoint General Zahedi as prime minister.

The coup d’état took place over four days, three of which marked
Mosaddegh and his allies as victorious. But on the fourth day,
August 19th, 1953, the page turned. Kermit Roosevelt had
persuaded the Shah to approve the coup over several meetings.
The Shah may have signed two blank documents prior to leaving
Tehran. His departure from Tehran was a ploy that had led to
large-scale demonstrations in his support in March of that year.
Nowhere was there any mention of oil. It seemed that the issue
for everyone was whether Iran would remain a monarchy or fall
into the hands of communists. But it was Mosaddegh himself who
dealt the final blow. His meeting with Henderson, which was
intended to avoid chaos, was the meeting of a prime minister
with an army that had planned to stage a coup against him, and it
paved the way for another coup.

Sixty years later, the US National Security Archives released
documents that for the first time confirmed the role of the CIA
in the Iranian coup; a role that Britain has never acknowledged
over the years. These documents openly refer to a “psychological
war” against Mosaddegh.

Nasereddin Parvin

The love and attachment of supporters of Mosaddegh and the
Nationalist Movement does not require much elaboration. They
considered Mosaddegh a representative of Iran’s nationalism and
its desire to nationalize the oil industry, and the target of hostile
foreigners. Such cartoons or caricatures depicted the old leader as
a tall well-dressed man, in conflict with the British Oil Company
and even the British government and its Iranian stooges. What
they wanted was to cut off foreign hands from Iran, and even
other countries like India, Turkey, and Egypt. The nationalization |



of relative harmony, the tone and expression of political views
concerning domestic issues was relatively moderate. But
debates became sharper as time went on and things reached a
stage of stalemate.

It is difficult to find an equal to the following caricatures and
paintings, as far as providing an “image” of the atmosphere
surrounding the nationalization movement of the oil industry,
and its proponents and opponents.

Massoud Kouhestaninejhad

This article attempts to trace the evolution of the anti-colonial
movement in Iran’s oil industry through caricatures drawn
during this movement’s peak in the years 1949-1951.

Prior to the signing of the amended agreement of July 7%,
1949, the subject of oil did not have a serious presence in the
political and economic cartoons depicted at that time in Iran.
But a short while later things changed. With the signing of the
amended agreement between representatives of the Iranian
government and the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, oil became
an attractive subject for caricaturists. On the day that the
agreement was signed, a cartoon appeared on the cover of
Ashofteh Weekly, depicting the US, British, and Soviet control
of the region’s oil fields. A few weeks later, by publishing
a humorous drawing, Tofigh Magazine tried to create an
atmosphere of hope rather than despair, as related to the
amended agreement. But the important aspect of this drawing
was that it showed the unification of the state and the public.
Over the following weeks, and as the conditions of the
amended agreement became clear, the covers of Khandaniha
Magazine started to show the pessimism in Iranian society,
whichcontinueduntilthe earlymonthsof1950andtheelections
for the 16" parliament. Caricatures published in this magazine
narrated the formation of the eighteen-person commission,
headed by Dr. Mosaddegh, and emphasized the role of
Mosaddegh in subjects related to Iran’s oil. Simultaneously, a
caricature in Tofigh Magazine addressed important problems

faced by the country in the 1940s-including the invasion of Iran
on August 25", issues surrounding parliamentary elections, and
even the assassination of Mohammad Massoud - presenting them
as a result of British interference.

But the anti-colonial oil movement in Iran faced new challenges
with the coming to power of General Razmara’s cabinet in July
1950. During this time, one of the main subjects of caricatures/
photographs was the actions taken by Razmara’s government
relating to oil.

In early December, the parliament’s oil commission prepared a
report on the Gas-Golshayan amended agreement, whereby it
rejected this agreement. The December 7" issue of Khandaniha
Magazine focused on this subject in its photographs/caricatures.
The cartoons from this time, all depict the subject of oil as a great,
multi-faceted struggle, both on domestic and international fronts.
An example is Bakhtar-Emrooz Newspaper, which in February
1951 published a drawing on the “vital importance of oil for
the British army”. Ashofteh Magazine and Tofigh Magazine also
covered the exploitation of Iranian oil by the Angol-Iranian Oil
Company. One of the issues of Khandaniha Magazine even went
as far as insulting Dr. Taheri. A caricature was published in the
February 27%, 1951 issue of Bakhtar-Emrooz Newspaper, exactly
a week prior to General Razmara’s assassination, attacking the
prime minister. And finally, in winter of 1951, we begin to witness
the emergence of the “nationalization of 0il” as a subject of cartoons.
Tofigh Magazine, Bakhtar-Emrooz Newspaper, and Ashofteh
Magazine, published drawings depicting public protests in support
of the nationalization of oil, while also warning Dr. Mosaddegh.
The investigation of each of these caricatures and cartoons, in
addition to expressing their visual qualities, presents us with
interesting information about the situation of Iran at that time;
and this information allows a deeper understanding and offers a
clearer picture of the anti-colonial oil movement.

Sahar Karimi

It was past noon when the radio program was interrupted with
this voice, “Hello! Hello! This is Tehran. Hello! Hello! This is
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Kaveh Bayat

Shortly before World War I, when the British government
purchased a majority stake in the British-Iranian oil company, it
gradually became clear that a vast wealth and income was being
divided, with Iran only making a small profit.

Other topics were included in the negotiations and disputes
between Iran and Britain, such as Iran’s sovereignty over the
islands in the Persian Gulf, customs tariffs, [ranian air rights, etc.,
all of which had been the subject of discussion since 1925 and the
first days of Reza Shah'’s reign.

With the collapse of Reza Shah’s government and the events
leading to September 1931 and the occupation of Iran by Russian,
British, and American military forces, the political context of the
country drastically changed.

In this great transformation Iran once again became an arena of
confrontation and competition for foreign powers, where one
of the main issues, due to its increasing economic and political
importance, was oil. Now, in addition to Britain, other powers
such as Russia (the Soviet Union) and the United States, which
had previously tried and failed to gain a share in this Iranian
resource, began to show more determination.

Another change was the appearance of a significant political
openness and the formation of different political movements,
which during the previous dictatorship had not had a chance
for expression. It was in this context that a new political force
sought to form a movement in opposition to the policies of the Oil
Company, and its main supporter (the British government).

One of the central features of the movement for the
nationalization of oil was its pervasive popularity. Since the
beginning of the discussions on the nationalization of the oil
industry in the late 1940s during the prime ministership of
Mosaddegh, much attention had been paid to the possible
impact of policies on “public opinion”.

The nationalization movement had different states of ups and
downs, each of which had a different impact on the tone and
manner of its expression of objections or agreements on different
policies. In the early stages of the movement, which was a period
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