Part 1 - Learning to use LionSearch

1. List the 3 Boolean operators LionSearch accepts and describe the operation each performs.
- AND, this will narrow a search. The more words or phrases connected by AND the fewer
and more specific the results retrieved.
- OR, this will broaden your search. OR link similar concepts or ideas.
- NOT, this narrows a search as it excludes any item containing that specific search term
init.
2. Explain the difference between “information systems” and information systems.
-When you are searching “information systems” you are searching for results with the words
connected in the articles or links. When you search information systems then you are
searching articles or links that contain those two words, however, they may not be
connected to each other directly in the articles or links. They could appear anywhere in the
subject matter without connecting to each other.

3. If you wanted to see if the Penn State Libraries had a book, but only knew the ISBN number
(052133739), then what is the query you would need to enter?

- You would do an advanced search under the option “ISBN” and click “expand results:
Include results from outside your library's collection”
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A. What is the title of the book?

“Plans and situated actions: the problem of human-machine communication”

B. Who is the author?
by Suchman, Lucille Alice



Part 2 — Learning about Queries

1. In LionSearch, enter the query Penn State. Note how many results LionSearch returned.
4,313,284 results

2. InLionSearch, enter the query “Penn State. Were more or fewer results returned?
Explain why.
Fewer results came back as the search was refined to pairing the words instead of just
having both words in the results.

3. InLionSearch, enter the query “Penn State” NOT football. How many results were
returned?
1,008,737 results

4. What is the query asking the search engine to find?
The query is asking the search engine to find all items in the library that reply to Penn
State with the 2 words combined, however, leaving out all items pertaining to Penn
State football.

Part 3 — Create your Own Query

Describe the subject about which you are searching for information.
- lam looking for information on infrastructure security.

List the query you will use to find the information about the subject you choose. Remember to
consider using the Boolean operators to improve you results.
- lused “infrastructure security”
Answer this: how many results were returned from your query?
- 83
List the titles of the first 3 results returned.
- RCR_Meeting_minutes_-_February_28, 2012
- socscilfinal08
- InformationSciences

Answer this: Did the query return adequate results? If your answer is “yes” then state why you
think so. If your answer is “no”, then state how you could change your query to get better
results.

- ldon’t think it did.

-l could change the search query to “infrastructure security” NOT class.



6.

Filter the results to include only those materials Penn State has access to online. Next, you will
save these items to a folder that allows you to save your work and perform other tasks. To add
these items to your folder, click on the plus (+) sign on the right side of the publication. This will
add your results to your “Flow” folder. To see he items in the folder, click on the folder icon at
the top of the page.

List the titles of the item in the Flow folder and include the links to the materials to your
homework document. You can do this by right-clicking on the Link hyperlink and select Copy
Link, Copy Link Address, or Copy Link Location (the exact option depends on the specific
browser you are using) and then Paste it into your answer document.
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