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Territorial Contender Codesheet
TC Vital Statistics:
Territorial Contender (name(s) of TC): Komala/ Kurdish Democratic Party/ Republic of Mahabad
Year of birth: 15 December 1945
How born: began to receive armaments from the Soviets, became more autonomous, declared independence “Now Qazi Muhammad decided to declare the independence of western Azarbaijan. On 15 December a small ceremony in Mahabad marked the foundation of the Kurdish People’s Government.” (McDowall, p. 241)
Year of death: 1946
How died: Iranian forces reestablished control of the area “However, fearing that they might loot the town, and at Qazi Muhammad’s request, he also sent regular troops to secure Mahabad on 15 December.” (McDowall, p. 245)
Connection to Other TCs (e.g. splinter group): Azarbaijan People’s Government
Hosts (“official state” to which TC’s assets incorrectly/eventually assigned): Iran 
TC “country” code (filled in by Lemke): 630.9

TC Physical/Political Characteristics:
Geographic Area of TC (estimates, with years): The map below shows the territory to cover about 20% of Iranian Azerbaijan (west and east combined).  Wikipedia (“Provinces of Iran”) reports West Azerbaijan = 37,437 km2, East Azerbaijan = 45,650 km2, which totals 83,087 km2.  Twenty percent of that is 16,617 km2.
Characteristics of Area (mountains, jungles, etc): “The climate is mountainous with cold winters and temperate summers. Mahabad river flows through the capital.” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahabad_County#Geography
Population of TC (estimates, with years): “Its sovereignty extended northwest from Saqqiz over the northern sections of Iranian Kurdistan with a population of about one million.” (Nationalism, p. 227)
Regime Type Characteristics of TC: Presidential system with a 13 member parliament 
“A national parliament of only 13 members was formed and on 22 January 1946 Qazi Muhammad proclaimed the establishment of the Kurdish republic, a miniscule territory which incorporated the market towns of Mahabad, Bukan, Naqada and Ushnaviya.” (McDowall, p. 241)
“In the interim period, however, the government in Mahabad made no important political or military decisions without consulting prominent tribal leaders such as Amir Khan Shakak, Rashid Beg Herki, or Mulla Mustafa Barzani.

Thus, the executive power of the Republic was in fact, if not in theory, diffused and decentralized along tribal and personal line” (Nationalism, p. 246)
Characteristics of TC’s military: 

“Some 3,000 could bear arms, and of these about 1,200 were individually accountable to Mulla Mustafa.” (Eagleton, p. 56) (in reference to the Barzanis from Iraq)

“The effort resulted in the establishment of the Kurdish National Army. Seif-i Qazi, as Minister of War, designated the officers of the Kurdish army, with tribal chiefs having honorary ranks in it. The Kurdish National Army, had ‘some 70 officers on active duty, assisted by 40…[non-commissioned officers], and 1,200 Sarbaz or privates.’ (Eagleton, Kurdish Republic, p. 78). The army also had four generals, Mohammad Hussein Seif-i Qazi, Omer Khan Sharifi (the chief of Shakak who later betrayed the Republic), Hama Rashid Khan Baneh, and Mulla Mustafa Barzani.

In March 1946, the Soviets sent Captain Salaheddin Kazimov to Mahabad to train the Kurdish Army.” (Nationalism, p. 248)

Shaykh Ahmad Barzani brought 1,000 fighters after his failed rebellion in Iraq


By mid-May, the Republic had 2,100 infantry and 10,650 cavalry at its disposal to combat Iranian forces. (see Eagleton, pp. 91-92 for tribal breakdown) 

Achieved Sovereign Recognition (list by whom: other TCs, IOs, etc.): 

“Beyond it (the territory of the Republic) were certain lands whose chiefs, even the Jajalis in the far north, acknowledged the Republic.” (McDowall, p. 241) 
Miscellaneous Information about TC:  

“In Mahabad itself schools began to teach in Kurdish, translating Persian textbooks into the mother tongue. Thanks to the Soviet provision of a printing press, a daily newspTCr and a monthly journal, both entitled Kurdistan, and certain literary magazines, for example, Hiwa-I Nishtiman, Giru Gali and Mindilan-i Kurd, appeared.” (McDowall, p. 242)

“It (Komala) had a logo with a sun and the letters J.K. at its center. It also had a flag with three colors: red at the top, symbolizing the bloody past and struggle of the Kurdish people; white in the middle, indicating the good-hearted and well-intentioned people of Kurdistan; and green at the bottom, symbolizing the greenness and fertility of Kurdistan.” (Nationalism, p. 236)
“The Kurdish government, which had borrowed twenty thousands tomans (approx.. $4400) from the Tabriz government a few months earlier, was able to repay its debt in Kurdish sugar from the Mianduab refinery.” (Nationalism, p. 249)

“In early April, 1947, five other Kurds were hanged, four in Mahabad, the fifth in Bukan. They were Major Ali Khan Shirzad (in Bukan), Captain Hamid Mazuji, Lt. Mohammed Nazimi, Lt. Rasul Nazadei, and Lt. Abdullah Roshanfikr. Once again the Tehran government established its authority in Mahabad, and with that a long period of political repression began. Kurdish books were gathered in a square by soldiers and burned, and the teaching of the Kurdish language became forbidden.” (Nationalism, p. 257)

TC “International” Relations:
Wars/Conflicts (names, dates, opponents) TC Fought:
April 24 1946 ambush of Iranian troops-21 soldiers KIA, 17 WIA, 40 taken prisoner

May 20 1946 ambush of Iranian recon patrol-3 Iranian soldiers dead

June 15 1946 Iranian assault on Barzanis at Mamashah-Iranians: 22 killed and 40 wounded Kurds: disputed-see entry below

“Early in the morning of 24 April (1946) Colonel Kasra, the Iranian commander at Saqqiz, and about 600 of his troops, including cavalry and artillery support began to march north into ‘enemy’ territory.” “Since the Iranian march had been well publicized, the Barzanis had already placed themselves in ambush. Suddenly rifles opened fire on the Iranian troops from all sides at close quarters, and soon 21 soldiers had been killed, 17 wounded, and 40 taken prisoner. The remainder were chased back to Saqqiz.” (Eagleton, p. 86) 

“On 20 May an Iranian reconnaissance platoon led by Captain Khosravi, a Kurd from Sanandaj, was attacked by a group of Barzanis as it scouted beyond the Saqqiz defence perimeter. Captain Khosravi and two soldiers were killed and the morale of Iranian forces in the area dropped still farther.” (Eagleton, p. 90)

“Early on the morning of 15 June two battalions supported by artillery, tanks, and aircraft started bravely up the gentle slope to the foot of Mamashah. Both Kurdish and Iranian sources agree that the attack which followed was resolute and well executed. Both sides also agree that the Barzanis were virtually invisible in their homespun clothes against the buff hillside. One feature of the battle, however, remains a subject of disagreement. According to Kurdish sources the Mamashah heights were held at the beginning of the fight by thirteen Barzanis armed with rifles and machine-guns and led by the famous warrior, Khalil Khoshawi. During the course of battle, according to these sources, about thirty other Barzanis moved on to the hill to support the thirteen. According to Iranian army sources, however, the Barzani defences at Mamashah were manned by some 500-800 tribesmen. Both sources agree that the Barzanis displayed their usual cool nerve until the range was extremely close. Khalil Khoshawi is said to have ordered his men to fire only within a range of 200 yards and to aim above the waist. By the end of the day the Iranian army had secured the heights and the small Barzani force was in retreat. The army had lost twenty-two killed and forty wounded. And although some Iranian sources suggest that a large number of Kurds were also killed in the battle, Kurdish sources insist that their only loss was Khalil Khoshawi himself who with ten bullet wounds was taken to the Russian Hospital in Tabriz where he died two days later.” (Eagleton, pp. 95-96)


“In the meantime Iranian and Mulla Mustafa’s forces eyed each other warily on the edge of Saqqiz. Soviet officials bribed Amr Khan to take the Shikak and the Harki south to support Barzani’s forces. In Mahabad it was hoped that with the build-up of tribal forces (with a putative strength of 13,000 troops), it might launch an offensive against Saqqiz and even Sanandaj, since government forces were only 5,000 strong and insufficient to take the offensive.  At the end of May (1946) a series of skirmishes took place in which Barzani’s men distinguished themselves for their steadiness under fire and Amr Khan’s men for their timidity. Kurdish prisoners captured by Barzani’s men were pressed into Mahabad’s forces. But with the news of the Tabriz-Tehran agreement, the Soviet Union warned Mahabad to abandon its offensive on Sanandaj and to open negotiations with Tehran. As tribesmen withdrew northwards, so Mahabad’s army dwindled.” (McDowall, p. 243)  Negotiated settlement, during which fatality totals fell to sub-war levels.
Alliances (names, dates, partners) TC Forged: 
Soviet Union 1945-1946, Azarbaijan People’s Government 1945-1946
“In 1944 they (Komala) were making contact with the Kurdish movement in Turkey as well as Iraq. In August 1944 delegates of the three countries met on Mount Dalanpur, where the three borders intersect, to pledge mutual support and a sharing of resources.” (McDowall, p. 238)
“Following the negotiations among Pishevari, Qazi Muhammed, and the Soviet representatives, a treaty was signed on April 23, 1946, between the Kurdish and Azerbaijan governments which provided for military alliance, fair treatment of minorities, exchange of diplomatic missions, and common diplomatic action toward the Teheran government.” (Lenczowski, p. 291)
Treaties (names, dates, partners) TC Signed: 


“According to Kurdish sources, the Treat of Friendship and Alliance that was signed on 23 April 1946 was imposed by the Soviet officials who occupied a near-by room during the negotiations.” (Eagleton, p. 82) (treaty between Azerbaijanis and Kurds)

“In April 1946 Qazi Muhammad returned to Tabriz at the behest of the Soviets to resolve the differences between Kurds and Azaris so as to present a united front against Tehran. These talked culminated in a treaty on 23 April. In order to meet the frictions in Urumiya and Miandoab districts, this allowed for the appointment of Kurdish or Azari officials and full cultural encouragement in those parts of the respective administrations where these communities formed a minority. But the treaty also smacked of complete independence from Tehran, allowing for the exchange of representatives between the administrations; the formation of a joint economic commission; mutual military assistance; and negotiations with Tehran to be in ‘the joint interest’ of the two administrations. In a fit of amnesia regarding long years of mutual dislike, both signatory nations undertook to punish any individual or group seeking to destroy the ‘historic friendship and democratic brotherhood of the Azarbaijanis and the Kurds’.” (McDowall, pp. 242-243)
Arms Transfers (partners, dates) TC experienced: “They (Soviet Union) began to arm the Kurds.” (McDowall, p. 240)

“Contrary to previous promises, the Soviet military assistance remained very limited. Apart from the 10,000 Persian Brno rifles, the Republic received about 20 trucks and jeeps, but the promised tanks and heavy artillery never reached Mahabad.” (Nationalism, p. 248)
Consistent Trade Partners (dates, commodities):  

“The mainstay crop produced in tribal areas was tobacco, but without access to their market elsewhere in Iran they began to experience hardship, in spite of Soviet arrangements to exchange the tobacco and wheat crops for sugar and cotton.” (McDowall, p. 244)
Descriptive Narrative of TC:


In 1941, Britain and the Soviet Union occupied the south and north of Iran, respectively. As a result, the pro-German Reza Shah abdicated the throne to his son, Muhammead Reza. The area in between the two “spheres of influence” of the occupying forces allowed the Kurds of Iran to establish a Kurdish republic a few years later.


The notable and cleric Qazi Muhammad initially set out on this goal in September of 1941 when he went to the British in order to gain protection from the Iranian government, but the Soviet Union stepped in and quickly won over the Kurds in Iran. The Soviets brought representatives to Baku in order to win them over. After returning from Baku, the delegates formed a Kurdish High Committee of Health and Safety. In May 1942, another meeting was arranged in Baku, but the Soviets did not believe that it was the correct time for independence.

In September 1942, 15 Mahabad townspeople formed the group Komala-i Jiyanawi Kurdistan in order to promote the idea of an independent Kurdish state. By April 1943, membership had swelled to 100, and in August 1944 Kurds from Iran, Iraq and Turkey met and pledged mutual support and the sharing of resources. Despite the growing influence of the group, it still lacked a visible leader in order to propagate its ideals. In 1944, Qazi Muhammad pledged his support for the group, and in April 1945 he was admitted to the group and became its president. While membership of Komala was initially a middle-class driven movement, the induction of Qazi Muhammad shifted this dynamic to the upper class of Mahabad. The Soviet Union continued to support the Kurdish movement, and in 1945 they formed the Kurdistan-Soviet Cultural Relations Society in order to take the Komala network public. Furthermore, they began to arm the Kurds. As the Kurds became more autonomous from Tehran, Qazi Muhammad announced the formation of the Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran, which in turn absorbed much of the leadership from Komala. In October 1945, Mulla Mustafa and Shaykh Ahmad of the Barzanis from Iraq fled to Mahabad territory after their failed rebellion.

Towards the end of 1945, Azerbaijanis forced out Iranian forces and on December 10 they declared the Azerbaijan People’s Government. Taking their lead, on December 15 Qazi Muhammad declared independence for the people of Mahabad.  Under the new Mahabad Republic, the towns of Mahabad, Bukan, Naqada and Ushnaviya fell under its jurisdiction. 

From the very beginning, tensions were high between the Azerbaijan People’s Government and Mahabad. In April 1946, the Treaty of Friendship and Alliance was signed in order to mitigate the tensions between the two. Despite this, in mid-June the Azerbaijan came to an agreement with Tehran in which all of Azerbaijan came back under Iranian control and its government ministers were appointed as administrators in the province.


Also during this time, the Mahabad Republic, specifically the Barzanis, became engaged in multiple military conflicts with the Iranian government. On April 24, 1946 the Barzanis ambushed Iranian troops resulting in no losses for the Barzanis while the Iranian forces incurred 21 dead, 17 wounded and 40 were taken prisoner. Furthermore, on May 20, the Barzanis ambushed an Iranian reconnaissance patrol which resulted in the deaths of 3 Iranian soldiers. Finally, on June 15, two battalions of Iranian forces assaulted the Barzanis on a hill called Mamashah. While reports about losses for the Kurds vary greatly, 22 Iranians were killed and 40 were wounded.

After the agreement was reached between Tehran and Tabriz, Qazi Muhammad began to lobby the Iranian government to no avail. After tribal support began to dwindle, the leaders told the government in Tehran that the town of Mahabad was ready to receive them, and on December 16, 1946 Iranian forces reestablished control of the territory. The following year on March 31, 1947, Qazi Muhammad, his brother and his cousin were hanged in the town square for their role in the Kurdish movement.
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