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	Audio
	Visuals

	Game audio fades in...
	Title: Division 1 Athletics, The Debate Over NCAA Athlete Compensation

	That is Rick Pitino. As head coach for the Louisville Men’s Basketball team in 2017, he was paid nearly $7.8 million dollars.
	Kentucky v. Louisville, Men’s Basketball

Rick Pitino Picture

	Nick Saban, head coach of the University of Alabama’s Football team, had a salary of over $11.1 million this year.
	Clemson v. Alabama, 2016 National Championship

	This is Mark Emmert, the President of the NCAA. The nonprofit’s latest tax return shows that he was compensated with over $1.9 million dollars in 2015. 
	Mark Emmert Interview

	With the NCAA generating just shy of a billion dollars in revenue in 2016, there is plenty of money to go around.
	Stanford v Texas NCAA 2016 Championship

Midwest Regional Hockey Final

Rolling number to $995.9M

	And to keep their non-profit status, the NCAA and American universities spend all of it. On salaries… on luxurious training facilities… massive stadiums - but also sports sponsorships, scholarship funds, grants, education programs - things, the NCAA insists, that student-athletes need.
	Kentucky Weight Room & Theater Clip

Kyle Field Texas A&M

NCAA Commercial

	But, many collegiate athlete’s needs are not being met - despite their tireless work.
	Shabazz Napier Interview

Richard Sherman interview

	So, should college athletes be further compensated for their efforts?
This debate is not a new one and the arguments surrounding it have evolved with collegiate athletics.
	Black Screen with Text

	Taylor Branch speaking about collegiate athletics history.
	Vox Interview

	Before 1948, college athletes were paid for their participation in athletics
	1950 Fiesta Bowl Footage

	The NCAA’s primary purpose was to organize athletic events and plan tournaments.
	Boston College Football Championship Picture

	During this time, the NCAA gained more influence over college athletics.
	1961 AAU Championship Swimming

	The association adopted a Sanity Code that outruled the compensation of student athletes in any form. 
	Western Michigan University Tennis 1950

	Universities responded with hostility and threatened to leave the NCAA after the regulation was established.
	1950 Fiesta Bowl Footage

	The NCAA in turn established a long-lasting policy that allowed for the compensation of college athletes only through tuition coverage, stipends, and fees.
	Georgetown v. Villanova Basketball 1985

	Following this issue, in 1953, Ernest Nemeth, a football player from the University of Denver, sought further compensation after getting injured on the field. The Colorado Supreme Court recognized Nemeth as an “employee” within state workers’ compensation laws. In response, the NCAA crafted the term “student-athlete.”
	Women’s Gymnastics

University of Denver Logo

Colorado Supreme Court Building

NCAA Building

	This term implies amateurism and is the basis of the NCAA’s argument against the payment of Division 1 college athletes. Without indicated professionalism, these players are considered students first and, therefore, are not entitled to compensation.
	Student-Athlete Agreement

Penn State Graduation

Penn State Volleyball Picture

	If student-athletes were paid it may ruin their love for the game that Mark Emmert says athlete’s come to know while playing sports as amateurs.
	Mark Emmert Clip

	According to the NCAA, 
“maintaining amateurism is crucial to preserving an academic environment in which acquiring a quality education is the first priority.”

	Highlighted Image of NCAA Website

	The manual states that the time required of student-athletes for participation in intercollegiate
athletics shall be regulated to minimize interference with their academic pursuits.
	Highlighted Image of NCAA Division I Manual

	Although the NCAA claims to emphasize academics, on the university level, athletes are often held to lower academic standards and not given adequate time to focus on their education. In some cases, Universities have even artificially inflated their athlete’s GPAs to ensure they remain academically eligible under NCAA rules.
	Nnamdi Amilo Studying

GPA Paper Class Change Clip

Paper Class News Clip

HBO Sports Interviews

	We talked to Michaela Putnicki, a freshman at Penn State and a member of the Women’s Volleyball team. She discussed Penn State’s attitude towards student-athletes balancing their academic and extracurricular responsibilities.
“Based off of the classes, they try to emphasize that you are a student not an athlete, but I feel like sometimes you have to perform to a certain level and you have to put in extra work, and sometimes you don’t have time to complete academic work or study as much as you need to”
	Penn State Volleyball Clip

Volleyball Interview

	To support academic achievement, the NCAA officially limits in-season practice time to 20 hours/week. However, Division 1 universities do not always abide by this restriction.
	ASU Swimming Practice

Stanford Rowing

	The time commitment of a Division 1 sport has been compared to that of a full time job. In some cases, student athletes may devote in excess of 40 hours per week to their sport.

	Kansas Basketball Player

Medical Research Picture

ASU Swimming Practice

	“Volleyball requires probably 30-35 hours a week, and I have lifting 2 times in the morning in season (for like an hour each morning), and then practice for 3 hours a day for 6 days a week, and then games and competitions take probably 4-5 hours out of my day”
	Volleyball Interview

Penn State Football Practice

	Although student-athletes put in the equivalent amount of work as that of a legitimate occupation, these players are still considered amateur. In order to play on the collegiate level, prospective student-athletes must sign an official agreement to adhere to NCAA amateurism requirements.
	Lacrosse practice

Wake Forest Soccer Practice

Signing letter of intent

BHS Contract Signing

	Under these conditions, the personal lives of athletes are heavily restricted. Student athletes are not permitted to profit from their experiences in college sports, despite the massive revenue generated for the NCAA by the athletes involved. 
	Letter of Intent Signing

NCAA logo w/ money

	Not only can these athletes not sell their signatures or name in any form, they are also prohibited from mentioning their participation in collegiate athletics in any other facet of life if it will turn them a profit.
	Baseball Video

Johnny Manziel picture

	And the NCAA’s personal restrictions go even further to penalize athletes who receive anything on the basis of their participation in collegiate sports.
	Athlete Signing Autograph

Clip of Dan Patrick

	The NCAA requires that student-athletes be treated the same as any other student yet these individuals are not typical students. They put in endless hours of work and generate millions of dollars for the NCAA and universities but do not profit from any of their efforts.
	Students walking on campus

Broke Student Athlete picture

	“In some sports, particularly in men's basketball and football, the revenue generated is enormous and it includes not only the tickets and tv rights fees, but also merchandise. In those sports particularly, I think it’s fair to say, when coaches are getting millions and millions of dollars, shouldn’t players share in that bounty?”
	Doug Allen Interview

	The system is warped to benefit the enterprise instead of the players who fuel the operation. 
Those on either side of the argument recognize the systematic flaws of the NCAA.
	NCAA Logo on Basketball Court

Official NCAA Building

	“My solution to the problem, that I’d advocated to the Knight Commission and to other people interested in this is to have a system that allows student athletes to be rewarded for the use of their name and image in producing merchandise, things like jerseys or trading cards or video games, and to do it in a way that’s modeled on pro sports in this country”
	Doug Allen Interview

	Another proposed solution suggests allowing students to earn income that is held in a trust fund. Student-athletes can collect this money if and only if they successfully graduate from their school. This incentivizes students to focus on and complete their education while still being compensated for their participation in athletics. 
	Wake Forest Soccer Practice

Graduation Clip

ASU Workout Wednesday

	Such a system would be very difficult to implement due to the varying talent and revenue generated among the athletes in the NCAA. Deciding how much money is paid to which players would be a difficult task, complicated by ethical concerns and laws like Title IX - which prohibits discrimination in college sports on the basis of sex.
	Athlete Studying

Saquon Barkley touchdown

Bucknell Women’s Water Polo


	For now, the system remains consistent in its money hungry and controlling nature. This month, the NCAA imposed a bowl game ban and scholarship restrictions on the University of Mississippi in response to allegations that players received merchandise, food, and transportation based on their affiliation with Ole Miss football.
	Maryland Football Team & Coach

Ole Miss Stadium

Ole Miss Football game

	Scandals like this are not uncommon in the NCAA. Although schools are often caught trying to compensate players and entice recruits “under the table,” the NCAA remains opposed to change. The question remains: When will these student-athletes be properly compensated for their efforts?
	Time Magazine Cover

Black Screen with Text
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