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PRESENTATION	  GUIDELINES	  

•  Mo4va4on	  of	  Project	  
•  Research	  Hypothesis	  
•  Research	  Design	  
•  Applica4on	  

– Limita4ons	  
•  Research	  Analysis	  
•  Two	  Possible	  Outcomes	  
•  Implica4ons	  of	  Each	  Outcome	  



Benefits	  of	  Early	  Reading	  

•  Eliminate	  illiteracy	  
•  Advantages	  of	  WriTen	  Language	  

– Richer	  Language	  
– Richer	  Content	  



A	  small	  sample	  of	  words	  that	  occurred	  in	  the	  Picture	  Book	  
Database	  but	  not	  in	  the	  Infant	  Directed	  Speech	  Database.	  



Fig. 1. Associations of mathematics ability at age 7 (a) and reading ability at age 7 (b) with 
attained socioeconomic status (SES) at age 42 for male and female cohort members. 
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Fig. 2. Associations of mathematics ability at age 7 and reading ability at age 7 with attained 
socioeconomic status at age 42, including all control variables.  
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Figure	  1.	  A	  frequency	  distribu4on	  of	  reading	  4mes	  for	  a	  sample	  of	  five	  
thousand	  readers	  (aXer	  Sharon,	  1973/74).	  	  
	  	  
	  

Ethnography	  of	  Reading	  



Some	  Reading	  Factoids	  

•  Average	  Reader	  
– 2	  hours/day	  

•  15%	  
– Less	  than	  30	  minutes/day	  

•  10%	  
– More	  than	  4	  hours/day	  



Some	  Reading	  Factoids	  

•  Age	  5-‐11	  	  
– 30	  minutes	  per	  day	  =	  183/year	  

•  Age	  12-‐22	  	  
– 2	  hours	  per	  day	  =	  730/year	  

•  Age	  23-‐90	  	  
– 1.5	  hours	  per	  day	  =	  550/year	  
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Reading	  Hours	  
Age	  5-‐11	  30	  minutes	  per	  day	  =	  183/year	  
Age	  12-‐22	  2	  hours	  per	  day	  =	  730/year	  
Age	  23-‐90	  1.5	  hours	  per	  day	  =	  550/year	  

Reading	  

Speech	  



U.S.	  Na4onal	  Debt	  



Economic	  Crisis	  

worldclock	  



Cost	  of	  Literacy	  

•  Educa4on	  
– 35	  million	  students	  in	  K-‐8	  
– $5,000-‐14,000	  per	  child	  
– Es4mated	  Cost	  $670	  Billion	  

•  Goal	  
– Universal	  Literacy	  
– Low	  Cost	  



Cost	  of	  illiteracy	  
•  illiteracy	  

– 75%	  on	  welfare	  cannot	  read	  
– Cost	  $240	  Billion	  

•  Goal	  
– Universal	  Literacy	  
– Low	  Cost	  

	  



Cost	  of	  Implementa4on	  

•  4	  Million	  New	  Children	  Each	  Year	  
•  Less	  Than	  $1000	  per	  Child	  
•  Less	  Than	  5%	  of	  Current	  Expense	  	  


