
ZOOT SUIT “TIMELINE” OF THE PLAY BY “HEADLINES” & “LETTERS” 

“MONDAY, AUGUST 2,  
1942” 

AUGUST 1, 1942 

MASS 
ARRESTS: 
22  
MEMBERS 
OF 38TH 
STREET 

THE BODY 
OF JOSE 

DIAZ FOUND  

“AUGUST 8,  
           1942” 

THE GRAND 
JURY 
CHARGES 
CONSPIRACY 

“OCTOBER 12,  
              1942” 

“SLEEPY 
LAGOON 
TRIAL OPENS 
TOMORROW” 

OCTOBER 13, 1942 
JANUARY 13,    
          1943 

CONVICTION: 18 
OF 22 SENT TO 
SAN QUENTIN 

JULY 31, 1942 

“MARCH 
3, 1943” 

HENRY 
WRITES 
HIS 
FAMILY 
FROM 

“APRIL 7,     
    1943” 

APPEAL 
NEWS 
VOL. 1 

“APRIL 10,     
    1943” 

SMILEY  
WRITES  
ALICE 

“APRIL 18,     
    1943” 

TOMMY 
WRITES  
ALICE 

“MAY 1,     
    1943” 

JOEY 
WRITES  
ALICE 

“MAY 5,     
    1943” 

APPEAL 
NEWS 
VOL. 3 

“MAY 17     
    1943” 

HENRY 
WRITES  
ALICE 

“JUNE 3,  
      1943” 

ZOOT SUIT 
RIOTS: 

“A FLEET OF 
20 TAXI 

CABS”  

JUNE 3 – 10, 1943 

“RIOTS” 
SPREAD  
(5,000  
Civilians  
Join In)  

“JULY 2,  
      1943” 

ALICE 
WRITES 
 ABOUT 
ZOOT 
SUIT 
RIOTS IN 
LA 

“AUGUST 5,  
      1943” 

ALICE 
WRITES: 
“RACE 
RIOTS 
SPREAD  
ACROSS 
NATION  

“AUGUST 20,  
      1943” 

ALICE 
WRITES: 
SUPPORT
GROWING 
(Fundraiser
at the 
Mocambo) 

“SEPT, 1 
      1943” 

ALICE 
WRITES 
 
(Discovers 
Hank Did 
90 Days in 
Solitary)  

“JULY 1,  
      1943” 

PRESS:  
Headline: 
 
“WWII 
Reaches 
Turning 
Point”  

“JULY 
10”  

PRESS:  
Headline: 
 
“US 
Troops 
Invade 
Sicily”    

“SEPT.  
     5”       

PRESS:  
Headline: 
 
“US 
Troops 
Invade 
Sicily”    

“AUG.        
6”  

PRESS:  
Headline: 
 
“US 
Troops 
Occupy 
Solomon 

“OCT.  
     1”       

PRESS:  
Headline: 
 
“FIFTH 
Army 
Enters 
Naples”     

“NOVEMBER 8, 
1944” 

OCTOBER 1944 

DECISION  
REVERSED 

“JUNE 6  
      1944” 

“AUG 
19”  

|---------- HENRY IN FOLSOM PRISON --------------| |-------------------------------------- HENRY IN SOLITARY ----------------------------------------| 

|------------------------------ THE VATOS IN JAIL ----------------------------------------| |------------------------------ THE VATOS AT SAN QUENTIN -------------------------| 

PRESS:  
Headline: 
 
“ALLIES 
land in 
Normandy"     

PRESS:  
Headline: 
 
“First 
Army In 
Germany 

“OCT 
17”  

PRESS:  
Headline: 
 
MacArthur 
Returns… 
 

PRESS:  
Headline: 
 
DISTRICT 
COURT 
DECIDES IN 
SLEEPY 
LAGOON 
MURDER 
CASE –  
“FREEDOM!
” 



	
ZOOT SUIT:  “WAR HYSTERIA” ON THE WEST COAST & IN US  

DECEMBER 7, 1941 FEB. 24-25 1942 

“THE GREAT LOS 
ANGELES AIR RAID” 
 
A rumored enemy attack  
– and anti-artillery barrage 
over LA 
 
A FALSE ALARM 

ATTACK On 
PEARL 
HARBOR 

DEC. 11, 1941 

WEST COAST 
Becomes Official 
Theater of 
Operations for 
WWIII with the 
formation of 
 
WESTERN 
DEFENSE 
COMMAND  

FEBRUARY 19 – 
MARCH 20, 1942 

EXECUTIVE 
ORDER 9066 
 
Authorizes 
deportation and 
incarceration of 
Japanese 
Americans  

MARCH 1942 

WAR 
PRODUCTION 
BOARD 
RATIONING ACT 
 
Mandated 26% 
REDUCTION 
(CUT BACK) IN 
FABRICS  

JAN. 16, 1942 

WAR 
PRODUCTION 
BOARD FORMED 
 
Charged with 
converting 
industries from 
peacetime to “war  
needs”– allocating 
scarce resources, 
and distributing 
materials.  
 
“SUPPORT THE 
WAR EFFORT”  


