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Jacob and the Angel

Before sunrise she groaned, caught him
and grasped thus, won him.

And he caught her thus, too, winning

so that both knew such holding

came to death:

They were beyond introducing, past names.

But at dawn, with First light

he saw her body

still white

in the places the bathing suit covered
yesterday.

Then, the sudden call for her
from upstairs, twice,

the way a girl’s called in from play
outside

so that he knew her name

and he let her go.

Translated by David Rosenberg
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