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1. Watershed=

An area defined by water flowing downhill to a central location. For example, mountain ridges are often boundaries to different watersheds. Water: surface water (rivers, lakes, streams, wetlands) and ground water. Geological formations: mountains, valleys, soils. Biotic: Animals, plants, people, fungi, bacteria, micro-organisms.
2. What services do watersheds provide for humans and the ecosystem?

Filtration, agricultural irrigation, drinking water, fire fighting, landscaping (watering your lawn), cleaning (showers and laundry), recreation, food, habitat for plants and animals.
3. How do human activities affect the health of the watershed?

Introducing pollutants, chemicals, invasive species, and pharmaceuticals into the water, depleting groundwater, redirecting surface water, climate change, agricultural run-offs.
4. Eutrophication = 

After fertilizers (with phosphates and nitrates) are dumped into the waters, they cause very fast algae growth (since algae are basically plants). As the algae begin to die, they are decomposed by bacteria. These bacteria absorb oxygen from the water, killing fish and other organisms in the area.
	5.  Test
	What does this test tell us?
	Good quality water is _____

	pH
	Measures the acidity and alkalinity of the water. Low pH levels indicate strong acids, high pH levels strong bases, and a pH of 7 is neutral water
	High   Med   Low

	Nitrate
	A limiting nutrient for plants, high levels often occur near agricultural fields and sewage, may lead to eutrophication
	High   Med   Low

	Phosphate
	A limiting nutrient for plants, high levels often occur near agricultural fields and sewage, may lead to eutrophication
	High   Med   Low

	Dissolved Oxygen
	The level of oxygen that is in the water and available for fish and plants
	High   Med   Low

	Turbidity
	The clarity of the water, affected by the amount of particles suspended in the water, an indication of how much light penetrates the water
	High   Med   Low
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