
Bubbles and 
Slop:  What 
Worries Me 
Today about 
“AI”
How I Learned to Stop Worrying 
and Love the Large Language 
Model…and All of the Crazy 
Business Models that Come with 
LLMs…and the Slop they 
Produce….



My teaching 
and 
research….



In my 
classroom….



On my iPhone 
and iPad….





The Bubble 
Machine….

Sam Altman, CEO of OpenAI, now 
openly speaks about an “AI bubble” 
and that some investors could lose a 
“tremendous amount of money” 
(August, 2025



New words, part of 
our daily 
vocabulary….

• CapEx

• Revenue vs. Profit

• Tech Bubbles

• Magnificent 7

• Asset Durability



Even the NYT is 
talking about 
it….







Add a Dash of Zitron…











Sloponomics?





“The Critics”

• Bender et al. (2020) 
question the entire LLM 
enterprise.

• Bender as a linguist and 
field leader has stressed 
that language models train 
on form not function.

• Thus artifacts in LLM 
output such as 
hallucination and struggles 
with quantitative 
elements/basic math are 
entirely to be expected.

• Bender Twitter:  
@emilymbender





• CNET:  “You'll find AI slop 
across every platform, 
from YouTube videos with 
robotic narration over stolen 
footage, to "news" websites 
copying each other's AI-written 
articles and TikTok clips 
featuring voices that 
resemble Siri trying to sound 
human. Even search results are 
starting to feel sloppier, with AI-
generated how-tos and product 
reviews ranking above 
legitimate customer reporting.”

https://www.forbes.com/sites/dimitarmixmihov/2025/02/17/youtube-is-flooded-with-ai-slop---and-it-will-get-worse/
https://www.cnet.com/tech/services-and-software/apple-reportedly-planning-ai-enhanced-siri-with-search-tool-in-2026/
https://www.cnet.com/tech/services-and-software/ai-is-taking-over-your-search-engine-heres-what-its-doing-and-why-it-matters/
https://www.cnet.com/tech/services-and-software/ai-is-taking-over-your-search-engine-heres-what-its-doing-and-why-it-matters/
https://www.cnet.com/tech/services-and-software/ai-is-taking-over-your-search-engine-heres-what-its-doing-and-why-it-matters/
https://www.cnet.com/tech/services-and-software/ai-is-taking-over-your-search-engine-heres-what-its-doing-and-why-it-matters/
https://www.cnet.com/tech/services-and-software/ai-is-taking-over-your-search-engine-heres-what-its-doing-and-why-it-matters/


How can I follow 
these more critical 
trends?

• “This Week in NLP”

• Dozens of Podcasts 

•  “AI Daily Newsbrief”
• “Better Offline” (Ed Zitron)

• ”Computer Says Maybe” (Alix Dunn)
• “Tech Won’t Save Us” (Paris Marx)

• Of course, we highly recommend:  
“Pondering AI” with Kimberly Nevala!



Bubbles and 
Slop....

Tell that to Ed Zitron!


