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College or Unit Affiliation: Department of Education Reform
Proposal Title: An Evaluation of the Educational Impact of College Campus Visits on Disadvantaged 8th Grad  


Primary Contact Name: Elise Swanson


Item Total Proposal 
Budget (1)


Amount Already 
Funded (2) Amount Needed Amount Requested from 


WGC (3)
Personnel 3433 3433 *
Fringe Benefits 0 0 *
Travel 1955 1955 *
(e.g. airfare)


Student Compensation 3358 3358 3358


Equipment 0 0


Supplies / Materials 1758 1758 1758


(e.g. medical syringes)


Marketing 0 0


(e.g. brochures)


In-Kind Goods/Services 17283 17283 0
Other
Total Expenses 27787 27787 0 5116


Source Amount 
Committed (2)


Open Grant Requests 
(Grants requested but 


not committed)


Minimum funds 
requested from WGC


Department of Educaton Ref 70000 1758


*


Subtotal 70000 0


Total Income 70000


Comments:   Please use this section to explain / clarify any line item.  
The goal of this project is give students experiences with a postsecondary institution to empower them to make choices 
throughout high school that facilitate college access. This is a collaborative effort between area schools and multiple 
departments at the University of Arkansas, led by the Department of Education Reform. Due to the perceived importance 
and potential of this project to create change, the Department of Education Reform is willing to support this project through 
internal funds up to $70,000; however, because we want this study to bring together school and university stakeholders, 


                   
                   
                   


                   
                 


                        
                 


                     
                      
                     
     


Women's Giving Circle Grant Application 
Grant Budget Request


(Itemized summary of planned expenses for 2017 grant cycle & estimated income for the period.)
Expenses


Funding Commitments to Date


Black boxes represent line 
items the WGC does not 
fund.







                   
                 


                  
                    


internal funds up to $70,000; however, because we want this study to bring together school and university stakeholders, 
we want to establish a relationship with the Women's Giving Circle. Additionally, while the Department has said it will 
support the project, it is encouraging us to seek all available external funding before turning to Department sources. For 
student compensation, we are planning on giving all students who consent to participate in the study a Razorback stress 
hog, purchased from a University vendor. The stress hogs cost $1.63 per unit. Supplies refer to printed consent forms, 
translation costs (to translate consent forms into Spanish and Marshallese), and printed student surveys, which will be 
ordered from PMC at $0.06 per page, with an 11 page survey and 2 page consent form for each 8th grade student in the 
schools. In-Kind Goods/Services refer to boxed lunches from Chartwells, which will be provided to all students and 
chaperones for each visit, at a cost of $7.99 per person per lunch. Our minimum request amount would cover all printing 
costs for the project. The WGC could also adopt a school and cover the cost of a bus, chaperone, lunch, surveys, consent 
forms, and stress hogs for the involved- the cost for Mountainburg Middle School would be $652, while the cost for Central 
Junior High would be $3,364. 







             e Students







School # 8th Graders # Students c   # chaperones # buses
BUTTERFIELD TRAIL MIDDLE SCHOOL 219 62 3 1
CENTRAL JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 499 83 4 2
DARDANELLE MIDDLE SCHOOL 164 46 2 1
GENTRY MIDDLE SCHOOL 107 30 2 1
GEORGE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 385 64 3 1
GREEN FOREST INTERMED SCHOOL 106 30 2 1
GREENLAND MIDDLE SCHOOL 68 19 1 1
HUNTSVILLE MIDDLE SCHOOL 159 45 2 1
KIRKSEY MIDDLE SCHOOL 341 57 3 1
LAKESIDE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 392 65 3 1
LINCOLN NEW TECH HIGH SCHOOL 101 29 1 1
MANSFIELD MIDDLE SCHOOL 69 19 1 1
MOUNTAINBURG MIDDLE SCHOOL 51 14 1 1
SOUTHWEST JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 344 57 3 1
SCHOOL OF INNOVATION 200 33 2 1
WALDRON MIDDLE SCHOOL 113 32 2 1







sub rate $ chaperones $ buses Stress Hogs Printing-Consent Forms Printing-Student Surveys
100 310 115 303.18 26.28 122.76
100 415 230 405.87 59.88 164.34
100 232 115 226.57 19.68 91.74
100 152 115 148.33 12.84 60.06
100 320 115 312.96 46.2 126.72
100 150 115 146.7 12.72 59.4
100 97 115 94.54 8.16 38.28
100 225 115 220.05 19.08 89.1
100 283 115 277.1 40.92 112.2
100 327 115 319.48 47.04 129.36
100 143 115 140.18 12.12 56.76
100 97 115 94.54 8.28 38.28
100 72 115 70.09 6.12 28.38
100 287 115 280.36 41.28 113.52
100 165 115 161.37 24 65.34
100 160 115 156.48 13.56 63.36


3433 1955 3357.8 398.16 1359.6


1757.76







Lunches Total
1560.447 2438


2088.9855 3364
1166.1405 1851


763.4445 1251
1610.784 2532


755.055 1239
486.591 839


1132.5825 1801
1426.215 2255
1644.342 2582


721.497 1189
486.591 839


360.7485 652
1442.994 2280
830.5605 1361


805.392 1314
17282.37 27786
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Women's Giving Circle




Grant Proposal Submission Cover Sheet




College and Unit: ____________________________________________________________ 


Title of proposal: _______________________________________________________________




Point of contact: ____________________________________________________________ 


Point of contact title: ____________________________________________________________ 


Point of contact phone number: ________________________________________________ 


Point of contact email: ______________________________________________________ 


Total amount requested: $______________________ 



SIGNED*



______________________________________________________________________________ 
Director of Development Date 


______________________________________________________________________________ 
Dean/Vice Chancellor Date 


*Must be signed by the director of development for your college/school/unit who will then
route to the dean or vice chancellor for approval.







 
 


 
 


 


 
 
 
 


 


Women’s Giving Circle Grant Application 
Instructions: 


1. Complete all information in the grant proposal application.
2. Adhere to recommended text limits as indicated
3. Define any acronyms that are used in the proposal.
4. Upload the WGC Grant Application Budget Request Sheet as the final page of this 


application.
5. Please note that the WGC will not accept repeat applications beyond more than 


two consecutive years.
6. If you have questions, contact your unit’s development officer for any 


clarifications or assistance in preparing your proposal.
7. Applications are due to the Women’s Giving Circle by 5:00 p.m., May 15, Monday. 


Please deliver your application to your dean or development officer for review and 
approval prior to the submission deadline. We advise you to give these individuals 
sufficient time to make recommendations for changes and allow yourself time to 
execute them.


8. Remember to save a copy of your proposal before final submission.
9. We ask that you keep the following aspects of the Women’s Giving Circle grant 


program in mind as you complete your application:  


Women’s Giving Circle Mission 
To support innovative programs and research at the University of Arkansas 


Women’s Giving Circle Vision 
To engage and empower women as philanthropic leaders at the University of Arkansas 


Women’s Giving Circle Funding Priorities 
Support and promote scholarship, research, and service



Enrich the quality of life of women and children


Encourage outreach and engagement in Arkansas
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Areas that meet the strategic priorities for the university and the WGC 
● Focus on retention/graduation
● Increase undergraduate opportunities, i.e., building the endowment; involving


students in research or service learning project with a collaborative bent
● Promote graduate student participation in research
● Focus on collaboration
● Follow the land grant mission to fund projects that support needs in the region


and the state with emphasis on collaboration between
colleges/departments/units


● Invest in faculty excellence
● Recruit first-generation students from Arkansas
● Advance the mission of the WGC


Identifying Information: 
College or Unit Affiliation 


Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food and Life Sciences 
Fay Jones School of Architecture and Design 
J. William Fulbright College of Arts and Sciences
Sam M. Walton College of Business
College of Education and Health Professions
College of Engineering
Honors College
Graduate School and International Education
School of Law
Student Affairs
University Libraries
Other
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Please specify OTHER unit affiliation: __________________________________________ 


Title of Proposal: ____________________________________________________________ 


Primary Contact and Title: ___________________________________________________ 


Primary Contact E-mail: _______________________________________________________ 


Primary Contact Phone Number: ______________________________________________ 


Project Summary (200 word maximum) 


Is this 


an expansion of a current program 


a new program 


Please list media sites (if any) utilized by your project or program to publicize the 
project/program, i.e., website, social media, etc. 


If your project is funded, describe innovative ways how the WGC will be recognized in the 
success/completion of your project: 
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Grant Proposal
What is the specific scholarly or community needs your grant request addresses? 
(100 word maximum) 


How does your proposed project or program assess how these needs will be redressed? 
(100 word maximum) 


Describe any unique and/or innovative aspects of your project or program that improves 
what is already known about your area of inquiry. (100 word maximum) 


Please list up to five (5) expected outputs and outcomes with corresponding 
measurements (Please note: just listing outputs is not sufficient.) 


Document if there are other programs/projects that attempt to address the same needs as 
your proposal. If so, describe whether and how you will collaborate with them.
(100-word maximum) 
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Demographic Considerations 


First generation students engaged in the project: 


Number of current UA students engaged in the project: 


Geographic region served: 


❍ Northwest Arkansas
❍ Southwest Arkansas
❍ Northeast Arkansas
❍ Southeast Arkansas
❍ Central Arkansas
❍ Campus


Budgetary Considerations 
Have you received WGC Funding before? 
❍ Yes
❍ No


Please provide the year(s) and project name(s)



Total proposed budget for project or program: (proposed budgets of more than $20K 
will not be considered; in typical years WGC proposals fall within in the $5-10K range) 
$__________ 

Should match Item 1 on Budget Request sheet. 



Please list total funding commitments from external or campus sources to date: 
$______________ 

Should match Item 2 on Budget Request sheet. 


How much, if any, of your request involves funding for the following? 
Please estimate using percentages 


Student Compensation ____%


Equipment ____%
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Yes No







 





 


Total funds requested from WGC Grant: 
$___________ 
Should match Item 3 on Budget Request sheet. 


If this project or program will continue after WGC grant money has been spent, please 
describe how you will continue to fund this project or program (100-word maximum)


In the rare case that grant resources cannot be expended, be prepared to return the 
remaining funds to WGC.


If selected as a recipient for a WGC grants, you will be required to submit two progress 
reports, including a budget summary, as well as a poster of your project for purposes of 
grant presentation.


Please be sure to save this document within the Grant Application Packet.
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		submission-cover-sheet-fall17

		womens-giving-center-instructions-and-application



		College and Unit: College of Education and Health Professions, Department of Education Reform

		Title of proposal: An Evaluation of the Educational Impact of College Campus Visits on Disadvantaged 8th Grade Students

		Point of contact: Elise Swanson

		Point of contact title: Distinguished Doctoral Fellow

		Point of contact phone number: 724-914-0884

		Point of contact email: eswanson@uark.edu

		Total amount requested: 5,116

				2017-05-10T15:19:21-0500

		Emily Williams





		Date: 5-10-17

				2017-05-10T14:52:53-0500

		Michael T. Miller





		Date_2: 5-10-17

		Please specify OTHER unit affiliation: 

		Title of Proposal: An Evaluation of the Educational Impact of College Campus Visits on First Generation 8th Grade Students

		Primary Contact and Title: Elise Swanson, Distinguished Doctoral Fellow

		Primary Contact Email: eswanson@uark.edu

		Primary Contact Phone Number: 724-914-0884

		Group1: a new program

		Please list media: We have 15 confirmed school partners in 11 districts for this project, all of which educate students of color and students from low income backgrounds. Specifically, we are working with Gentry, Green Forest, Greenland, Huntsville, Lincoln, Mansfield, Mountainburg, Rogers, Springdale, Van Buren, and Waldron school districts. These schools serve approximately 3,115 8th grade students, of whom we anticipate 2,000 participating in the study and roughly 700 coming to campus. While we will not use media or social media sites to recruit students into this project (instead, we will work with teachers and school counselors), we will use social media and academic journals to publicize the results of our research. Previous work by members of our research team have been publicized by the Office for Education Policy at the University of Arkansas, Education Next, and other news media. Our results will also be shared on the social media accounts (Facebook and Twitter) of the Department for Education Reform and Charassein, a research group at the University of Arkansas focusing on non-cognitive skills. 

		If your project is funded: The WGC will be recognized in all articles we publish documenting our findings, and the WGC will be credited when talking with our partner schools and University departments with whom we are collaborating to run this program for students. As part of our work disseminating our findings from this study, we will present our results at academic conferences, such as the Association for Public Policy And Management (APPAM) and the Association for Education Finance and Policy, where we will credit WGC for their support of this project. We will also publish our results in academic journals, where we will acknowledge the support of the WGC that made the study possible. We will also inform our 15 partner schools and 12 partner departments at the UA of the WGC’s support of this project.

		What is the specific scholarly or community needs: Arkansas students face significant barriers to college access, as reflected by low rates of postsecondary degree completion in the state. We believe that one barrier is experiential--students who have not had the opportunity to experience college may feel intimidated by college and believe they could never succeed as a college student. We are partnering with 15 schools within a two hour drive of the UA campus, all of which have at least 60% of their students receiving free or reduced price lunch, or whose student body is primarily students of color. These communities face particular challenges accessing college.

		How does your proposed project or program assess: By bringing students from traditionally disadvantaged groups, namely, low-income and students of color, to campus, we will provide students with role models and an experience that will affirm their ability to attend and succeed in college. We will provide students with information about high school course selection to best prepare for college, create opportunities for students to interact with University professors and their subject areas, and introduce them to the thrill of Razorback spirit. These opportunities, we believe, will provide the necessary push to get students over a significant barrier and into college.

		Describe any unique and/or innovatice aspects: Little rigorous research has been done on the type of low-cost, easy-to-implement intervention we are proposing. School districts could continue bringing their 8th grade students to a college campus after our study is complete; however, in order to justify the expense, districts need to know that this type of intervention is effective for students. By randomly assigning students to one of three treatments—visiting campus three times during their 8th grade year, receiving an informational packet, or nothing--we will determine the impact of experiencing college on students. 

		Geographic region served: Northwest Arkansas

		Total Propose budget for project: 27,787

		Please lest total funding commitments: 70,000

		Student Compensation: 12

		Equipment: 0

		Total funds requested: 5,116

		If this project will continue when WGC grant money is spent: We will continue data analysis for this project after the WGC grant money has been spent. Funds for analysis (including data entry, analysis, and publishing results) will come from the Department of Education Reform, and will be primarily carried out by graduate students in the Department. 

		Have you received WGC Funding before: No

		demographic consideration: Yes

		Program Summary: Our goal in this project is to determine the impact of increased access to college information and on-campus experiences on student outcomes. While there are various outreach programs designed to make college more accessible to students who might not typically find themselves on a postsecondary trajectory, such as first-generation college students or students in more rural areas, the literature examining if these programs and interventions have a measurable impact on student education outcomes, and postsecondary attendance is limited. No previous study has employed a random-assignment research design to evaluate how attending three college campus visits affects students’ attitudes, behavior, class selection, graduation, and ultimately college attendance. The randomization used in this project will allow us to determine for the first time the impact of receiving information about college of on-campus experiences on student outcomes. There is a clear need to increase college access among students of color and economically disadvantaged students, but it is not clear what districts can do to help students. With this project we will determine the value of low-cost on-campus experiences for students and offer guidance to districts looking for ways to increase postsecondary matriculation among their student body. 

		Please list up to five(5) expected outputs and outcomes: Our intervention will last one year, 2017-18, during which time randomly assigned treatment students will visit campus three times- once, focusing in touring the campus and gaining information about how to prepare for college; once, interacting with departments to get hands-on experience with different content areas; and once, experiencing the Razorback spirit at the Red-White football scrimmage. From this, we will be able to measure a range of short and long-term student outcomes. First, we will measure the impact of the visits on students’ non-cognitive skills, such as grit and conscientiousness, and attitudes towards college through student surveys, administered at the beginning of the 2017-18 school year and after the college visits are complete. Second, we will collect administrative data on students throughout high school, including courses taken, grades, attendance, discipline, and graduation, to measure the impact of the campus visits on student outcomes in high school. Finally, we will collect data from the National Student Clearinghouse to see if students attend college or not. Because of our randomized design, we will be able to tell how treated students do on each of these measures relative to similar students who did not come to campus. Further, because we randomize students into three groups—coming to campus three times, receiving an informational admissions packet, or nothing—we will be able to determine the impact of experiencing campus above and beyond the impact of receiving information about college. 

		Document if there are other programs/projects: There are currently no programs in our partner schools that address the need we are targeting with this project. While services are provided in schools to first generation students through programs supported by the federal Trio grant (Talent Search), 8th grade students are not brought to campus as part of those programs. Additionally, Talent Search typically works with students over a period of years, rather than a single intervention like we are proposing. We have consulted with Trio grant staff, and are working with the Office for Student Affairs, the Admissions Office, and multiple departments to administer this program. 

		Please provide the year: 





