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The Good Samaritan Overdose Prevention Resolution

Whereas, 	We as student leaders acknowledge the use of narcotics by many of our fellow students attending the university. We wish to create a culture change away from the “Bystander Effect” and towards the “Speak up-Speak out Effect”; however, those who are under the influence of narcotics may be hesitant or deterred from seeking medical services for fear of the legal ramifications involved; and

Whereas,	There is currently a Razorback Medical Attention and Reporting Alternative Resolution policy that protects students with concern to alcohol consumption. This measure protects students from disciplinary action that regularly comes with discovered alcohol abuse or ownership by a university official. This mandate ensures that students who request medical attention for an individual who is at-risk due to alcohol consumption does so with no fear of repercussions. The safety of both students is not jeopardized because of their fear of discipline afterwards.

Whereas,	The best way to encourage those who witness narcotic overdose to reach out and seek medical assistance, is to ensure that both the caller and victim be exempt from legal repercussions for charges including, but not limited to, drug possession, possession of paraphernalia, and/or being under the influence; and

Be it therefore resolved:	The Associated Student Government Senate and Executive team, among the remaining branches, advocate on behalf of the students which they represent for the Good Samaritan resolution concerning drug use and potential overdose; and

Be it further resolved:	A person who experiences drug overdose or a similar drug-related medical emergency and is in need to further medical assistance shall not be held responsible for legal repercussions or charges related to possession of drug paraphernalia or narcotics, given that that emergency services is contacted in regards to seeking assistance; and

Be it further resolved:	This legal protection be extended to those persons or person which seeks out the medical assistance for a person experiencing a drug overdose or any other drug-induced injuries. The caller shall not be held legally responsible for charges in relation to that of possession of narcotics or drug paraphernalia, as long as the person who seeks out the aforementioned medical attention cooperates fully and to the extent of the law; and

Be it further resolved:	A copy of this resolution be sent to: Joseph Steinmetz, Chancellor of the University of Arkansas; Dr. Rachel Eikenberry, Director of Student Standards and Conduct; Arkansas State Governor, Asa Hutchinson
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