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A. Personal Statement 

 
In this application, we propose to validate the diagnostic fingerprint we have identified in a prospective study 
and examine the tear proteome of an additional 50 breast cancer patients and benign controls (25 of each, 
samples already collected) and to identify the sequence of the 3 kDa protein family. We hypothesize that the 
validated diagnostic fingerprint will discriminate a blinded test set with high sensitivity and specificity. The 
specific peaks (<4kDa) that discriminate cancer patient tears from controls will be sequenced and will provide 
new biomarkers for the early detection of breast cancer. I will serve as the co-PI and will supervise the 
recruitment and consenting of potential subjects, and coordinate all the clinical aspects of the study. As 
Director of the Division of Breast Surgical Oncology and Director of the Breast Cancer Program for our Cancer 
Institute, I have an excellent opportunity to recruit subjects and encourage my faculty members to recruit 
subjects for this trial. We have an exceptional translational breast program at UAMS and the Rockefeller 
Cancer Institute in Breast Cancer Treatment and Prevention.  We have a long history of biomarker 
identification at this institution including the discovery of CA-125 and now a novel protein marker in tears for 
breast cancer.   
 
B. Positions and Honors.  
Positions and Employment 

1989-90  Chief Resident, Dept. of Surgery, University of Florida College of Medicine, Gainesville, FL 
1990-91  Breast Fellowship, Department of Surgery, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences (UAMS) 
1991-2001  Chief of Women’s Oncology Service, UAMS, John L. McClellan Memorial VA Medical Center 
1993-present Director of Fellowship in Diseases of the Breast, UAMS and John L. McClellan VA Hospital 
1991-96 Assistant Professor of Surgery, Dept of Surgery and Pathology, Div of Surgical Oncology, 

UAMS 
1996-99  Associate Professor, Department of Surgery, Department of Pathology, UAMS, Little Rock, AR 
1999-present Professor of Surgery and Pathology, Department of Surgery and Pathology, UAMS 
2000-present Director, Division of Breast Surgical Oncology  
2001-present Director, Breast Cancer Program, Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute  
2003-2005       Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Applied Science, UALR, Little Rock, AR  
2008                Muriel Balsam Kohn Chair in Breast Surgical Oncology, UAMS 
 
Other Experience and Professional Memberships  
1999   President, Association of American Surgeons 
1999   Executive Committee, Society of Surgical Oncologists 
1997-99   Chairperson, Committee on Issues and Governmental Affairs, SSO 
2001   Fellow, American Surgical Association 
2005 – Present    Member, Executive Council, Society of Surgical Oncology  



                         
2006 – Present   Member, National Accreditation Program for Breast Centers (NAPBC) 
2007 – 2013   Director, American Board of Surgery (ABS) 
2008 – Present      Treasurer, Society of Surgical Oncology (SSO) 
2008 – Present       Board Member, American Society of Breast Surgeons (ASBS) 
 
Honors 
1999   Outstanding Faculty, Wall of Fame, University of Florida Medical School 
1999-2010   The Best Doctors in America 
1991-98,01-03, 08  Red Sash Award, UAMS Student Teaching Award College of Medicine 
3/19/99   Good Housekeeping – Top Cancer Specialists in the USA 
1998   Outstanding Faculty Teaching Award presented by Junior Medical Students 
2002    Distinguished Professor, Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute 
2002-10   Arkansas Best Doctors 
2002      Ladies Home Journal – Top Doctor for Women 
2003               Hickingbotham Award of Service, Arkansas Affiliate Komen Foundation 
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