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Publications 
Richie-Zavaleta, A.C., Villanueva, A. M., Martinez-Donate, A., Turchi, R.M., Ataiants, J., & Rhodes, S.M. 

Sex trafficking victims at their junction with the healthcare setting—a mixed-methods inquiry. 
(Accepted) Journal of Human Trafficking. 

Gorman, I. (2018) Microdosing Controversy: Where Do You Stand? Retrieved 
from  https://chacruna.net/microdosing-controversy/ 

Stanhope, V., Manuel, J. I., Jessell, L., & Halliday, T. M. (2018). Implementing SBIRT for adolescents 
within community mental health organizations: A mixed methods study. Journal of substance 
abuse treatment, 90, 38-46. 

Bilal Khan, Ian Duncan, Mohamad Saad, Daniel Schaefer, Ashly Jordan, Daniel Smith, Alan Neaigus, 
Don Des Jarlais, Holly Hagan, Kirk Dombrowski. Combination interventions for Hepatitis C and 
Cirrhosis reduction among people who inject drugs: An agent-based, networked population 
simulation experiment. PLoS One.  

Kim, JH., Li, G., Hasin, D., Mauro, C., Martins, SS. In cases of opioid overdose, do medical marijuana 
laws matter? (In Progress) 

Kim, JH. State-level relationships cannot tell us anything about individuals, but what they tell us 
about states still should be of interest. (Revise and Resubmit)  

Gwadz, M., Freeman, R. M., Kutnick, A. H., Silverman, E., Ritchie, A. S., Cleland, C. M., & Bolas, J. 
(2018). Do programs for runaway and homeless youth work? A qualitative exploration from the 
perspectives of youth clients in diverse settings. Frontiers in Public Health, 6, 112. 

Amutah-Onukagha, N., Opara, I., Hammonds, R., & Guthrie, B. (2018). Missed opportunities for HIV 
prevention: Results of a qualitative study on mother-daughter communication. Journal of 
HIV/AIDS & Social Services. Advance online. doi: 10.1080/15381501.2018.1502708 

Amutah-Onukagha, N., Mahadevan, M., Opara, I., Rodriguez, M., Kelly, J., & Trusdell, M. (2018). 
Project THANKS: Examining HIV-related barriers and facilitators to care in African American 
women: A community perspective.  AIDS Patient Care & STDs, 32(4). doi: 10.1089/apc.2017.0215 

Garcia-Reid, P., Lardier, Jr. D.T, Reid, R.J., & Opara, I. (2018). Understanding the influence of sexual 
risk-taking, ethnic identity, and family and peer support on school importance among Hispanic 
adolescents. Education & Urban Society. Advance online publication. doi: 
10.1177/0013124518787827 

Opara, I. (2018). Examining African American parent-daughter HIV risk communication using a 
Black feminist-ecological lens: Implications for Intervention. Journal of Black Studies, 49(2), 134-
151. doi: 10.1177/0021934717741900 

Respress, B., Amutah-Onukagha, N., & Opara, I. (2018). The effects of school-based  discrimination 
on adolescents of color sexual health outcomes: A social determinants  approach. Social Work 
in Public Health, 33 (3), 1-16. doi:10.1080/19371918.2017.1378953   

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__chacruna.net_microdosing-2Dcontroversy_&d=DwMFaQ&c=slrrB7dE8n7gBJbeO0g-IQ&r=O4ahm-SXh_jsXeJRx9ia-aL7uwn2CWCbhqvcPhnr73k&m=OzAMxkI7fauO17L9tnMPFGZVJqrc4q1Owb5bnM-Rx5Q&s=1RK2LhApe9zJStobvxiUKScMLb2mOfh9HympDpe5b6A&e=


Khan MR, Scheidell JD, Golin CG, Friedman SR, Adimora AA, Lejuez CW, Hu H, Quinn K, Wohl 
DA.  2018. Dissolution of Committed Partnerships during Incarceration and STI/HIV-related 
Sexual Risk Behavior after Prison Release among African American Men. Journal of Urban Health, 
95(1) DOI: 10.1007/s11524-018-0274-2 

Khan MR, McGinnis KA, Grov C, Scheidell JD, Hawks L, Edelman EJ, Fiellin DA, McInnes K, 
Braithwaite RS, Justice AC, Wang EA. Past year and prior incarceration and HIV transmission risk 
among HIV-positive men who have sex with men in the US. AIDS Care. 2018 Aug 1:1-8 [epub 
ahead of print] 

Khan MR, Scheidell JD, Golin CE, Friedman SR, Adimora AA, Lejuez CW, Hu H, Quinn K, Wohl DA. 
Associations between the dissolution of committed heterosexual partnerships during 
incarceration and sexual risk-taking after prison release among African American men. J Urb 
Health. 2018;95(4):479-487 

Scheidell JD, Beau De Rochars VM, Séraphin MN, Hobbs MM, Morris JG, Célestin JP, Cottler LB, Khan 
MR. Socioeconomic vulnerability and sexually transmitted infection among pregnant Haitian 
women. Sex Transm Dis. 2018;45(9):626-631. [PMCID: PMC6086731] 

Scanlon FA, Scheidell JD, Cuddeback GS, Samuelsohn D, Wohl DA, Lejuez CW, Latimer WW, Khan 
MR. Depression, executive dysfunction, and prior economic and social vulnerability associations 
in incarcerated African American men. J Correct Health Care. 2018;24(3):295-308. [PMCID: 
PMC6040589] 

Beharie N, Scheidell JD, Quinn K, McGorray SP, Vaddiparti K, Pritika KC, Frueh BC, Boone L, Khan 
MR. Associations of adolescent exposure to severe violence with substance use from adolescence 
into adulthood: Direct versus indirect exposures. In press: Subst Use Misuse. 

Brotherton, D.C., & Tosh, S. (2018). Deportation and Immigration Enforcement. Oxford Research 
Encyclopedia of Criminology and Criminal Justice. Oxford University Press. 

 

Conferences 
Ataiants, J. (2018).  Multiple Victimizations and Overdose among Women in a Harm Reduction 

Program.  Oral presentation at 68th Annual Meeting of the Society for the Study of Social 
Problems.  Philadelphia, August 10, 2018. 

Fernandez, Y. Syndemics Among Communities of Trans-Experience: A Structured Literature 
Review. Poster presentation at Society for Social Work Research Conference. January 16-20th, 
2019. 

Gorman, I. Changes in Alcohol Use in MDMA-assisted Psychotherapy for Posttrauamtic Stress 
Disorder, 2019 Collaborative Perspectives on Addiction Conference, Symposia (April 12th, 2019) 

Gorman, I. "MDMA-Assisted Clinical Study of PTSD: Update and Therapists' Experience", Horizons 
Conference, October 6-7 2018, New York City, USA.  

Gorman, I. Psychedelic Integration and Harm Reduction, 12th Annual Harm Reduction Conference, 
October 16-19 2018, New Orleans, USA. 

Jaiswal J., Griffin-Tomas M., Singer S, Zambrano I, Kaudeyr S, Kapadia F, Halkitis PN. Structural 
Barriers to Pre-exposure Prophylaxis Use Among Young Sexual Minority Men: The P18 Cohort 
Study.  American Public Health Association, San Diego, California.  November 2018. 

Jaiswal J., Singer S., Lekas, H-L. Beliefs about the effectiveness of current antiretroviral therapies 
among recently disengaged low-income Black and Latinx people living with HIV. American 
Public Health Association, San Diego, California.  November 2018. 

Griffin-Tomas M., Jaiswal J., Kapadia F., Halkitis PN.  Healthcare Access among Young Adult Lesbian 
Women in New York City. 146th American Public Health Association, San Diego, 
California.  November 2018. 



Jessell, L., Stanhope, V., Matthews, L. (January, 2019). Perspectives on Psychiatric Medication in the 
Context of Person-Centered Care. Society for Social Work Research (SSWR), San Francisco, CA.  

Jessell, L., Stanhope, V., Manuel, J. (November 2018) Demographic and Diagnostic Factors 
Associated with Benzodiazepine Prescribing Within Community Mental Health Centers. 
American Public Health Association (APHA), San Diego, CA.   

Ashly Jordan. Gave presentation on epidemiology of HCV among people who use drugs at the 
Dutch Summer Institute on Addiction at the University of Amsterdam in July 2018 (06/30 – 
07/12/2018). 

Kim, JH. (2018, August) Association between medical marijuana laws and overdose. A look at existing 
and new evidence. Orally presented at the 68th annual meeting of the Society for the Study of 
Social Problems.  

Kutnick, A H., Gwadz, M. V., Leonard, N. R., Cleland, C. M., Ritchie, A. S & The BCAP Collaborative 
Research Team (July, 2018). Disclosure of HIV diagnosis and its relationship to successful 
engagement in medical care and initiation of ART in the 21st century. Presentation at the 22nd 
International AIDS Conference, Amsterdam, Netherlands. 

Kutnick, A H., Gwadz, M. V., Leonard, N. R., Cleland, C. M., Ritchie, A. S & The BCAP Collaborative 
Research Team (July, 2018). Poor acceptance of HIV diagnosis is a primary barrier to successful 
engagement in HIV medical care among vulnerable, high-risk heterosexuals in the United States. 
Presentation at the 22nd International AIDS Conference, Amsterdam, Netherlands.  

Opara, I. & Brown, T. “The application of strengths based approaches for training students to work 
with racial/ethnic minorities through practicums and internships”. Invited oral paper 
symposium presented at the National Council on Family Relations, San Diego, CA, November 8, 
2018 

Opara, I., Franklin, L., Garcia-Reid, P., & Reid, R.J. “The normalization of violence and drug use 
among ethnic minority youth: A qualitative exploration”. Poster presented at the National 
Council on Family Relations, San Diego, CA, November 8, 2018 

Lardier Jr., D., Opara, I., Berguson, C., Garcia-Reid, P., & Reid, R.J. “The mediating role of 
neighborhood attachment among ecological supports, school importance, risk behaviors, and 
depression”. Poster to be presented at National Council on Family Relations, San Diego, CA, 
November 8, 2018 

Opara, I., Garcia-Reid, P., & Reid, R.J. “Adapting a public health framework to reduce racial 
disparities in recreational marijuana use for urban youth of color in New Jersey”. Poster 
presented at American Public Health Association (APHA) Annual Meeting 2018, San Diego, 
California. November 12, 2018 

Amutah-Onukagha, N., Opara, I., & Guthrie, B. “Addressing health disparities to improve women's 
health outcomes and achieve health equity”. Roundtable oral presentation to be discussed at 
American Public Health Association (APHA) Annual Meeting 2018,  San Diego, California. 
November 13, 2018 

Opara, I., Garcia-Reid, P., & Reid, R.J. “The role of ethnic identity and psychological empowerment 
in HIV and drug use prevention for Black and Hispanic female adolescents”. Poster to be 
presented at 22nd International AIDS conference 2018. Amsterdam, Netherlands. July 23, 2018 

Scheidell JD, Khan MR. Aggressive policing and internalized homophobia, stigma, and 
discrimination among young men who have sex with men. Panel presentation at the 
Interdisciplinary Association of Population Health Science conference, October 3-5 2018, 
Washington DC. 

Khan MR, Scheidell JD, Dyer TV, Brewer R, Hucks–Ortiz C, Shoptaw S, Wheeler DP, Mangus M, Kuo 
I, Del Rio C, Mayer K. Longitudinal associations between recent incarceration and drug-related 
anal sex risk among black men who have sex with men. Poster presentation at the STD 
Prevention Conference, August 27-30 2018, Washington DC. 



Scheidell JD, Khan MR. Sexually transmitted infections and related sequelae by history of criminal 
justice involvement in a nationally-representative sample of US women. Poster presentation at 
the STD Prevention Conference, August 27-30 2018, Washington DC. 

Tosh, S. “Drugs, Crime, and Aggravated Felony Deportations: Moral Panic Theory and the Legal 
Construction of the ‘Criminal Alien.’” Presentation. Society of the Study of Social Problems, 
Philadelphia, August 10-12, 2018.  

Rebecca Umbach, Noelle R. Leonard, Monica Luciana, Shichun Ling, & Christina Laitner. “The Iowa 
Gambling Task in Violent and Nonviolent Incarcerated Male Adolescents: A Comparative 
Analysis” Oral Paper Presentation at the American Society of Criminology Annual Meeting 
(November, 2018). 

Walters, Suzan. “Exchange Sex among Persons Who Inject Drugs in the New York Metro Area: 
racial and ethnic inequalities."  National Hispanic Science Network.  October 2018. Baltimore, 
MD. (poster) 

 
Proposals 

Kutnick, A. Adapting an Evidence-Based Trauma-Informed Intervention to Address HIV Health 
Outcomes Among Criminal Justice-Involved, Substance-Using Men of Color Living With HIV. 
CDUHR PILOT submitted 

Kwok, G. Dissertation grant to SPSSI: “Was There a “Trump Thump” in Substance Use Rates among 
Latino Youth? Findings from Monitoring the Future” submitted 

Kwok, G. Dissertation grant to APA Div45: “Was There a “Trump Thump” in Substance Use Rates 
among Latino Youth? Findings from Monitoring the Future” to APA Div45 submitted 

 

Honors, Awards,  and Other Accomplishments 

Janna Ataiants won a Bruce D Johnson Award for an outstanding student paper (Multiple 
Victimizations and Overdose Among Women in a Harm Reduction Program) from the Society for 
the Study of Social Problems.  

Ataiants, J. Overdose among women in a harm reduction program.  Guest talk for the staff of 
Prevention Point Philadelphia.  Philadelphia, August 3, 2018. 

Gorman, I. Feature on WNYC (NPR): https://www.wnyc.org/story/are-there-medical-benefits-
psychedelic-drugs 

Gorman, I. Greener Grass Podcast http://greenergrass.libsyn.com/ingmar-gorman-psychedelic-
psychologist-ep12 

Gorman, I. Very Ape Podcast https://soundcloud.com/veryapepodcast/mdmahealing 
Ijeoma Opara was recognized by the National Council on Family Relations and received the John L 

and Harriette P McAdoo Dissertation Award for her contributions to knowledge about ethnic 
minority families.  

Joy Scheidell has advanced to PhD candidacy in her program in epidemiology at NYU School of 
Medicine. 

Rebecca Umbach: Philadelphia Inquirer: http://www2.philly.com/philly/health/science/daylight-
saving-time-whats-the-point-energy-savings-20181031.html 
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Appointments 
 

Minerva Francis, MPH, CHES is a doctoral student of health education in 
the Department of Health and Behavior Studies at Teachers College, 
Columbia University. She was a Project Manager of a Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) funded project from 
2015-2018. She helped implement and facilitate a screening, brief 
intervention, and referral to treatment (SBIRT) program that trained 
undergraduate health profession students, college faculty and community 
partners. Throughout her academic and professional career, she has 

explored social determinants of health and health intervention strategies to achieve health equity 
for marginalized communities. Her past research focused on the intersectionality of health 
disparities and substance use among transgender women of color. Topics under consideration for 
dissertation research include postpartum substance use and depressive symptoms, cannabis 
addiction, and agenda setting theory related to health literacy. 
 

David Frank earned his Ph.D. in April 2018 in sociology from The Graduate 
Center of the City University of New York, specializing in sociology of drug 
use and sociology of health and illness. His dissertation, an interview and 
ethnographic-based examination of how well methadone maintenance 
treatment aligns with the treatment goals of people on the program, found 
that many people use the program as a way of dealing with harms and 
difficulties related to illegal drug use rather than a means to recover from 

addiction per se. He is currently working on a grant proposal that builds on these findings by 
exploring ways of improving access to methadone particularly as a response to the recent dramatic 
increase in opioid-involved overdose. 
 

Jessica Jaiswal earned her Ph.D. in Sociomedical Sciences, an 
interdisciplinary program in social science and public health from 
Columbia University. Her research interests focus on disparities along the 
HIV care continuum, particularly engagement in HIV care, adherence to 
antiretroviral therapy, and pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP, a daily pill 
for HIV prevention). As a Visiting Scholar at the Center for 
Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS at Yale University, Dr. Jaiswal is 
conducting a mixed methods study of how medical and health-related 

mistrust and stigma influences decisions young men who have sex with men make regarding the 
use PrEP. As a BST postdoc she is exploring PrEP use among people in medication-assisted therapy 
(e.g., methadone). Prior to coming to NYU, she conducted a qualitative investigation that explored 
the social and structural factors related to disengagement from outpatient HIV care among low-
income people of color living with HIV, with a focus on mistrust, racism and stigma. Before 
beginning the BST program, Dr. Jaiswal was a Provost’s Faculty Fellow in the College of Global 
Public Health at New York University. She is a CDUHR-affiliated investigator at NYU, and a faculty-
researcher affiliate at the Center for Health, Identity, Behavior and Prevention Studies at Rutgers 



University. Dr. Jaiswal holds an MPH in Behavioral Science and Health Education from Emory 
University and a BA in Women’s Studies, Native American Studies and Latin American Studies from 
the University of Michigan. 
 

Rebecca Umbach received a doctorate in Criminology from the 
University of Pennsylvania. Her research centers on the role of 
environment as it pertains to neuropsychological and cognitive 
functioning. Her dissertation consisted of three papers examining various 
ways in which impaired cognitive functioning is related to antisocial 
behavior. In collaboration with Noelle Leonard, a CDUHR affiliate 
investigator, she found that incarceration negatively and significantly 
reduced emotion regulation capacity in incarcerated adolescent males. In 
another study, she found that neighborhood disadvantage was negatively 

associated with executive functioning in an at-risk sample of pre-adolescents, which was in turn 
associated with higher rates of antisocial behavior. She also used nationwide data to find that small 
changes in sleep duration were significant enough to change rates in assaults following the shift to 
and from Daylight Saving Time. She is currently writing a paper with Noelle Leonard which 
compares risk-taking behavior in healthy adolescents, non-violent incarcerated adolescents, and 
violent incarcerated adolescents. 

In addition to looking at risk factors for substance use and impaired cognition, Dr. Umbach hopes to 
use her time as a BST postdoctoral fellow alongside mentor Noelle Leonard to explore potential 
treatments and interventions to improve cognitive functioning, particularly in at-risk populations 
and youth. 
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