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Background
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▫ Opened 1930

▫ William Sloane (1873 - 1922) 
- President, W. & J. Sloan Furnishings
- Raised $4M for War Relief ($89-96M)

▫ “A place where those coming to NY to 
make a start in life can stay until they 
have located work & a perm. residence.” 

▫ Army, Navy, Marines & Coast Guard

▫ Largest Residential YMCA in Country



Background 2
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▫ 1940s: Women Allowed

▫ College Students & Welfare Recipients

▫ 1974: Fire

▫ 1993: Closed

▫ 1995: Apts. for young professionals

▫ Current Day: Sloane Chelsea
- “260 Gracious Residences” 



Sloane Chelsea



Architecture
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▫ Cross & Cross Architects

▫ Georgian-Style

▫  Limestone & Flemish Bond Brick

▫ Twin Entrances

▫ “To be the last word in a structure of its 
type”





Cross & Cross 
       City Bank Farmers Trust
               20 Exchange Place

□ “NY’s essential character in 
the 1920s & 1930s, shaping the 
skyline that we know today.”

□ Tiffany & Co. Flagship

□ Barclay Hotel

□ 1 Sutton Place

□ 20+ Apts. on the East side

 

       GE Building (RCA Victor)
            570 Lexington Avenue



San Diego Army & Navy YMCA
▫ 1924, Italian Renaissance

▫ 2007, NRHP

▫ Importance to SD’s Social History

▫ Distinctive & Significant Arch. Style



Threats
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▫ Gov., Kathy Hochul Development Plan

▫ New, World Class Train Facility

▫ Underground Subway Corridors

▫ 1,800 Residential Units

▫ 30K Sq. Ft. Plaza



Penn Station Rendering



Penn Station Rendering



Penn Station Rendering



Worthy of Landmarking? Yes!
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▫ Intact Georgian-Style Building

▫ Built by famed architects, Cross & Cross, 
helped shape NYC’ essential image

▫ YMCA Link - Safe, affordable housing 

▫ Part of NY heritage, offered veterans & 
individuals a fresh start during the Great 
Depression 

▫ Vulnerable to nearby development


