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international context, this process produces not only spatial depth but also
geographical and temporal breadth. Describing the consequénces of this
change is the exciting underlying theme of this post-codex analysis of
international legal research and the librarian’s role in it.

. However, this book does a great deal more, and only a little less, than
it claims. I am delighted to review it because the author (a friend and
colleague I must disclose) has had the courage to pitch her claims high even if
the more practical mission of the book prevented her from pursuing all of her
more philosophical speculations. To these I shall return later on. And that
practical mission is to present a description of the strategies for using electronic
databases in international and foreign law and techniques for acquiring them
and then teaching patrons how to use them. My only criticism at the outset
would be to wish that her title had been Toward a Global Cyberlegal Culture
so ‘as to indicate more precisely, for us creators and users of information
metadata, that her subject is almost exclusively international and foreign law

~ within the cyberlegal world.

The first contribution of the book is to provide for researchers
unfamiliar with databases in international and foreign law an encyclopedic
wealth of URLs and descriptions for web sites and databases probably not well
known to them, or at least not as to their content. Doing this challenges the
author’s own observation that all such guides and lists go out of date as URLs -
move around. But her antidote is a sound one: an online version soon to
appear, and her well-known guides will live on, on the ‘net, like the live
organisms to which she aptly compares the new hypertexts.”> And I know from
working with this hard-working, conscientious author professionally that she
will do her best to update, revise, and adjust all her information as it
"evolves." . ” _

Another and more original contribution, in my opinion, consists of a
collection of -anecdotes from her own professional life and duties, a sort of
"day in the life of an international and foreign law librarian, " which I must say
might not fascinate all non-librarians as much as those toiling in similar

“trenches. However, for newer librarians and older law school deans (and -

dare I say it? -perhaps a few library directors as well), these descriptions of
what it takes to- locate this kind of legal information quickly and in context
should be required reading. The necessary strengths of foreign language skills
and either subject training or a scholarly approach to the acquisition of
knowledge are essential. Unfortunately the web has given rise to overreaching
or even arrogant confidence on the part of non-specialists that "it’s all on the -

2 <http:/fwww.law.nyu.edu/library/foreign_intl/index. himl>.
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But the wonderful fact of this publication is that it was done at all.
After a conference at my home institution of the University of Toronto Bora
Laskin Law Library, "Not a Box but a Window: Law Libraries and Legal
Education in a Virtual World"** I became fascinated with hypeitext and its
- implications for research and learning. Much more work needs to be done in
this area. Ms. Roznovschi’s point overall is well taken that hypertext
"dimensionalizes" (my word) research in a much larger and more graphical
world. ‘In fact, confirming the need for an exploration I would like to
undertake, the author echoes, either deliberately or independently, an
observation I read in my excursions into the works of Marshall McLuhan, a
writer I must say I have neglected since required university reading. In her
introduction she states : '

-the information age has transported us to another sphere.
Trying to compare how we live today with whatever humanity
has traversed in history, I consider that we experience or live
/in a kind of Homeric oral world, but at a different level. (p.
Xxvii) '

Whether by accident or design, I find the exact same observation by McLuhan -

about the (then) new electric communication, and this, of course, before the
Internet had even come into being. With regard to radio and television, and
perhaps nascent aspects of computer technology, McLuhan sees a departure
from the alphabetic world of linear thought into an oral or "audile-tactile" and
therefore more tribal world of the now-clichéd "global village. "'5 Certainly
ubiquity and the penetration of the Internet with simultaneity has opened up
unique opportunities for training and legal/intellectual exchange as never
before. However, the apparent visual nature of TV and the web are
misleading; the alphabet demands more visual discrimination, in his view. One

- can debate, as the scholars of the University of Toronto’s McLuhan Centre are

wont to do, the promising or threatening nature of this turn in our popular
culture. Its impact on legal texts and formats in the common and civil law
traditions, as texts become electronic, is one I would like to research myself.
- But as Mirela Roznovschi so ably points out, in our global cyberlegal culture,

* Held at the Bora Laskin Law Library February 22-24, 2001 and sponsored by | _

Carswell. There is no web archive but a site containing the program and some of the
papers resides at <http.//www.law-1ib. utoronto.ca/conferences/future/index. htm>.

' Marshall MCLUHAN, The Gutenberg Galaxy: The Making of Typographic Man,

[Toronto]: University of Toronto Press, 2000, [c 1962], at 31, 43-44.
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the fallen barriers between countries, legal systems, and intergovernmental
information are positive, and a wonderful new frontier in which we librarians
are challenged to be the guides.

Marylin J. Raisch

Bora Laskin Law Library
University of Toronto
Toronto, Canada
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The UN Human Rights System in the 21st Century. Edited by Anne F.

BAYEFSKY. The Hague: Kluwer, 2000. Pp. xx, 1116. ISBN 90-411-1415-7.

US$287.00.

: The protection of human rights is the concern of virtually all UN
bodies and specialized agencies, but it is the human rights treaties that are, as
declared by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, at the
core of the international system for the promotion and protection of human
rights. The treaty system is, however, under immense pressure to reform.
Problems exist in almost every area of the monitoring and implementation
mechanism. There are over 1,200 overdue reports (only 1,613 reports have
ever been considered in the thirty-year history of the treaty system); four of six
tfreaty bodies have two-year backlogs of submitted reports awaiting
consideration; in only 20% of individual cases disclosing a violation, have
states parties been prepared to provide a remedy. These are just a few of the
problem areas in the implementation of all six treaties which promised
universality of human rights. ‘

In UN Human Rights Treaty System, Professor Anne Bayefsky reports
the many shortfalls in the implementation of the human rights treaties with an
aim of reforming the human righis treaty system so as to narrow the gap
between the theory of universal rights and the actual remedy. The study was
conducted from 1999 to 2001 in collaboration with the Office of High
Commissioner for Human Rights with the support of the Ford Foundation.

Professor Bayefsky has extensive experience in the UN human rights
system. She has participated in many Canadian delegations to the UN Human
Rights Commission and General Assembly and in Human Rights World
Conferences in Vienna and Beijing. She is the recipient of Canada's highest




