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'SUFERINTA iN ROMANIA?




How could I .not celebraté Bom Agam In Elee

- givén that' many of ‘the poems- collected in: the ﬁrst,

sequence composed in'English;; are set in the: center of
the universe, New York-City. Mytown! . -~

-The first stanza of the openmg poem “53rd Street,”
reads s’ folIows et ;

My previous and future lzves :

+ look'like 53rd Stréet m\M_anhatta'n'

with its MOMA and dt:thééorner
+ the startling snobbish Sth: ‘Avenue
with Madzson Avenue't “the savagé
“and further doWn Park Avenue w:th ulls runmng
~under its sidewalk:: - SR

“'Formée a-dead on descnptiOn of the area, 1ts culture
its stirfaces’ and subways. I read these lines-and I am
theré..In “Golding Lounge” and the title ;poem;:the
éssénces of Washmgton ‘Square Park and the extended
NYU area‘are Similarly evoked. =+ .. ' 20

- And thi§-marvélous. assessment of hard worlnng
New Yorker§ fiding thé- subway .

"~ ‘they'know what'life is about
“Where the'sky-is =~ 771, 2 et

- arid wheié the gmund e '

*In one of thiose Harry ‘movies; Chnt EastWood
remarks that ““A’ main must- kniowhis- limitations.”
Mirela says‘it better. Her own hmlts of observatlon I
am certain, have yet to be feached.

—-And all of this is- accomphshed by way of a
,dlsarmmgly simple style, as if nothing; very important is
beifig said — when, in fact, everything said is crucial toa
time, a place, a‘ life.  The ‘style holds constant, even
when the challenge is one of translanon, of capturing in
‘English the Romanian tongue, its tasting: of Romanian
‘soil and sensibility — evén ‘when the:focus is on-“the
Commumst d1ctator-sh1p, the repressron,/ the faued

“‘revolition.” Hir
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“whether urban:or rural,

The-se?'im%es Mire

" la*culls’from: the land- .‘.‘_

scape. ‘of our senses, - KNI,
skip across~=the peri
phery . of.: -attention;
quietly moving:to: the
oenter.;of-_ our emotional~
lives:::She.is: a crafts- B _ R
man - par:. -excellence: - -
But more than that; she makes us feel Inan age of
digital- 1mpulses that my.; fnends 1s a very rare
pleasure Vi

Within the: tradmon :of _ I
Roznoveanu has accomplishedan astonishing marriage
of Romantrc elements. The. elegance -of -Brecht. and

Mirela Roznoveanu .« 7,

lebaud, ﬂavored bya Baudelamamnelancholy whxch
‘moves the reader-between the streets:of New York. City
and: ancient. landscapes .both hxstoncal and .mytho-
Togical. A ‘good portion; of the text is‘translated from.the
Romanian [versions by Heathrow:: O’ Hare], and these

‘especially seem masterfully rendered., At a time when

formalist .experimentation- dominates: much- of the
poetic’ scene, it is:wonderful to have a collection that

reaffirms the beauty: and.craft of the i 1mage wrthm jhe
geography of self dtscovery .

ves m New York Crty Heisa poet and
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" theorefical essays 1 UNDERWORLD 2 and 3 UNDERWORLD 4 (S

Press, now disttibuted by Koja Press);- 5 UNDERWORLD 6 and 7
UNDERWOR(L)D :8 (Koja. Press); ‘plus the -monograph, A
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