The Coronavirus Pandemic: Oral History and Archives, Projects and Resources
[bookmark: _GoBack]With thanks to panelists from, “Pandemic History from the Bottom Up: A Webinar with Oral Historians and Archivists”

Organized by Madison Marlow, Manhattan Borough President’s Office
Robert W. Snyder, Manhattan Borough Historian


Oral History Resources from William Buie, Associate Oral Historian at the National September 11 Memorial & Museum

· “If You’re Thinking About Starting an Oral History Project” by Sady Sullivan with Maggie Schreiner 

· “No one owes their trauma to archivists, or, the commodification of contemporaneous collecting” by Eira Tansey

· Oral History at a Distance: Conducting Remote Interviews Webinar 

· Oral History Best Practices 
 
· Queens Memory Project – Forms & Resources 


Archiving Resources from Deidre Dinnigan, President of Archivists Round Table

· Archivist/Heritage Specialist, ForKeeps Inc.

· Contact Deidre: ddinnigan@for-keeps.org

· Archivists Round Table of Metropolitan New York, Inc. 

· Founded in 1979, the Archivists Round Table of Metropolitan New York, Inc. (ART) is a not-for-profit organization representing a diverse group of more than 400 archivists, librarians and records managers in New York metropolitan area.

· Contact ART: board@nycarchivists.org

· Brooklyn Historical Society: COVID-19 Project 

· Brooklyn Public Library: Our Streets, Our Stories

· City University of New York – CUNY Distance Learning Archive

· Documenting Your Community’s Experience of COVID-19: A Resource List

· New York Historical Society: History Responds 

· Preserving Web and Social Media Content 

· Archive-It (a service from the Internet Archive)

· WebRecorder from Rhizome 

· “Recording a Pandemic” Oral Histories 

· Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture - NYPL

· Share Your Story: A Journal of the Plague Year – COVID-19 Archive 

· Society of American Archivists

· StoryCorps Connect

· The LGBT Community Center: The LGBTQuarantine Archive Project 


PixStori Oral History App Tip Sheet from Michael Frisch, Founding Partner of PixStori; Christine L. Ridarsky, President of Association of Public Historians of New York State
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Tip Sheet
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
Before you start

Treat this like a social experience! Talk with the people in your household about what kinds of photos to take and stories to tell.

Be creative! Express your unique self! Sing a song, recite a poem, or simply narrate your story. You can share your experience in any format you choose.

Don’t worry if you make a mistake! You can edit your title, change your photo, or even re-record your story at any time.

When you’re ready to start

Go to https://www.pixstoriplus.com/invitation/y3j79ZFh2GagiEF4h

Step 1: Click on Tell a Stori + (upper right corner)

Tip: If you have used PixStori before and are a member in other groups, be sure to select Witness to History: COVID-19 to contribute to this project.

Step 2: Provide a title for your PixStori
 
· Choose one of the suggested titles from the Select Title dropdown menu
· Add a subtitle: Click in the title box and go to the end of the selected title, add a colon (:) and enter your own subtitle. 

Tips:
· Have fun with your subtitle! Be creative! Use it to inspire curiosity about your story.
· If none of the suggested titles are appropriate for your story, you may instead choose to write your own.

Step 3: Select your county

· Using the Choose a Prompt dropdown menu, select your county (where you live).

Tip: If you live outside New York State, please enter your county and state in the Comments box.

Step 4: Record your story

· Click the microphone button (press the mic to record) and begin telling your story.
· When your story is complete, Press stop to finish recording (red square).

Tips:
· If possible, record in a quite place with no background noises.
· Speak clearly and at a volume appropriate for speaking to someone sitting across kitchen the table from you.
· Use a conversational tone.
· Made a mistake? No worries! You can re-record until you get it right.

Step 5: Add a photograph

· Click the camera button to Take or Upload a Photo.
· Select an image from your camera roll or files OR use your device’s camera to take a new photo.

Tips:
· Be creative! Use your photo to inspire curiosity about your story.
· Original artwork is welcome, too!
· If you are using a photo taken by someone other than yourself, make sure that you have permission to share it.
· If you don’t yet have a personal image to illustrate your story, you may choose instead click on Choose a Seed and select a generic image from our image bank.

Step 6: Add a caption for your photo or artwork

· Use the comment box to enter a caption for the photograph. Include:
· A brief title of description of the image.
· The date of the image.
· The name of the photographer/creator. This is especially important if you did not take the photo or create the art you are sharing.
· Any other information that will provide context for your image or your story.

Looking for inspiration?
Check out what other people have contributed!

My Daughters Visit!  [Reflections by Mother, 93] 
https://www.pixstoriplus.com/group-pYMoEipyErsEoEPMH/tiles/ZX2t5pqjSqpN7s4aS
 
How COVID-19 Influences my life [International Graduate Student]
https://www.pixstoriplus.com/group-QdTJi7JEbMnJoEaKL/tiles/Bnr2uibiWqcAHxoYw
 
Ology Brewing Company’s Home Made Hand Sanitizer
https://www.pixstoriplus.com/group-Pruq5herzKYsRTGiw/tiles/adPSo2v7zSDqpSugp
 
A New Normal [Student working at home]
https://www.pixstoriplus.com/group-Pruq5herzKYsRTGiw/tiles/TwGA5a5siuMxJAr2x
 
Unexpected Company on Speakerphone [Family connections]
https://www.pixstoriplus.com/group-Pruq5herzKYsRTGiw/tiles/yTxHP5H5QDdmzr6vN


Additional Oral History and Archiving Resources compiled by Rob Snyder, Manhattan Borough President 

· American Indian Community House “Germ City Exhibit” at the Museum of the City of New York

· Association of Public Historians of NYS, “Historians: Start Documenting COVID-19”

· “Cultural Centers as Neighborhood Havens: An Interview with Libertad O. Guerra”, submitted by Monxo Lopez

· “Documenting Your Community’s Experience of COVID-19: A Resource List”

· Influenza Archive’s “The American Influenza Epidemic of 1918-1919” in New York

· Office of NY State History resources for museums and cultural organizations documenting coronavirus

· Oral History in the Mid-Atlantic Region (OHMAR) 

· The Germ City Exhibition at the Museum of the City of New York, part of the Welcome’s Contagious Cities Project

· The Southern Oral History Program at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill – resources and examples of oral history 


NYC Oral History and Archivist COVID-19 Current Projects Examples

· Collecting #CovidStoriesNYC

· The Museum of the City of New York is asking everyone to share photos documenting their personal experience during the pandemic. 

· Post your images on Instagram using the hashtag #CovidStoriesNYC and tag @MuseumOfCityNY

· The West Harlem Art Fund’s “COVID Diaries POC”

· COVID Diaries POC is a poignant audio series documenting the impact of the corona virus through interviews and memoirs. COVID Diaries POC collaboratively captures the reactions of people of color living with the effects of this global pandemic. 

· Teen students from Exalt Youth will generate discussion questions that family members, neighbors and other participants will respond to using a recording feature on their phones.

· Those interviews will be archived and woven into an outdoor botanical installation and soundscape performance piece designed by artists Nadia DeLane and Austin Arrington.

· According to Savona Bailey McClain, Executive Director and Chief Curator for the West Harlem Art Fund, "It is vital that Black and Brown people share their thoughts and experiences firsthand. Too often others interpret the feelings of our communities for us without ever talking to us. COVID Diaries POC offers an opportunity for our communities to heal and process in real-time.”

· Posterity will include the voices of African, Latino and Caribbean Americans as historical actors and not as victims.

· Exalt demonstrates the power of effective educational engagement as a viable alternative to criminal justice involvement for today’s young people.

· To participate or for more information, email westharlemartfund12@gmail.com 

· SoHo Quarantine Time Capsule

· The SoHo Memory Project is creating a SoHo Quarantine Time Capsule, a record of how we, as individuals and as a community, are living through a worldwide pandemic and a worldwide social justice movement while in quarantine. 

· Send images, video, audio, and text that document SoHo’s here and now to yukie@sohomemory.org or use #SMPtimecapsule by June 30, 2020 for inclusion in this special collection within the SoHo Memory Project Archive. 

· “Touching Hearts, Not Hands”

· “Touching Hearts, Not Hands” is a call to collect creative responses to Coronavirus through poems, songs, stories, and videos.  

· Please send your materials to jake@citylore.org with the subject line of “Touching Hearts, Not Hands”.

· Unmasking Our Heroes 

· The New York City Fire Museum is collecting items related to the FDNY response to the COVID-19 pandemic – even your simple “Thank You.”

· Send in artifacts and messages of gratitude for the extraordinary efforts of our Paramedics, EMTs, and Certified First Responders.

· If you wish to send digital notes, images, or videos, please email them to curator@nycfiremuseum.org. 
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