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Global Trends: Climate Change

Climate change is widely considered the most important future global trend.
According to the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the UN Office for
Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR)', the increase in natural disasters over the past 50
years can be attributed to climate change and extreme weather events. These natural
disasters disproportionately affect vulnerable communities. As such, it is imperative
that organizations and communities are prepared to respond to these disasters and
minimize the impact.

One of the most important ways to prepare for and respond to disasters caused
by global climate change is through training and capacity building. It is important to
make a disaster risk assessment to understand the needs and resources of the
community and to identify risks and vulnerabilities. Using the assessment results to
prepare for emergencies and disasters by developing separate emergency and
evacuation plans depending on the types of disasters. This plan should outline
specific actions to be taken by everyone before, during and after an emergency or
disaster and regular training should be conducted.?

There are some possibilities for implementing training and capacity building,
including working with government agencies, NGOs, and the private sector.
Collaboration between these stakeholders can ensure that training and capacity
building programs are accessible and effective. For example, FEMA released
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Basic Training Course materials,
which provides an overview of the different types of emergencies and offers a
comprehensive CERT training course and training resources.®
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