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Preface
The city of Napa is located in the heart of Northern California’s Napa County (see

Figure 1 below). According to the 2020 City of Napa’s Annual Report, the population of

Napa County was approximately 136,699, with the city’s population at 78,373. About

54% of the land is residential and there are a total of 5 fire stations due to the high

frequency of wildfires that the area endures annually.1 In 2020, there were a total of 214

calls pertaining to fires. 1 Since 2013, Napa has experienced a total of 33 wildfires,

according to CAL FIRE data.2 With a dry climate and high winds increasing the threat of

wildfires, there is a need for an updated Napa Valley disaster plan in order to prevent,

mitigate, respond, and recover from wildfires in Napa Valley. This disaster plan is

intended to be utilized in conjunction with the state and federal operational procedures

and protocols.

Map of Napa County3

Figure 1. Google maps (2023) view of Napa County’s county lines (outlined in dark red on map).
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Napa County Fires 1878-19694

Figure 2. All historical wildfires that were located in and around Napa County between the years 1878-1969.
Here, fires are smaller in size, compared to later years, and sporadically placed around Napa County. These
fires, highlighted in green, were recorded via the Capredio.org Interactive Wildfire Map of California. Regions
with lighter green highlighted portions represent overlap- or re-occurrence- of wildfires in that same area
between the years 1878-1969. Many overlaps can be seen in the Northeastern region of Napa County.
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Napa County Fires 1970s-2010s4

Figure 3. All historical wildfires that were located in and around Napa County between the years 1970-2010.
This data, highlighted in multiple colors, was recorded via the Capredio.org Interactive Wildfire Map of
California. Here, yellow indicates the 1970’s, orange is 1980’s, green is 1990’s, blue is 2000’s, and purple is
2010. Fires have grown in size and range in the Northeastern edge of Napa County. It can also be seen that
multiple locations have suffered from wildfires more than once (as seen in the frequent overlap of
highlighted wildfires).
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Napa County Fires 2020s4

Figure 4. All historical wildfires that were located in and around Napa County between the years 2020-present
day. This data, highlighted in purple, was recorded via the Capredio.org Interactive Wildfire Map of California.
Here, it is shown that Northern Napa County, as well as the Eastern edge of Napa County, continue to face
the highest numbers of wildfires compared to other regions of the county. As seen in previous maps, these
regions have faced the most- and largest spreading- wildfires since the 1970’s-1980’s. As this location range
has proven to be most vulnerable and at-risk of wildfires, it is important to protect it and regions surrounding
it.
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Base Plan

Mission
Our mission is to serve our community and support its health and well-being.5

Statement of Purpose
The purpose of this base plan is to address concerns regarding wildfire preparedness in

Napa County. Historically, Napa County has been prone to several types of natural

disasters, including earthquakes, landslides, and flooding, however, wildfires remain a

severe and consistent threat. The main reason for this is the fact that climate change

has shifted weather patterns, causing extended periods of heat, dryness, and drought,

atypical of the region’s renowned Mediterranean climate. These factors create prime

conditions for fires to ignite and spread, and dictate the need for this department to

revisit and renew its base plan for wildfire management and response.

Authorities
This Wildfire Disaster Plan may be utilized by the Director of Emergency Services in any

of the following situations:

● As directed by the Emergency Operations Plan of Napa County

● Upon order by the Governor that a State of Emergency is occurring in the area

● Upon a State of War Emergency as stated in the California Emergency Services

Act

● If the President declares a state of National Emergency

● Upon occurrence of a catastrophic disaster that requires government response

immediately

I. Federal:6

a. California Emergency Services Act

b. Governor's Executive Order W-9-91

c. Administrative orders under the W-9-91
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d. State of Emergency Orders and Regulations

e. State of War Emergency Orders and Regulations

f. Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act

g. California- Federal Emergency Operations Center Guidelines: Integrating

Federal Disaster

h. Title 44 Code of Federal Regulations

i. California Catastrophic Incident Base Plan: Concept of Operations

Communication Plans

Internal Communications:
When there is evidence of a wildfire, witnesses are required to call 911, which will

bring them to a dispatcher. It is their job to then provide the dispatcher

information about the wildfire, such as the location, if they have seen where, or

how it was started, and how large it is at that moment in time. Once the

dispatcher is aware of all necessary details, they will notify nearby police officers

as well as the Napa Fire Department. Depending on the size of the fire and the

speed of its growth, further resources- such as the neighboring fire and police

departments mentioned in the mutual aid agreement- will be dispatched and

called upon to help contain the wildfire and perform search and rescue missions

if necessary.

External Communications:
All external communications, with some of the most important ones being wild

fire alerts, are sent from the Napa County Sheriff’s Office by email, as well as by

landline phone and cellular device. Cellular device alerts will be delivered via

both phone calls, along with text message notifications. In addition, the Sheriff’s

Office will utilize all social media accounts (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, etc.) for

further outreach to those who may be non-residents. It is the Sheriff’s duty to

develop a brief summary explanation of the situation which will be used for media

and additional news coverage. Napa Fire Department and Napa Police

Department will also be notified to post the alerts on their social media accounts
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in order to reach those who do not receive the phone and email alerts. Local

media/news outlets will then be allowed to notify the public using the Sheriff’s

brief statement.

Mutual Aid Agreements
I. The Napa County Office of Emergency Services (NCOES) Mutual Response

Agreement will receive mutual aid from:

- Sonoma Fire Department

- Sonoma Valley Police Department

- Yountville Fire Department

- Yountville Police Department

- Northern California Volunteer California Search & Rescue (CALSAR)

- Sonoma Valley Hospital

- Hillside Christian Church (potential shelter)

This Napa County Office of Emergency Services (NCOES) Agreement was made

for the purpose of carrying out the mutual exchange of emergency services

between fire, rescue, and emergency medical service agencies of the Napa

County/ Northern California/ American Viticultural Area (AVA) jurisdictions that

are signatories to this agreement.
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CONOPS: Team 5, Wildfire and Evacuation, Napa CA

Wildfire Safety in Napa, California

I. Needs Assessment of the Affected Population

As stated in this Base Plan, Napa County is at high risk for wildfires due to several

factors. These include a dry climate, high winds, and extended periods of drought and

warm weather. The geography and topography of the Napa region also increases the

risk of wildfires. The city of Napa is an 18.15 mi2 urban area with over 78,000 residents.

It is situated in the center of Napa Valley and close to Napa River’s outlet into the San

Pablo Bay. This urban area is surrounded by farmland on all sides, with hilly areas to

the West and East that create the Napa valley, and bordered by sources of water to the

South. It is important to note that Napa has only 5 major routes leading out of its city

limits, 2 of them head further into the valley, 1 heads into the hills in the East, and 2

other routes head South and West away from areas that may be at greater risk of fire

spread, ie. away from the valley and towards water.

Taken from Google Maps7
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According to Census bureau data, about 18% of Napa’s population is over the age of

65, and about 22% is under the age of 18.8 These 2 groups create concern in regard to

evacuation because there may be difficulties in an emergency evacuation. Older people

in particular may have mobility issues.

Wildfires present a risk of death and both short and long-term injury among other

adverse impacts. Between 2017 and 2022, fires affecting Napa that led to fatalities

included the LNU Lightning Complex fire of 2020 with 6 deaths, the Atlas fire of 2017

with 6 deaths, the Tubbs fire of 2017 with 22 deaths, and the Nuns fire of 2017 with 3

deaths.9 Additionally, wildfires may result in long-term health and mental health

problems and vulnerabilities related to exposure to hazardous products of combustion,

psychological trauma, and economic losses.10 More frequent wildfires and increasing

intensities have already created extensive and lasting damage to the Napa economy,

with smoke damaging the grapes that make Napa’s world-class wine, and flames

scorching and destroying vineyards and other areas that often attract tourism.10

Ongoing wildfire risk can create long-term adverse impacts for most residents as their

livelihood depends either directly or indirectly on Napa tourism. Without many other

sources of income, Napa residents are largely dependent on tourism: according to

census data, the median income in Napa is $44,621 with a poverty rate of 7.9%, and an

uninsured rate of 8.8%.8 These factors indicate a bleak future for the majority of Napa

residents in wildfires continue to affect the area at this rate of consistency.

Another crucial concern is the impact of wildfires on agricultural workers, who are at the

greatest risk of exposure to wildfires. Agricultural fields and surrounding unworked land

are likely to fuel fires. In the current setting, these factors could also contribute to

residents’ ability to evacuate an area in the event of a wildfire. For example, many

agricultural employees may be working in the fields when a fire starts. They may not

have immediate access to transportation, and they may not have access to cellphones

or wireless signals and may receive late alerts. In addition, the location of the

agricultural fields deep in the valley could cause these groups to become trapped in the

fields, surrounded by flames. Those who are able to evacuate may receive immediate
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healthcare assistance, but long-term, they may have difficulty accessing healthcare

services due to financial hardship.

II. Available Resources

At the time of the disaster, this plan will be activated in order to ensure that all

supervisors in different departments are aware of their responsibilities. Normal services

may be suspended at the time of emergency. The Incident Commander will oversee

these departments to make sure that the emergency response is being followed

correctly. This plan is put in place to coordinate available resources between the

departments to ensure the needs of vulnerable populations. 

Evacuation: The support branch within the logistics department will ensure that there

are emergent transportation services for vulnerable populations at the time of a disaster.

This will ensure that elderly and younger residents and agricultural farmers are

evacuated as timely as possible. Local police and fire departments will also be

responsible for evacuating the main wildfire zones. The planning department will have a

plan in place for roadway clearance coordinated with public communications so that

alerts can inform the public regarding roadway policies and priorities during a disaster.

Additionally, the communications unit within the logistics department will send out alerts

frequently to ensure people who need additional assistance can be safely evacuated

from the area. 

Medical Care: The medical unit within the logistics team will be responsible for the

delivery of the healthcare services during the event of an emergency. Hospitals and

clinics outside of the wildfire areas will be utilized to give patients suffering from

wildfire-related injuries medical care. The service branch will oversee this delivery of

care. EMS will be in charge of bringing patients to the hospital and helping with initial

aid. Then, the triage team will be responsible for providing the specific medical

treatments. Necessary supplies should be stockpiled before the event of a disaster in
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order to prevent hospitals from becoming overcrowded or running out of supplies. In the

event that supplies or space runs out, EMS will transport patients to other nearby

hospitals. Personnel that possess all-terrain vehicles will be contacted to help transport

patients and essential staff. The city will furnish records of all resources that were used

during a disaster including supplies, personnel (ex. Healthcare workers), and materials.

A local list of resources for emergency situations will also be developed. 

Shelter/Water/Food: General shelters for evacuees displaced by wildfires will be opened

for immediate housing purposes. People that cannot be exposed to the air or travel far

can take shelter in these centers for up to 48 hours. This will ensure that vulnerable

populations are not exposed to the hazardous health outcomes of wildfires. There will

be meals, water, blankets, pillows, and cots supplied in the shelters. These will be in

limited quantities, so if the emergency is to take longer than 48 hours, then long-term

shelters will need to be opened. 

III. Effectiveness of Disaster Response

When responding to wildfires, it is important to heavily rely on communication. The

Incident Commander will man all channels of communication and launch prompt alerts

of potential uncontainable wildfires and other hazards, along with their locations. It is

understood that notifications that grant ample lead-time to react to dangers, are crucial

for ensuring the safety of the general public, and especially, for vulnerable groups-

those who are immobile- that are most at-risk. Apart from this, the Incident Commander

will also activate necessary sectors and deploy designated personnel to contain such

disasters. Necessary sectors may include neighboring fire departments, police

departments, as well as hospitals- depending on the size of the wildfire. This emphasis

on swift communication and established understanding of the plan, will contribute to the

efficiency of evacuation efforts- especially for those most vulnerable. In the case that

communication is cut-off via mobile devices, there is also a standard protocol-

predominately reliant on satellite communication- as well as plans put in place that will

not require these devices, and still ensure safety.        
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Prioritizing ways to coordinate groups of people- through communication- in the wake

of a fire is extremely crucial. However, in addition to this, there will be an emphasis on

personal preparedness as well. Household preparedness is extremely important in the

case of wildfires and therefore, presents a push for evacuation plans, communication

plans, and disaster supply kits established and prepared within families and

households. Personally planning ahead of time will increase people’s chances of

seeking safety quicker and decrease chances of life-threatening danger. Organizations

such as Habitat for Humanity, provide excellent examples of the correct steps to take in

order to handle wildfires during and after the threat. Furthermore, by increasing

awareness, as well as the adoption of these safety practices, more people would be

able to protect themselves- leaving room for wildfire disaster teams to seek out and

assist disadvantaged, and overall more vulnerable groups of people that may not be

able to carry out these practices on their own. 

By keeping these plans in mind, and highlighting the importance of individual fire safety,

disaster management and wildfire safety officials will be able to shift their focus to

the population in need. In addition, after every wildfire, there will be response reviews

held for every department involved, that will analyze the quality of actions taken during

the disaster in order to evaluate effectiveness and efficiency. If it was reflected that

actions were not conducive to the goal at hand, then necessary changes will be

implemented in the standard action plan.          
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