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The List of Internal / External Invited Letters, Statements, or Testimonials 

 

1. The letter from Professor Kyojik “Roy” Song from the Sungkyunkwan 
University (SKKU), Seoul, Korea. Professor Song is the conference host of 
2022 Global AI Finance Research Conference held in Singapore, December 
2022. 

2. The letter from a graduate student, Ahsutoss Das. Mr. Das has been accepted 
into a Ph.D. program in Florida International University and is waiting for 
answers from other schools.  

3. The exit letters by a graduating student from Retention Management 
&Planning 

4. Remarks by other students from the end-of-semester student evaluations 
5. The email from a student 
6. The entire set of student comments from Fall 2022 semester 

  

http://www.aifinconf.org/sub/program.php


Yi, LST 1 

Letters, Statements, or Testimonials 1: A Letter from Prof. Song 
Professor Kyojik “Roy” Song teaches at the Sungkyunkwan University (SKKU), Seoul, Korea. 
He was the conference host of 2022 Global AI Finance Research Conference held in Singapore, 
December 2022. 

  

http://www.aifinconf.org/sub/program.php


Yi, LST 2 

Letters, Statements, or Testimonials 2: A Letter from a former student 
Ahsutoss Das. Mr. Das has been recently accepted into a Ph.D. program in Florida International 
University and is waiting for answers from other schools.  
 

To the Presidential Award for Teaching Excellence Review Committee  

I am writing to you today to share some of my exciting experience about my professor, Professor 
Dr. Ha-Chin Yi. I am glad that he has been nominated for the Presidential Award for Teaching 
Excellence, and I believe that he is well-deserving of this honor. I wanted to take this opportunity 
to share with you some of the reasons why I believe that Dr. Yi is such an exceptional teacher. 
Firstly, I appreciate his unique teaching style, which is both engaging and informative I have ever 
seen. His unique teaching style has kept me engaged and motivated throughout the semesters. He 
has a way of breaking down complex concepts into simple terms that are easy to understand. 
Whether through engaging lectures, thoughtful discussions, or hands-on exercises, Dr. Yi 
consistently challenges his students to think critically and creatively. 

Regarding instructional methods, Dr. Yi utilizes a wide range of techniques that cater to different 
learning styles. He uses multimedia presentations, interactive group discussions, and hands-on 
projects to help us grasp the concepts thoroughly. His passion for the subject is evident in the way 
he delivers the material, and his enthusiasm is infectious. I want to highlight Professor Yi's 
dedication to his students' success. He always made himself available outside of class to answer 
any questions or provide additional support. One thing that I appreciate the most about Dr. Yi's 
class is how it has improved my learning experience. So far, I have had two classes, FIN 5322: 
Investment Analysis and QFE 5395: Independent Study, with Dr. Yi. His class has helped me 
develop a deeper understanding of the subject matter and its real-world applications. I feel more 
confident in my ability to apply the concepts I have learned in the class to real-life scenarios. 

Furthermore, my research experience in finance began with my research supervisor, Dr. Ha-Chin 
Yi, a Professor of Finance at Texas State University. Under his supervision, I got interested in NLP 
text analysis of corporate, legal, regulatory disclosure of U.S. firms. As part of our research, we 
downloaded Form 10-Ks of all U.S. companies (2010-2021) from the SEC Edgar database. we 
compiled a database of texts from Risk Factors, Management Discussion & Analysis of Financial 
Condition and Result of Operations, and Quantitative & Qualitative Disclosures about Market Risk 
from all the Form 10-Ks. Within the database, we use NLP text analysis, a machine learning 
approach, through Python’s language algorithm to count all positive words, negative words, 
polarity score, complex words, constraint words, uncertainty words, and fog index (index that 
determine the level of text readability) using the Loughran-McDonald dictionary method. Our aim 
was to identify the relationships between these variables and stocks return of the firms. We are 
also currently considering conducting text analysis of all the judiciary hearing of the firms and 
how they influence the investors and the firm’s market performance.  



Before taking the course with Dr. Yi, I had no idea how to read SEC documents with Python. 
However, Professor Yi's expertise in this area was apparent from the first lecture. He walked me 
through the process step-by-step and provided us with helpful resources to deepen my 
understanding. I can confidently say that I have developed a valuable skillset thanks to Professor 
Yi's guidance. Additionally, I was particularly impressed by Dr. Yi's commitment to providing 
practical, real-world applications for the material covered in class. For example, his lessons on the 
process to read SEC documents with Python were incredibly useful and applicable to the field I 
was pursuing. Our collaborative works equipped me with necessary quantitative and qualitative 
skills for interpreting complex financial theories and evaluating the validity of research hypotheses. 
This helped me to better understand the importance of the material and how it could be applied in 
my future research. 

Recently, I got acceptance for pursuing my Ph.D. in Finance at Florida International University, 
Miami, Florida for Fall 2023. I would definitely say, my collaborative research works with Dr. Yi, 
his guidance and supervision allow me to demonstrate myself as highly qualified applicants for 
my Ph.D. applications. I am truly grateful to him. 

In conclusion, Professor Yi's teaching has been a transformative experience for me, and I believe 
that he is a deserving candidate for the Presidential Award for Teaching Excellence. I am grateful 
for his unwavering dedication to teaching and his commitment to providing his students with a 
rich and engaging learning experience. Thank you for providing me with the opportunity to learn 
under such a brilliant educator. 

 

With best regards, 

Ahsutoss Das 
Graduate Candidate, MSQFE program 
GIA, Finance & Economics Department 
Texas State University, San Marcos, Texas 
E-mail: ahsutoss.das@txstate.edu 
  

mailto:ahsutoss.das@txstate.edu


Yi, LST 3 

Letters, Statements, or Testimonials 3: The exit letters by a graduating student from Retention 
Management &Planning 
 

  



Yi, LST 3 

Letters, Statements, or Testimonials 3: The exit letters by a graduating student from Retention 
Management &Planning 

 



Yi, LST 4 

Letters, Statements, or Testimonials 4: Remarks from other students at the end of semester 
student evaluations 

 

 

• Very appreciative to his contribution to my academic experience here at 
Texas State. 

• For his genuine spirit and desire for his students to understand finance, he is 
approachable, professional, provided well rounded classes, kept up with 
current events. Very enjoyable. 

• My diploma will mean so much more because of what I learned in this class. 
• I greatly appreciate everything you did for my education inside and outside 

the classroom. 
• This class has been such a joy because learning from Dr. Yi has been 

remarkable. 
• You are not just a professor; you are a motivator as well. 
• I feel like this was my most influential class, and possibly one of the top 

classes that will help me out in life. 
• An engaging and enthusiastic instructor who makes the material interesting 

and informative. 
• You inspired me to take my career in finance to another level. 

  



Yi, LST 5 

Letters, Statements, or Testimonials 5: An Email from a student, Martin Pace 

 

 

 



Yi, LST 6 

Letters, Statements, or Testimonials 6: The entire set of student comments from Fall 2022 
semester 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

  



Presidential Award for Excellence in Teaching:  

2023, Professor & Associate Professor 

Ha-Chin Yi 

 

 

The List of Evidentiary Materials and Exhibits 

 

1. Pictures of my tutorials, workshop, and other presentations relevant to 
teaching.  

2. The sample Canvas Page and Data Analytics Webpage 
(https://hachinyi.wp.txstate.edu/my-codes/)* 

3. A collection of former students’ responses to my job search inquiry through 
the Linkedin (https://hachinyi.wp.txstate.edu/advices-from-former-students/) 
** 

4. Certificates of Faculty Development 
5. Internal Awards in Teaching 

 

 

* I have created the web site showing all learning materials for FinTech, Machine Learning, 
Python coding, Natural Language Process, and others. To see the full content of it, please go to 
the site. 

 

** I reached out to my former students through Linkedin and asked the question. 

“Hi, This is Professor Ha-Chin Yi from Texas State University. I am reaching out to you to 
hear about how you successfully secured your current job or previous position. I am 
collecting positive/negative stories from you all so that I can pass them on to my current 
students. Your experience will be very helpful. Could you briefly share your job search 
journey with us? You can leave it here or email me at hy11@txstate.edu. Thank you!” 

  

https://hachinyi.wp.txstate.edu/my-codes/
https://hachinyi.wp.txstate.edu/advices-from-former-students/
mailto:hy11@txstate.edu


Yi, Exhibit 1 

Exhibit 1: Pictures of Tutorials, Workshop, and Other Presentations 

 
Conference Tutorial Session on NLP, Atlanta, GA 2022 

 

 
Natural Language Processing Tutorial, Singapore 2022 

 

  
FinTech Workshop at the University of South Florida, Tampa, FL 2023 
 

 



Yi, Exhibit 2 

Exhibit 2: The Sample Canvas Page and the Personal Data Analytics Webpage 
(https://canvas.txstate.edu/courses/2047926/pages/0-dot-0-class-overview ) 
(https://canvas.txstate.edu/courses/2042682/pages/1-the-risk-return-tradeoff-in-capital-markets-
ch-11 ) 
(https://hachinyi.wp.txstate.edu/my-codes/) 

 
Using Canvas editing tools, I created Page for each chapter with lecture summary, 
graphs, tables and other visual and audio materials. 

 

https://canvas.txstate.edu/courses/2047926/pages/0-dot-0-class-overview
https://canvas.txstate.edu/courses/2042682/pages/1-the-risk-return-tradeoff-in-capital-markets-ch-11
https://canvas.txstate.edu/courses/2042682/pages/1-the-risk-return-tradeoff-in-capital-markets-ch-11
https://hachinyi.wp.txstate.edu/my-codes/


Yi, Exhibit 2.  

 
I provide my Python codes using Google Colab. 
 

 
Finance is a quantitative heavy subject and I provide all important equations and 
models in Canvas Pages.  

  



Yi, Exhibit 2.  

 

 
Using WordPress, I created my own Data Analytics page where students can 
access the up to date FinTech, machine learning, and other materials. 

 

 
 



Yi, Exhibit 2.  

 

 
Using Jupyter Notebook, I provide important Python codes and list them in my 
Page.  

  



Yi, Exhibit 3.  

Exhibit 3: Former Students’ Job Search Experiences 
https://hachinyi.wp.txstate.edu/advices-from-former-students/  
I reached out to my former students to get feedbacks and have them share their job 
search journey with the current students.  

 

https://hachinyi.wp.txstate.edu/advices-from-former-students/


Yi, Exhibit 4.  

Exhibit 4: Certificates of Faculty Development 
 

 
Certificates from Linkedin Learning 

 

 
Certificate from University of South Carolina 

  



Yi, Exhibit 5.  

Exhibit 5: Internal Awards in Teaching 

 

 


