Fact: US cities are losing 36 million trees a year.

Question: Why 1s this important and what can we do about it?




This topic is
extremely important
because trees
encourage life and
promote thriving
ecosystems that are
crucial for
maintaining
biodiversity. By

making this
presentation, I hope
to educate people on
the impact of tree
loss and suggest
ideas for what we can

do to further prevent
it.




There are many factors
responsible for the
decline of trees and
ush forests 1n the US.




Factors Responsible
for Tree Loss

e Over logging

Agricultural
purposes
Farming
Mining
Overpopulation

Climate change




Rationale

Through this project I hope to create a
dialogue about increasing levels of
deforestation and what we can do as
individuals to make a difference. Through
images of deforestation, I hope to make an
impact and help people see the ugly truth
regarding deforestation in the US. Before
we learn about what we can do, we must
first know why trees and forests are so
important.
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Benetits of Trees

e Heat reduction

e Energy emissions
reduction

e Air pollution reduction

e Water quality
improvement

e Flooding reduction
Noise reduction

e Protection from UV
radiation
Improved human health

e Wildlife habitat
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Reduces Stormwater Runoff
Rainwater that runs off our roofs,
streets, and lawns can pick up
pollutants that flow into our lakes,
rivers, and streams. Trees help to
absorb this “stormwater”, keeping our
water safe. d

Provides Wildlife Habitat
Many native species require a

variety of plants and multiple layers Provides Us with

Oxygen

of canopy to forage and nest.

The Benefits
Of A Tree

Increases Property
Values
Homes that back up to
‘Ereenbelts may be valued at,
p to 15% more than simila
homes not near a park.

Improves Public Health
Forests and other green spaces promote
mental and physical health. They help
people relax and reduce stress, promote
social cohesion, encourage physical
activity, and reduce exposure to air
pollutants, noise, and excessive heat. 6

Buffers Noise ‘ '

Tree canopies dampen
sound by intercepting 0 nm
sound waves. '
Provides Shade

Trees cool our 0
atmosphere and act as’

Improves Air Quality &
Mitigates Climate Change
Trees absorb carbon dioxide and store
the carbon in woody tissues. The surface
of leaves trap airborne dust and soot.

» <:'_7 Creates the Foundation for New Life
The dead leaves that fall from the trees, resulting
in a layer of leaf litter, provide the foundation for
new life on the ground.

Improves Water Quality Reduces Erosion
Tree roots absorb water from the soil and peed of falling
help to filter out pollutants. This hel; rai { less likely to erode
make water healthier for salmon, other fish soil. £ vers of soil

and wildlife, and people.



Solution

There are many things one can
do to improve deforestation on
a small scale in their own
communities.

e Prune your trees
Allow trees to grow on
property

e Volunteer or donate to tree
planting and research
organizations

e [Educate yourself on trees



https://www.cnn.com/2019/07/20/health/iyw-cities-losing-36-million-trees-how-to-help-trnd/index.html
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