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Chairman Frisk announced that Mr. Gilmore is retiring in a week’s time and that this would
be the last meeting he would be attending. He thanked Mr. Gilmore for his many years of
dedicated service to not only the Council but for his very important role in marine and
environmental conservation. Ms. Julia Socrates who is the Assistant Director will assume the
role of Acting Director. There is an active search taking place but it's understood that Mr.
Gilmore’s position will take several months to fill since it will need to come from the

Governor’s office.

Chairman Frisk presented the agenda items followed by introductions by Councilors present
including several members of the DEC staff. Councilor Davi joined the meeting utilizing

Web-ex,

Public Comment

Nancy Solomon, Director of LI Traditions said she is getting increasingly worried about
whales. There have been so many news stories about whale mortalities. What she is hearing
is that the construction for the windfarms is causing this and wonders what studies are being

performed and if there is any truth to that statement.

John Maniscalco repeated what NOAA has been saying. There is no obvious linkage with the
work that is being performed because the work being performed is survey work which uses
tools that don’t produce sound waves that has been linked to whale mortalities. The
autopsies on the whales have revealed the cause to be boat strlkes and/or entanglements

with fishing gear.

Councilor Witthuhn recalled an article written by Mark Harrington, in the article, he noted
that since 2016 there has been 178 strandings. He said there has also been media outreach
by FOX News, CNN, USA Today and he doesn’t believe we can say without doubt that the
wind farms do not bear any responsibility. Mr. Witthuhn doesn’t believe enough research

has been done before moving forward with this.

Approval o.t Minutes

The minutes from November 15, 2022 were unanimously accepted as written

Recreational Black Sea Bass and Scup update — Presentation given by Rachel Sysak

The proposed regulations were developed in response to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission {ASMFC) and Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council (MAFMC) requiring
recreational harvest reductions for scup and black sea bass. This amendment wifl address the
ASMFC and MAFMC's required decreases to recreational harvest for black sea bass through
changes to the size limit and possession limit, and for scup, through changes to the size limit.
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DEC is adopting these changes in order to protect the general welfare of New York state citizens by complying with
ASMFC fishery management plan requirements. If ASMFC determines that New York is non-compliant, it notifies the U.S.
Secretary of Commerce. The Secretary could then promulgate and enforce a compiete closure of New York's scup and
black sea bass recreational fisheries if they concur with ASMFC's non-compliance determination.
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Councilor Witthuhn said he was against 16” and is even more upset at it being raised to 16.5”, is this the the only way to
get us to where we need to be? This is totally unacceptable. To go out on a 6- man charter in order to catch ~42, 16.5”
keepers, we're going to be throwing back 100, 150, 200 fish — how is that being conservative? There has to be another
way besides taking off 6 weeks at the end of the season. Weren’t we told that the end of the season didn’t amount to
anything so how would this be helpful? How can people afford to take 6 weeks off their business — that’s ludicrous.



Councilor Paradiso said we have an overabundance of stock, which the chart shows, yet once you add the MRIP
numbers you come out with a 2-year harvest that is way over the numbers. We need to go forward using biomass
indexes and not MRIP numbers — they distort the numbers for every fishery,

Mr. Gilmore said the largest part of the problem is Magnusun Stevens Act. It hasn’t been updated since 2007 and it
completely ties the DEC’s hands. We are forced to follow the federal guidelines because this isn’t being handled state by
state. Things would be different if they were. We need to update Magnusun.

Captain Jamie Querasimo said this is ridiculous. The state blames the feds and the feds blame the states. Everything is a
guess maybe it's time for the states to start extrapolating the numbers and start leaning their figures in favor for the
fisherman. We are losing more fish just by their dying than we are to catching them, 1 am tired of throwing back sea

bass.

Jimmy Schneider said sea bass are plentiful. They caught 42 fish in 3 trips. When they filet them, what they find in their
stomachs are two things - lobsters and baby sea bass. You are not fixing anything with these regulations. He believes
this started as a personal vendetta against their industry and has spiraled out of control. 64,000 families have left New
York for Florida — our regulations don’t allow fishers to make a living.

Pete Lauda said how well attended the Council meetings used to be but now everyone has lost faith in the system and
people are just giving up; they don’t come to the meetings because it doesn’t matter, the complaints from the fishermen

fall on deaf ears. They are tired of fighting and coming up empty.

Tautog

00 sy Days April Adds.
10 1,035 '
20 26,909

39 18,580

- Days April Adds §
0 __
..9,190

11,233

Councilor Witthuhn asked if the information used is based on trip reports to which Ms. Sysak replied the numbers are
based on MRIP data. This brought more disbelief from the audience, they are completely fed up with inaccurate MRIP
data being used.

Mark Delong said just to illustrate how wrong the MRIP numbers are take April 1% ~ April 20th the recreational harvest
in Lt Sound is zero pounds and if they are so wrong about this, they are wrong about aff the numbers. They aren’t even
in the ballpark - if we are basing all the numbers on MRIP data every fisher is wasting their time.



James Schneider said there is a difference between a little activity and none. No one has ever caught a black fish before
April 20% in Long Island Sound so where are these numbers coming from? The fishery is non-existent at that time. Then
go to the fall, we are done on the 28" of November. Zero fishery in the Spring and we are done by the 28" of
November.

Councilor Paradiso thought that a week back in October would be desirable but from the numbers, that doesn’t seem to
work. He said he would reach out to stakeholders to see what they think.

Commercial Quota Distribution

The following presentation was given by Jesse Hornstein and Peter Anderson.,

o ﬁi "“"‘ 150,-000 crab . _.
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IAFT 2023 Horseshoe Crab Quota Distribution

1 Januaw 1-April15 6,000

4%

2 Aprit 16 — August 31 138,000

92%

2-closed |~ May 17 - May 21 closed

closed

| 2-closed fasze 1 June 5 closed

closed

3 September 1 -~ November 30 6,000

4%

4 December 1- December 31 T8D

8D

Nancy Solomon wanted to say thanks for the many Bay men who depend on the horseshoe crab fishery.

Commercial Menhaden

_ mercuaf Menhaden o

_.34 618 Ibs

*2022 Landmgs - 985 775 Ibs x

*as of December 31 202 R R b
- *Preliminary 2023 Q_uota —-':_ '__-}'-296 646 Ibs;:_ L
;*2023 da!ly trlp I:mlt' _ _20 000 lbs T




2022 Summer Scup
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2022 Swmmer scup - Quota (with rolfover}vs, tandings

(353,728

142,379

128%

! ¥ July - August '
May - June Sept
Y # Quota % bindings #

_ DRAFT 2023 Commercial Summer Scup .
Scup cm:r:!‘:m Summet Period % Summer Quota HY Summer period % 2022 MY Summer Period Guota

Distribution 14,010,600 18.95% 5,456,895 15.82466% 8 6 3 53 5
. i '

Detrease of 417,134
Perlods 1 (May - lung) 2 {fuly - August} 3 (September) ibs, Bk

Percent 60% 30% 10%
2023 Quota 518,121 259,061 86,364 863,535

: Proposed Trip Limits 4,000 wcel'thj; et SO0 SO0
i 2022 60% 30% 10%

B 2022 trip Limit 4,000 weekly/ 500 800 600

2022 Quota Actual 753,698 376,849 125,616 1,256,163
2 2022 Quote Reliover 315,985 87,873

- - 814562 353,728 112,379

Councilor Jordan was unable to attend the meeting but asked what the feedback was with regarding the 4,000 Ib.
weekly trip limit. Councilor Davi wondered if the 4,000 Ib. weekly trip limit was contributing to the overage that we are
seeing. Mr. Anderson replied that there was a very small percentage of fishers who were actually utilizing the-full 4,000
Ib. trip limit. Mr. Davi asked without the 4,000 weekly trip limit, would the daily number be able to increase? Mr,
Anderson replied that hypothetically, there may be the ability to go up to 750 Ibs. daily. Mr. Davi replied he would like
to do away with the 4,000 lb. weekly trip limit because it is only benefiting the winter boats and it’s interfering with the
summer fish which is supposed to be New York State’s fishermen’s fish so we are basically getting screwed out of
catching 150 Ibs. of fish during that period. Take away the 4,000 Ib. weekly trip limit and give it to the rightful fishers —
the dayboats. Mr. Maniscalco said they will go back and see if there really is going to be the savings that you think there
will be, he believes that we will be going over the limit in May and June regardless so he doesn’t want to take the weekly
away if there isn’t going to be much of a difference. Mr. Davi said the 4,000 |b. weekly trip limit is enabling other vessels
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to harvest that and it's taking away for the daily trip limit from fishers that only have New York State licenses that are
waiting for those fish to come in and now their limit is reduced, This is the problem we have when we start to interfere
with the summer fisheries coming out of the winter. This is a perfect example of the problem. He knows there are going
to be so many fish thrown back this year and there are going to be complaints to the DEC, why not try to alleviate the
problem beforehand. Even if you can only give an additional 50 Ibs. - 50 Ibs. a day is still 50 Ibs. a day. We have always
said that when we try a new concept, if it doesn’t work, we’ll go back to the way things were and he believes that is

what is needed here.

Commercial Bluefish

i - ._#414,-6931[3_3:5_ _t;af quota 82,500 1bs. transfe; |

{82 500 iota! in July}

,-_}..".-Landmgs 348,417 Ibs.*
& as of December's -2022 N

"" ':':*-‘F“'”fa'??mesf data source ~ SAFIS daily upda

2022 Bluefish Landings & Trip Eimits by Week
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2022 Bluefith - Perlod Guota {with rollover} vs, Landings {in pounds)

107,830
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2022 Quots 56,003 252,014 140,008 84,006 28,002 560,031

_ .:' Proposed rip timits 23 000 g00 500 &6 00
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g 2042 Trip Limits L0 1% 350 e 350

*transfer of 82,500

022 Quota Actusl - 41,469 186,612 103,673/186,173¢ 52,204 20,735

2022 Quato with )
Relipver 192,407 176,546 197,611 190,669

. 2022 tandings 24,083 207,830 46,934 27,677 41,893 348417

T4

4% po transter [

Councilor Jordan said almost half of the increase shown is in the May/June period. We under caught drastically, maybe
don’t change the percentages. Remind everyone overage from period 2 rolls into the next subsequent period, increase
the trip limits. He is in favor of taking it when we can, go to 750 to 1000 or whatever is reasonable number. This is one

instance when frontloading the season makes sense. Percentages are forever.
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Black sea bass

,2022;qu?ota -633.4 4 '
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as of December 31 2022
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BN 2022 Cluota Rodtower

2022 Blatk ses bass - Period GQuota {with roffovervs, Perfod Landings
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2022 fluke
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2022 Summner flounder- Quota {with rollover) vs. Landings

6101832

dard Dk

Ty Ly

PR

1
Jan. Feb Mearch - Al

¥ 4 ¥

May . July
# Qucta = i ngs August- Oct. liov. - Ded.

Fluke Quota * 2023 QUOta
Commgm 15,270,000 1’ 437’ 768

_ reductionof #8
2023 Periods 1 {Jarvexy - Feb) 2 {March- April) 3 (May- ki) 4 {Angum - Ooinbee) 5 (Now Dex) 33,011 k.

% Distribtion 5% 15% 5% 20% 5%
i 2023 renod Cuota 359,442 215,665 503,219 287,554 71,888 3,437,768
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| 2022 100en—Feb} 2 (March=Apnl] 3 (May—Juk} 4( A Oxt) 5 (Dec)
S 20022 % Distribwtion 25% 15% 5% 20% 5%
8 2022 Trip 2,000/280 2,000/ 260 140 140 140

8 2022Qu0m 294,156 220,616 588,312 284,156 73,539 1,470,779
- ETTTT —— 545,756 511,832 480,203

2022 1avwdirgs 156,351 263,172 228080 342,973 277,535
2022 % of Quotn _A3% 119% A% LU 58%

A number of folks said they really wanted to see an increase in the daily limit instead of the weekly one.

Arthur Kersman would like to see more fluke in May-July so we are not chasing them in November. Front loading also
brings in better prices.



Tautog tags

More information will be forthcoming, they are still sorting out various payment options.

It was asked why are we using metal tags and the answer was these were the tags approved by the ASMFC, therefore,
we had to use them.

Mark Cusomono asked if the $0.30 includes the cost of mailing and the answer is that it does,

David Bornamen asked if the tags have helped with enforcement and Officer Reilly said they definitely act as a deterrent
to illegal fishing.

Striped Bass taq shares
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Councilor Witthuhn questioned Ms. Craig, who gave this presentation, if she has noticed an increase in gear type as
opposed to rod and reel to which she replied, they have. Mr. Witthuhn said there needs to be more control hecause a
rod and reel fisher cannot compete with other gear types and it can affect the price greatly. Arod and reeler might have
gotten a price quote for earlier in the day from a vendor but if they receive a large number of striped bass from a gill
netter, the price could drop considerably affecting the income for the rod and reeler. He had hoped the George
LaPainte report was going to help with this situation but here we are, still waiting for the report,

Mr. Witthuhn asked if the quota was met for 2021 and Councilor Jordan said we have never met our quota. Ms. Craig
said it closed last year at 98%. Mr. Witthuhn would like to see the DEC give Striped Bass tags to some guys who have
had a food fish license for the past 20 years, they deserve the opportunity.

ASMFC Atlantic Striped Bass Addendum | = Voluntary transfer of commercial quota
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Mr. Maniscalco does admit to being a bit confused by the feedback they received because the majority of mortality does
come from the recreational fishery, the commercial fisheries represent a relatively small portion of the ocean mortality,
and there were options that allowed transfers only when the stock is no longer overfished. The preponderance of
feedback cited no transfers because we need to focus on rebuilding at a time when the stock was of relatively low
abundance. The summary document from ASMFC was concerned about expanding harvest and increasing fish mortality
while the stock is rebuilding and at the same time, still being overfished. He thinks a smarter adaptive management
would only allow transfers when the stock is rebuilt {(and that is an option). The vast majority of commentators prefer
status quo. Mr. Maniscalco agrees with going status quo but he wanted to receive feedback from the Council. Counciior
Witek said there is a difference between not overfished and slightly above the threshold and rebuilt. He hopes to see at
the May meeting a new management action that says the 2022 recreational landings have been so high, we need to
reduce those again. The folks Mr. Witek knows who have opposed this is because they want to see NO increase in
landings until the stock is completely rebuilt and want rebuilding to occur no later than 2029. Anything that increases
fishing mortality is not what people want to see. As far as Delaware wanting more fish is concerned, we should reduce
proportionally all the commercial quotas of the other states in order to give Delaware what Delaware thinks it shouid
have. At this stage don’t take Delaware’s fish out of the rebuilding population, take it out of the other commercial
quotas. Only when the stock is rebuilt and all conservation tags should apply to all transfers not just when the stock is
ovetfished.

Councilor Witthuhn agrees with Mr. Witek — there are a lot of variants that need to be considered but he believes we
are on the right track. If Delaware is the headache, then work it out with Delaware. Mr. Maniscalco said it wouldn’t
necessarily just be Delaware taking advantage, he thinks Massachusetts would be interested too. If the stock is rebuilt
transfers wouid work, they do make a lot of sense. Councilor Jordan would like it on the record that he is for supporting
transfers. He believes they should be able to use all of the functional quota in New York State. He endorses transfers.

18



Regulatory updates

Councilor Jordan said the slot fishery is a killer — 22” would be fine but the upper is a killer and he is speaking
recreationally. Councilor Witek said if you're going 40 miles, you've already got the slot, because you're in Federal
waters, this would only apply inside of 3 miles. He thinks we should conform to the Feds, whatever that would be.

Councilor Dearborn agrees that the slot size will be an issue but she does feel we should conform to the Federal
mandates. She will continue to ask for feedback though.

Mr. Delanoy completely agrees that the state and federal should be the same whenever possible even though he
doesn’t feel the Federal one isn’t right at this time.

Paul Risi recalled that the Friday previously was the Groundfish meeting where he said different aspects were talked
about except for slot size. A big topic was that New York and New Jersey were not in compliance. There was also talk
about a size limit of 22” or 23" but there whl be further discussion when The New England Council meets.

Commercial Cobig
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Recreational Striped Bass Gaffing ~

Mr. Maniscalco asked what the Council thought the definition of a “gaff” should be, the attorneys are requesting specific
language to use. They would like the wording to be tight and not allow for “loopholes,” Mr. Gilmore said they will most
likely add photos to eliminate any uncertainty just as they had done for circle hooks.

Commercial Striped Bass Tags

Councilor Witthuhn said while on the topic of striped bass, he asked when the areas that have been closed will be
aliowed to reopen. What is the criteria for making that happen? Mr. Maniscalco said the DEC is currently in the process
of sampling Striped Bass which began in June of 2022. Unfortunately, they had a freezer malfunction and they lost the

20



fish from July’s sampling. Their plan is to sample Striped Bass in the marine district each month beginning in April and
working through December. Working together with the Department of Health, the samples will be analyzed for various
contaminants and if deemed safe, the areas will be re-opened. The EPA dictates what fish can be sold in markets
because of strict guidelines they follow to ensure that fish are safe for consumption.

Councilor Witthuhn said he hopes they open soon because he knows there is a fot of fish going to markets under the
table. What is the timetable? Mr. Maniscalco said they will do the sampling in 2023 followed by analysis and he really

can’t give a specific date right now.

Counciior Witek questioned the specific protocols for the analysis. He believes different parts of the fish may contain
different contaminants. Mr. Maniscalco said they will use the same standard fileting process. There are videos showing
exactly how this is done and he will be happy to share the video with anyone who asks.

Sea Kelp Bill

Mr. Gilmaore said contrary to what some people may have heard, the Sea Kelp Legislation is not a dead issue. There is
currently a pilot program in the works and the DEC believes that once Governor Hochul sees how well the pilot program
is going, she wiil change her mind with regard to this Bill. They believe the location is causing the most concern — being
in the Peconics; spatial planning is just one of the concerns. Aquaculture is a growing enterprise and should be worth
considering but it must be balanced and done correctly,

Nancy Solomon hopes that the women from the Shinnecock Indian Nation who make a living at farming sea kelp are not
negatively affected if the bill should be passed. She believes their rights should be taken into account when considering

this.

Councilor Davi wants to know if they are considering Long Island Sound for this project. Mr. Gilmore said all state waters
are capable but some places are more expensive for shipping and that will aiso needs to be taken into account.

21



Enforcement of 70 ft law —

Ms. Davidson said this is a complicated issue for a number of reasons. When Enforcement see a vessel in the water they
can’t simply take them off the water, they have to sort through not only the DEC’s grandfathered list but many of the
vessels have been sold, or their names have been changed. This means all research needs to take place using their
document numbers; it can get very complicated. it was then questioned, “What about out of state vessels?” Ms.
Davidson said the owner could carry a non-resident permit — again, it’s complicated.
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Councilor Witthuhn asked what the status was with regard to the empty commercial Council seats — have any names
been submitted? Mr, Gilmore said the person who handled appointments in Albany retired so this was pushed aside for
a while, however, the position has been filled and he is optimistic they will get moving shortly. He added that even
though all the seated Councilors’ appointments have expired, their seats are still active and they should continue
working on the Council, their formal appointment paperwork should be coming through soon. The hardest part is
getting people to apply for a commercial seat and an added complexity is that 1/3 of the appointiments come from the
Commissioner, 1/3 comes from the Assembly and the Senate does 1/3 as well. He encouraged the Council to reach out

to their constituents for candidates.
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Councilor Witthuhn brought up the topic of the work that is taking place in the Long Island Sound regarding submarine
building/repairs. His worry is what is actually being deposited into the Long Island Sound because according to an article
he read, the company doing the work is able to put dredged material directly into the waters around Fishers Island. Is
anyone monitoring the work and seeing what is actuaily being disposed of? The area around fishers Island is a big
fishing area and he worries that this could affect the fish. Mr. Gilmore said the DEC has looked into the items being
disposed of and they do not feel there is a problem with contaminants. The Department of State may also be looking
into this and come up with a different result, there is a debate.
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2023 MRAC Calendar

Tuesday, March 7% - 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, April 18" - 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, May 16" — 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, July18th - 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday, September 12" — 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, November 14" — 2:00 p.m.

Please note that all meetings, unless otherwise stated, will take place at the DEC offices located at 123 Kings Park
Boulevard, Kings Park, 11754.

For further information about the Marine Resources Advisory Council, past and present bulletins, as well as any
pertinent graphs, charts or data please check the Council’s web page: htips://vou.stonvhrook edu/mrac/meetings/

Should you wish to suggest an agenda topic, contact the Chairman, Dr. Michael Frisk, (Michael.frisk@stonybrook.edu);
phone (631) 632-8656 or Staff Assistant, Kim Knoll (kim.knoll@stonybrook.edu).
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